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We are happy to have it in our power to 
state, that Mr. Poinsett, whose illness we mention- 
ed in our last, is entirely out of danger, and will 
soon be able to attend to the duties of his office. 





ogeMr. Jenifer, of Maryland, who was confined 

on his estate, by severe indisposition, has returned 
to his duties in the house of representatives. 

Mr. Hunter, of Ohio, has also so far recovered 

from his indisposition, as to be able to attend in the 


house. 





Connecticut. Mr. Ellsworth, the whig candi- 
dste for governor, has been elected by a majority, 
estimated at nearly 6000 votes. The senate will be 
comprised of 20 whigs and one friend of the ad- 
ministration. The whig majority in the legislature 
js very large. 

Maine. Edward Robinson (W) has been elected 
a member of congress from the Lincoln district, to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. 
Cilley. Mr McCrate was the opposing candidate. 
We have not yet seen an official account of the 
election, but Mr. Robinson’s majority is said to be 
166 over all the candidates. 








New York City. The election for mayor, al- 
dermen, council, &c. took place on Tuesday last 
and terminatedon Thursday evening The contest 
was ardent and rallied the entire strength of both 

arties. We have no returns, but we learn that on 
the first day 19,209 votes were taken, on the second 
11,780, making for the two days 30,989 votes. In 
the great contest of 1834, the votes given on the 
corresponding two days amounted to 29,289. 





Banks, Currency, &c. The bank convention 
assembled in New York on Wednesday last, pursu- 
ant to adjournment. The following notices from 
the New York papers of that day, contain all the 
information we have yet seen on the subject of its 
deliberations : 

This important convention met to-day at 12 
o'clock at the City Hall, according to adjournment. 

They sit with closed doors, consequently we 
can glean but little concerning their proceedings. 
We can state, however, that a very considerable 
number of delegates are in attendance, say from 
130 to150. The hon. Samuel Hubbard of Boston, 
the same gentleman who occupied the chair at the 
former meeting, presiding on the present occasion. 
None but preliminary business has as yet been 
transacted. 

The annexed paragraph is from the New York 
Express, of same date: 

The bank convention assembled this morning, 

according to agreement. It did not take long to 
ascertain that a decided majority of the convention 
s opposed to the present resumption of specie pay- 
ments, beeause successful resumption, in the pre- 
sent condition of things, is deemed impossible. 
‘ The news from Washington and Albany, toge- 
jer with the uneertain position our own banks are 
about to take, has thrown a gloom over the mer- 
cantile community. Stocks have felt the shock 
and sensibly. The future is all dark and doubtful, 
rn what sort of a plunge our currency is about to 
ake nobody seems to know. 

Referring to the convention, the New York 

ommercial Advertiser of Monday says— 

e have no means of knowing the present views 
will 2 convention or to what results its deliberations 
they sem Be the votes of the convention what 
pi nay however, the banks of this city and state 
cone et There is no alternative. But for a 
haa ee their part the wisdom of which we have 
mona: Nr able to perceive, they might readily have 
esiclat farther indulgence at the hands of the 
mer ure, in the event of such indulgence being 

Metongi? But they have themselves closed the 

Phat si an extension of the suspension law, 
of thi fr necessary it may be to save what remains 

's noble and suffering city. Come what will, 


our banks must resume. 


of th 


It was stated in the “New York American” a 
mend ty trey that governor Marcy would recom- 
wh oni e legislature, the expediency of loaning 
then 1ons of state stocks to the banks to enable 

© sustain themselves in their resumption of 
Vou. LIV.—Sre. 7: 
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specie sgn But the “Albany Argus” inti- 
mates that the governor will not take the lead in 
this measure, though willing to sanction it, if brought 
forward by the party inthe majority in the legislature. 

On Tuesday last Mr. Birdseye otfered the follow- 
ing to the consideration of the assembly of N. York. 

Whereas the banks of the state of New York, as 
the fiscal agents of the United States, have hereto- 
fore received in deposite large amounts of the fede- 
ral revenues, all whieh they have paid over on de- 
tnand, without loss or defaleation— 

And whereas those institutions are now prepar- 
ing to resume specie payments at an early day, 
and have evinced a commendable desire to place 
the currency of this state in a sound condition— 

And whereas it is just and proper, that these 
banks should be adequately sustained in these their 
praiseworthy efforts, by the confidence of the states 
and general governments— 

Therefore resolved, That all the revenues of this 
state be continued, as heretofore, to be collected in 
the notes of the solvent, speeie-paying banks of this 
state,and deposited with those banks for safe keeping. 

Resolved, That our senators and representatives 
in congress be requested to urge the immediate 
passage of a law, or the adoption of a resolution, 
directing all the officers of the general government 
within this state to receive the notes of the specie- 
paying banks thereof, in payment of all debts due 
and to become due to the United States, and to 
disburse the same in payments to be made by the 
federal government within this state. 


We find the following in the ““New York Ameri- 
can” of Tuesday last, which has been before the 
banks of New York for more than a month. 

WASHINGTON, 18th March, 1838. 

Dear Str—In reply to yours of the 16th instant. 


1 hasten to remove any erroneous inferences from) 


the rumor mentioned. The settled policy of the 
department, and one which it makes known to all 
inquiries is, to promote the resumption of specie 
payments by the banks, so far as its limited power 
may permit. | 
onsequently it has not, and will not hereafter 
purchase specie beyond what may be needed for 
1m mediate disbursement, and in that way will neither 
hoard it nor compete with others for its possession. 
All we receive in any way, will immediately be 


paid out again to defray the appropriations. 


I make these statements explicitly and promptly, 
and have forwarded similar ones to Boston, in order 
that no injurious apprehension need be entertained 
as to the financial operations of the government. 

Respectfully, yours, 
Levi Woopsury. 


Sales at the New York stock exchange, April 11. 
207 shares U. S. bank 111 1-2 
50 do do do 100 days, 111 1-2 
Specie—1-2 a 1 per cent. premium. 
Treasury notes—Sales of $5000 at 1-4, and $4000 
at 1-8 per cent discount. 
Sales of stock at Philadelphia, April 11. 


$1600 draft of New York, 104 1-2 
#1000 do do 104 1-2 
50 shares U. S. Bank, 117 1-4 


From THE Army. St. Augustine, April 6.— 
Recent arrivals from Jupiter river, inform us that 
the 500 Indians encamped there, ‘‘awaiting the de- 
cision of the president,” have been captured, by 
order of gen. Jesup. A part of them have been sent 
to Key Biscayne, (Cape Florida)—the remainder 
have gone over land to Tampa Bay. They are in 
all, 520 in number, men, women, and children; 
among them 150 to 200 warriors. 

A more recent arrival brings information that 
colonel Bankhead, with his command, after travers- 
ing some “terrible” swamps came up witha body 
of Indians, number not known, but suppposed to 
be Sam Jones’ gang, to whom a flag was sent; but 
the Indians fired upon the flag. An attempt was 
then made to surround the Indians but without suc- 
cess—they escaped. ‘ 

An express arrived here a few days since from 
Micanopy, by which we learn that two men have 
been killed and scalped in that vicinity. The name 
of one, we understand was Hogans—we have not 
learned the name of the other. 

It is reported that Nelson’s brigade have gone home 
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From the Tallahassee ‘‘Floridian,” March 31. 

During the week our town has been filled with 
troops, col. Snodgrass’ command of Alabamians 
passed through, on their way home, having been 
discharged. We learn that out of 1200 men, the 
whole command have lost during four months but 
three by sickness. Part uf the force has been chiefly 
stationed at posts and garrisons, and the residue near 
the main army in the lower part of the peninsula. 

On Thursday last about 1000 of gen. Nelson’s 
brigade passed through on theirroute to Columbus, 
where they are to be discharged. We have the 
highest respect for those troops. Hardy woods- 
men, inured to danger and commanded by brave 
and intelligent officers, to whom they are attached 
and have full confidence in, we have seen no sol- 
diers during the war on whose services we should 
place higher value. The duty assigned them in 
the protection of the frontier has been faithfully 
performed. They have been actively engaged in 
scouring the country from Suwannee to Tampa 
Bay. No lives have been lost, though on the dif- 
ferent skirmishes several have been badly wound- 
ed. The brave col. Foster was severely shot 
through the breast while charging upon an Indian, 
but we are glad to learn will probably soon recover 
from its effects. 


GENERAL ORDERS—No. 7. 
HEAD- QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 10, 1838. 

I. Major-general Jesup having reported that the 
operations in Florida will have terminated by the 
Ist of May, and that a portion of the troops will be 
disposable, the following arrangements will be car- 
ried into effect as soon thereafter as practicable. 

II. The 1st and 6th regiments of infantry, the six 
companies of the second infantry and four com- 
panies of the second dragoons, will constitute the 
regular foree to remain in Florida, with as man 
companies of the volunteers or militia of the terri- 
tory as the officer remaining in command may deem 
necessary. The three companies of the 6th infant- 
ry, now in Louisiana, will forthwith join the head 
quarters of the regiment at Tampa Bay. 

III. The four regiments of artillery, the 4th regi- 
ment of infantry, six companies of the 2d dragoons, 
and the detachment of marines, will repair to the 
Cherokee country by the most convenient and ex- 
peditious routes from the several points at which 
they may be found on the receipt of this order. 
The troops, as far as practicable, will move by regi- 
nents, and be accompanied by all the officers be- 
longing teeach. Should any of the companies or- 
dered to the Cherokee country, occupy stations in 
Florida from which they should not be itnmediately 
withdrawn, they will continue in position until they 
can be relieved by the troops designated to remain 
in the territory; after which they will follow their 
regiments without delay, it being important to con- 
centrate the companies of each regiment. 

IV. Two surgeons, and as many assistants as the 
service may require, will be retained in Florida, to 
be selected from those whose who have served the 
shortest period in the territory. All other officers 
of the medical staff will proceed with the troops or- 
dered to the Cherokee country. 

V. Major general Jesup will take all the neces- 
sary measures for the prompt execution of this or- 
der, and will then turn over the command of the 
troops in Florida to brevet brigadier general Z. 
Taylor, colonel of the Istinfantry; and on being re- 
lieved, he will repair to the seat of government, and 
resume the duties of quartermaster general. 

VI. The officers at the heads of the several 
branches of the staff will make the necessary ar- 
rangements for moving and supplying the troops 
on their routes to their destination, and for the ser- 
vice in which they are to be employed. 

VII. Major-general Scott is assigned to the im- 
mediate command of the troops ordered to the Che- 
rokee country, and the direction of affairs in that 
quarter. The commanders of regimenis and de- 
tachments willl report to his head quarters, at 
Athens, in Tennessee, or wherever else they may 
be established at the time. 

By order of ALEXANDER Macomp, 

Major-general commanding-in-chief, 
R. JONES, 
Adjutant general. 
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MR. BIDDLE’S LETTER. 


TO THE HON. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, WASHINGTON 


My DEAR srr: I propose to say a few words on 
the question whether the banks should resume 
specie payments in May next. I do this because 
my position seems to justify, if not require it. For 
nineteen years I have been connected with the in- 
stitution which caused the last resumption, and du- 
ring all that period my efforts have been directed to 
secure to the bg oept the benefits of a sound cur- 
rency, and to banish from circulation every thing 
but the precious metals and notes always convertible 
into them. I think no other currency is safe or 
tolerable: and that we should now return to it at the 
first moment it can be done Cetera A For this 
purpose the institution to which I belong has made 
ore efforts. Since the suspension in May last it 

vas bought and added to its vanits nearly three mil- 
lions of dollars in gold and silver; and now with a 
capital of thirty-five millions, its notes in circulation 
are 3ix millions, while its specie, after paying more 
than half a inillion to the governinent of the United 
States, amounts to nearly four millions, and it has 
eight or ten mililons of funds in Europe. Our prin- 
ciples, therefore, incline us toan early resumption; 
our GN ieee would justify it—and if we were 
at all influenced by the poor ambition of doing what 
others cannot do 80 readily, or the still poorer desire 
of profiting by the disasters of others, the occasion 
would certainly be tempting. But the Bank of the 
United States makes common cause with the other 
banks, and the character and prosperity of the 
country are identified with its banking system. 
They must stand or fall together; and it is of vital 
importance that the banks should act wisely and act 
harmoniously, and above all, that they should not 
suffer themselves to be driven, by the dread of be- 
ing thought weak, into rash and hazardous enter- 
prises. 

The = prerogative of strength is not to be 
afraid o tiny right; and it belongs to those who 
have no fear that prudent counsels will be mistaken 
for timidity, to examine calmly whether the general 
interest of the country recommend the voluntary 
resumption of specie payments in May next. I say 
the voluntary resumption, because there is not now, 
nor has there ever been, any legal suspension ot 
specie payments as there was for more than twenty 
years in England. The suspension is wholly con- 
ventional between the banks and the community, 
arising from their mutual conviction that it is for 
their mutual benefit. In truth, the banks are but 
the mere agents of that community. They have no 
funds not already lent out to the people, of whose 
hcg and industry they are the representatives. 

hey are only other names for the farms, the com- 
merce, the factories, and the internal improvements 
of the country—and the inquiry whether the banks 
are ready to resume is only another form of asking 
whether the people are ready to pay their debts to 
the banks. 

The true question then, after all, is, whether the 
time has arrived when the banks should announce 
that the causes of the suspension, which then satis- 
fied the community, have ceased to exist, and that 
the suspension itself, with all its necessary attend- 
ants of restriction, need no longer be continued. 
To that inquiry I now proceed. And— 

I. What were the causes of the suspension? They 
were the specie circular, which forbade the receipt 
of any thing but gold or silver at the land offices— 
the mismanagement of the deposites, which scat- 
tered them to the froutiers—the clamor raised by 
the executive against banks notes, which alarmed 
the people for their safety, and caused a run upon 
the banks for specie. Now has any one of these 
causes ceased? On the contrary, have they not ac- 
quired ten fold force? The specie circular is not 
repealed. On the contrary, it has been extended, 
for bank notes are prescribed, not merely from the 
land offices, but from all payments of every descrip- 
tion to the government. The distribution of the 
surplus is over, because there is no longer any sur- 
plus to distribute; but the great disbursements on 
the southern and western frontiers operate as injuri- 
ously by requiring the transfer of so much revenue 
from the points were it is collected. Lastly, and 
mainly, the alarm about bank notes propagated by 
the government, has been deeply spread throughout 
the country, till what was at first a passing outery, 
has settle into an implacable hos‘ility. No man, 
[ think, can doubt for a moment that the executive 
of the United States seeks to maintain his power by 
exciting popular passions against the credit system; 
and that the whole influence of the government is 
employed to infuse into the minds of the people 
distrust and hatred of all banks. 

_ For this purpose, the most insane ravings are ad- 
dressed ‘to the cupidity of the ignorant, who are 
taught that gold and silver are the only true riches, 


and above all, that these shrewd metals would enable 
us to outwit the paper dulness of England. ‘*Sir,”’ 
said lately one of shiene politicians in the senate of 
the United States, «sir, a man loses all by any cir- 
cumstance that but for that circumstance he would 
have made. Although England is a paper country, 
yet if we were exclusively a metallic country we should 
make more out of our intercourse with her. And why 
should we, because she chooses fo maim herself by 
her paper system, follow her example.” The go- 
vernment, it may be said, is comparatively harmless, 
because its expenditures exceed its income. Its 
regular income, no doubt—but while it can pledge 
the public credit for treasury notes at a high rate of 
interest by which every man’s property is mortgaged, 
and buy specie with them, there can never be 
wanting the means of oppressing the banks. There 
is therefore no one circumstance which occasioned 
the suspension, sufficiently removed to justify a 
change, and the most prominent cause remains with 
increased intensity. Accordingly— 

II. The credit system of the United States and 
the exclusively metallic system are now fairly in the 
field, face to face with each other. One or the other 
must fall. There can be no other issue. It is not 
a question of correcting errors or reforming abuses, 
but of absolute destruction; not which shall conquer 
but which shall survive. The present struggle too 
must be final. If the banks resume and are able, 
by sacrificing the community, to continue fora few 
months, it will be exclusively employed at the next 
elections to show that the schemes of the executive 
are not as destructive as they will prove hereafter. 
But if they resume and again are compelled to sus- 
pend, the executive will rejoice at this new triumph, 
and they will fall in the midst of a universal outcry 
againt theirweakness. This is perfectly understood, 
aad accordingly all the influence of the executive 
is directed to drive the banks, by popular outrage 
and clamor, into a premature resumption—not a 
business resumption, general and permanent, but a 
political and forced resumption, which may place 
them at the mercy of those in power. They who 
have special charge of these interests must then be- 
ware of being decoyed from their present position. 

They are now safe and strong, and they should 
not venture beyond their entrenchments while the 
enemy is in the plain before them. If they resume, 
one of two things will happen—their notes will not 
be received by the government or they will be re- 
ceived. If they are not received, the government, 
to the extent of the revenue, will force the holders 
of the notes to draw specie from the banks to be 
deposited with collectors of the revenue. For the 
difference between the revenue and the expenses, 
the government will issue treasury notes to be sold 
for bank notes, and converted into specie, and as 
the disbursements are made at points on the fron- 
tiers, remote from the places of collection, it will 
not return to the banks issuing it except circuit- 
ously. But if the notes are received, they will not, 
as formerly, be deposited in banks and drawn out 
again so as to enter into the circulation, leaving the 
public creditor his choice of specie or notes, but 
they will be left in special deposite with the re- 
ceivers. When warrants are drawn on these re- 
ceivers they will call on the banks for specie to pay 
the favored public creditor, selecting, of course, the 
bank on whum they will draw according to its ser- 
vility or opposition to the executive, and thus pla- 
cing them all under his control. Now under such 
circumstances, is it wise for the banks to disarm 
themselves in the presence of the enemy? 

III. The disorders of the currency lie too deep 
for superficial remedies, and these palliatives irri- 
tate without curing. Congress, and congress alone, 
can apply adequate relief. What Mr. Madison said 
to congress in 1816, is even more true in 1838. 
‘¢ For the interest of the community at large,”’ said 
he, ‘*as well as for the purposes of the treasury, it 
is essential that the nation should possess a currency 
of equal value, credit and use wherever it may cir- 
culate. The constitution bas entrusted congress 
exclusively with the power of creating and regula- 
ting the currency of that description.” The only 
reform in the currency which that body has yet 
made, is the issue of ten milliens of irredeema- 
ble paper money, and a proposal for ten millions 
more. Is it worth while then, so long as congress 
fails to exercise its legitimate powers, to waste the 
strength of the country in efforts to accomplish 
what we all know to be impracticable? To resume 
now without some clear understanding with the 
rovernment, seems to be throwing away the benefits 
of experience, and the lessons of misfortune. We 
have gone through all the mortification and all the 
inconvenience of suspension. Let us endeavor to 
profit by them; to fix the future on some solid basis 
—have some guarantee of the stability of the cur- 





rency, and not set every thing afloat again without 
knowing where we may be drifted. For— 
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IV. Compare the situation of the ba 
last resumption and now, After a sus 
nearly three years, congress applied ail it 
induce, to persuade, and to assist the ban 
eliorts to resume. They passed the resolution 

1816, authorizing the receipt of the notes of x e of 
paying banks. But this alone was insufficient sad 
at the same time, they established the Bank of ~ 
United States, with a capital of thirty-five million . 
That bank called a convention of state banks, a 


agreed that if they would resume specie Payments 


it would . 

1. Assume all their debts to the gover 
the United States. eee tt 
2. Discount to those who had payments to make 
to the government, the whole amountof their bonds: 
and in addition ' 
3 Discount to those not indebted to the govern. 
menf two millions in New York, two millions jp 
Philadelphia, one and a half million in Baltin, 
and a half million in Richmond—and 

5. Would sustain the resuming banks in case the 
resumption brought them into difficulty. 

The bank, at the same time, imported, at an ex. 
pense of more than half a million, the sum of sever 
millions of specie, and two months alter the re. 
sumption its discounts reached twenty millions. 
Compare with this statement our condition now, 

Then the government agreed to receive for al] 
dues the notes of the Bank of the United States— 
now all bank notes are refused and discredited, 
Then the government endeavored to sustain the 
banks—now it is striving to destroy them. Thenit 
established a new and vigorous bank capital—now 
it refuses to create anew bank, and seeks to crip- 
ple those in existence. Then we had two hundred 
and sixty banks—now we have nearly nine hundred, 
In short, what reliance have the banks now with 
the executive hostile to thern? What protection 
like that of the late Bank of the United States have 
they to sustain them? None whatever. 

The only circumstance not wholly unfavorable in 
the comparison, is the low rate of exchange with 
England. But nothing general or permanent can 
be inferred from this circumstance, which frequent: 
ly occurs, and on the present occasion is wholly 
accidental in New York, from the unnatural condi- 
tion into which her measures of extreme rigor have 
driven every thing. If under ordinary circumstan- 
ces, while other things underwent no depression, 
exchange on England should decline, it might be 
inferred that England owes to the United States 
more than we have yet drawn from her. But itis 
not exchange alone that has fallen. Exchange on 
England has not fallenin New York as muchas the 
internal exchanges or stocks or real estate, or house 
rent have fallen. This fact seems decisive as to the 
cause. But can this depression continue? Cer- 
tainly not. These rigorous measures are under- 
stood to be only preliminary—only preparations for 
an expansion by the banks of New York, which is 
to restore ease and confidence. Well, the moment 
this ease and confidence return, all things will rise, 
and exchange of course among the number. Be- 
sides, this unnatural condition will work its own 
remedy, as all irregularities are cured by their own 
excesses. To sell every thing and to buy nothing 
is impracticable, and when the English have bought 
all the produce we have to spare, we must of course 
buy from them what manufactures they have (0 
spare. As soon as the proceeds of our industry are 
realized in England—while we have gradually ex- 
hausted our supply of English goods—our own 
merchants will convert their produce into a fresh 
supply to be brought over; or if this process be too 
slow, the English manufacturers themselves will 
send their own goods for sale. In either case the 
exchange will recover its equillibrium, and of course 
will rise here, for between two such countries 38 


ore, 


exchange, as a basis of the metallic currency ° 
either, is impossible. 








and with a very considerable debt to Europe. 


to bring out his resources to pay his debts. Ina 


the large movements of human affairs, as 19 





America and England, a permanent inequality of 


V. Perceiving nothing in the conduct of the gov 
ernment to justify an early resumption, let us see 
if there be any thing in the state of the country 
which recommends it. Now what is the condition 
of our affairs? The suspension found us with @ 
heavy debt to the banks—not less probably than five 
hundred millions—with large balances from the 
southern and western states to the Atlantic cities, 


parties were willing to pay; almost all were able 
to pay; but great forbearance and great indulgen®’ 
were necessary from the creditor, and above 
after such a convulsion, the great restorer was 
time ; time to settle; time to adjust accounts; time 
to send the debtors’ crops to market; time to rr. 
pose of his property with the least sacrifice ; fim 


the 
operations of nature, the great law is gentleness 
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yiolence is the last resource of weakness. The dis- 
ease of the country was an overstrained and dis- 
tempered energy. The remedy was repose. The 
yestion of the currency, though important, was 
ouly secondary. The first concern was to pay our 
debts, and especially ae to depreciate the value of 
eans of payl ens. 
per voter ee it nt CR to me that after the sus- 
ension, the true course of this country was to be- 
gin a geatle and gradual diminution of loans, suffi- 
cient to prevent the hazards of expansion while the 
restraint of specié payments was removed, and to 
prepare for the resumption, but with no rash com- 
peution as to the amount which the several banks 
could curtail—to make no violent changes in the 
standard of value, and give time for a settlement 
with foreigners, and among ourselves, on the same 
or nearly the same basis upon wh.ch these mutual 
engagements were contracted—letting the crops go 
to their destined. markets without depreciating their 
price. After this, the resumption with the aid of 
congress, would have been easy and spontaneous. 
It was in this spirit that the Bank of the United 
States has not diminished ten per cent. of its loans 
—while it added about three miiliousto its specie— 
and will have given the necessary facilities for ship- 
ping the crops of the south and west to the amount 
of probably fifteen or twenty millions of dollars ; 
placing its own confidential agent in England to 
protect the great commercial aud pecuniary inter- 
ests of the country. This seemed to be its proper 
function. 

It was thus that it hoped to discharge its duty to 
the whole union. It was thus, too, it could show 
its fidelity to Pennsylvania, by aiding its public im- 
provements—by keeping its business and its people 
in comparative ease, and by not suifering the pros- 
perity of its commercial capital to be prostrated— 
objects these, far more important than whether 
specie payments be resumed.a few months sooner 
or later. 

The injurious effects of a contrary course are 
seen in all the relations of business. Take for in- 
stance the debts to banks and to individuals. The 
debts were mainly contracted when the currency 
was abundant. ‘They must now be paid ina very 


be not made very gradually so as to bring at the 


standard, you inflict injustice or perhaps ruin on 





ney obliges him to sacrifice it—if he sends the bank 
notes of his country they sink to seventy-five per 
cent. in value—and he loses the difference. If he 
brings the stocks of his state, the searcity of money 
renders their negotiation impossible. Once dis- 
appointed in this way, he sends no more produce— 
no more bank notes—and the ereditors in turn suf- 
fer more than the difference by the delay. 

So in respect to foreigners. We owe a large debt 
to. France and England. Why should we destroy 
the value of our only means of paymy it? We can 
payait only in cash, or produce, or stocks. As to 
cash—this debt was contracted in an abundant cur- 
rency. By this artificial scarcity of money we are 
obliged to pay it in a curreney more valuable by 
one half or one third. Even at that rate we can 
neither borrow the money nor raise it by sales ex- 
cept by ruinous sacrifice. We then may pay it in 
produce or in stocks, but the same scarcity sinks the 
value of both. A debt contracted when cotton was 
at twenty cents, we have to pay when cotton is ten 
cents a pound. If we propose to pay in stocks, 
these too have sunk perhaps twenty-five per cent. 
on their price last year. Our resources then are 
diminished in value while our debt is increasing by 
interest. The consequence is the foreign debt is 
postponed. This operates injuriously to both par- 
ties—to the domestic debtor by reducing bis means 
of payment—to the foreign creditor by the delay 
and the hazard of his debt. It is true if he eould 
now receive his money he would remit it home ata 
low rate. 

But then the same scarcity which lowers the rate 
of remittanee, prevents his receiving any thing te 
remit—and so-far from being interested in the early 
resuinption, it injures him essentially, because the 
forced preparatiun for it by crushing the resources 
of his debtors renders them alike unable and un- 
willing to pay. What the foreign creditor wants is 
payment—pay ment of the debt, not in-a. better cur- 
rency, but in an equal currency, or if necessary, in 
an inferior currency, because he can better support 
a high rate of remittance than a reduced or post- 
poned payment. 

There prevails a notion that the credit of the 


country abroad will be injured by not resuming. 
altered state of the currency—and it is necessary to | 


proceed with extreme caution when the relation of | 
the debtor to his creditor is changed by events | 
which neither could control, because if this change | 


Not in the least. Every body connected with 
America knew the reasons of suspending, and en- 
tirely approved of it as the only measure that eould 
have saved the country. What Europeans want 


. | now is that we should pay our debt. That is our 
same time all the other relations of life to the same | 


first duty, and if they see, as they cannot fal: to see, 
that these preinature efforts to resume specie pay- 


the debtor. It was thus that England continned.| ments prevent the collection of what is due to them, 
her suspension for twenty-five years, and by act of | they will perceive, that in endeavoring to secure an 


parliainent gave several years notice of the progres- 
sive resuinption, in order that all the business. of the 
country should adjust itself to the approaching | 
change. Of the etfect of any sudden moveinent, | 
we have before us a striking instance. 


[t appears by the published statements of the | 


banks oi the city of New York, that since the sus- 
pension to March }, 1838, they have reduced their 
loans and discounts from forty-six millions to thirty 
luillions, and their circulation froin nine millions to 
two intiliouns—an aggregate diminution from forty- 
five millions to thirty-three millions. If this, or any 
thing near this, be the reduction, what is the con- 
Ne per A man who contracted a debt to the 
auks in New York, before the suspension, finds his 
— to provide means for the payment of that 
“ot reduced one third or nearly one half—that isto 
‘ay, the dollar he now pays is equivalent to one and 
a halt or al:nost two dollars when he borrowed it, 
wraeies the interest. Such a process of reduction 
Yould have been wholly intolerable, if the citizens 
wee hot escaped from it and sought alleviation by 
es elsewhere. But if the other cities had fol- 
rs ee the example of New York and tnade similar 
“Svetlons, the whole country would have sunk un- 
it or revolted. against it. 
come 8? inequalities between members of the same 
Hee become more striking when applied to 
e y Phy between distant parts of the union. 
at antic cities for instance, were creditors of 
these ee and western states for goods sold to 
Auta be paid for either in those states, or in the 
se “s cities—theis currencies being so nearly the 
a _ iat the exchange would not cost as much as 
day are transportation of the specie. When the 
makes Payment arrives, the creditor city suddenly 
render - artificial scarcity of its own currency— 
¥ ait e only money it will receive in payment 
“|, Haccesible to its debtor—reducing at the 
e rates of exchange, and the prices of 
g. This rigor instantly recoils on the 
If payment is made in the southern and 
aie ates, the Atlantic merchant loses the 
 Sepreciation in the exchange. If paymentis 


der 


Western st 





“ made in the Atlsntic cities, and the debtor 
se . see 
nds produce to pay his debt, the scarcity of mo-: 


object wholly domestie, they have been sacrificed. 


In respect to the dividends and. the stock, paya- | 


'ble abroad, many of them are payable in pounds 


sterling, or guilders, or frances, so that we lace the 
inoney there at our own cost—and as to dividends 
payable here, they have almost universally been re- 
mitted in the equivalents tospecie. What the gen- 
eral merchants of France or England desire, is that 


we should take their merchandize—that we should | 


trade with them. The state of our currency isa 
very subordinate concern. You deal with them 
and pay them in their own currency. ‘They know 
little and care less about the sort of currency in 
which you deal with the south and west. Besides, 
who are to reproach us with the depreciation of our 
notes. The English? But the Bank of England 
suspended specie payments for twenty-five years— 
nearly all which time every American bank paid 
specie—and men in Engiand were forced by law to 
take the notes of the Bank of England when they 
were at thirty per cent. disconnt—whereas no man 
is obliged here to'take any note of any bank—and at 
this moment a paper dollar in Philadelphia or New 
York, will buy @ silver dollar delivered in London. 
The question then of the resumption is one exclu-, 
sively domestic—one whieh, however important at 
home, does not effect the eredit of the country 
abroad. 

VI. We come now to the question whether if an 
early resumption be practicable, the month of May 
is a fit time. My impression is that the month of 
May is a very unfit time. The resumption, to be 
useful, must be general, and no arrangement can be 
satisfactory which does not include the southern 
and suuthwestern states. These I do not thiuk are 
yet ready to resume. They are straining every 
nerve to pay their debts. Their erops are going 
forward to provide funds in Europe and at the north 
—the banks are laboring to meet their notes at the 
north—the legislatures are pledging their credit to 
raise funds in order that their people may pay their 
debts. Why shouid we repulse them? All they 
want is time. They have not yet had the benefit of 
a single crop, and they may require another; and 
instead of discrediting them, or diminishing the va- 








lue of their produce, or curtailing their facilities in 


sending their crops to market, it is better to hel 
them and wait till they are more advaneed in their 
ies wrpengor gy ‘The employment of credit, either of 
anks or of individuals, most useful to the country 
at this moment, is to forward its produce to Europe. 
Instead of this the banks are reducing these facili- 
ties and calling upon their debtors for payment. 
This seems very unseasonable. It is stopping the 
raryeeeay i as they are carrying the crop to mar- 
et. 

The month of May toois not the right time of the 
year. Forexample, it réquires on an average about 
fifty days to take cotton trom New Orleans to Liv- 
erpool. Supposing it immediately sold, the usage 
is at the end of ten days to give a banker’s accept- 
ance, payable in two months, so that by the month 
of May there would not be actually realised more 
than the cotton which left New Orleans before Jan- 
uary; when not more than one fourth or one fifth of 
the whole crop had been shipped. Much, of course, 
is drawn for when shipped, pt I speak now of the 
actnal obtaining poszession of the proceeds of the 
crop; and at all events not one half of the crop will 
have reached Europe by the month of May. The 
spring is, moreover, the season when the credits 
given for the shipments of southern and western 
produce, are maturing at the north; and the erop 
from which reimbursements are to come, remains 
unsold in Europe. ‘Fhe'spring too, is the time when 
the western business has brought from the interior 
the notes of the Atlantic banks, when the eircula- 
tion presses more upon them than at any other pe- 
riod, and’ when: specie is wanted for the trade-to 
China and India, making that tine particularly un- 
propitious-for the resumption. 

VIT. It remains now to inquire how far these 
Pantie ta of the expediency of a resumption in 

ay should be changed by the determination of the 
— of the city of New York to resume at that 
period. 

For the gentlemen of New York who announced 
that decision, I have great personal respect, and un- 
der ordinary circumstances would willingly yield 
my own convictions to their better opportunities 
and understanding. But the natural influence of 
their judgment is- weakened by the knowledge of 
the fact, that the banks of New York would not 
have had the least idea of a resumption in May— 
but because the immunity allowed by the begisla- 
ture will then expire and they fear that it will not 
be renewed. 

This was distinctly avowed at the bank conven- 
tion, and the deputation who visited Philadelphia 
repeated it again and again. Now this may be a 
very good reason for the banks of New York to re- 
sume—but certainly no reason whatever for the 
banks of Pennsylvania to do the same. ‘The states 
of Pennsylvania, of Virginia, of Kentucky, have le- 
gislatures-as well. as New York has, and they have 
refused to direct their banks to resume in May next. 
Why should'they obey the legislature of New York 
and not their own legislatures? The position of 
New ¥ork ison all hands regretted. But how is it 
to be remedied? <A single legislature out of twenty- 
six legislatures had passed a law forfeiting the char- 


ters of banks, if they were unable to redeem their 


notes in specie. 

A public calamity overtakes the country and the 
declining to pay specie, so far from being criminal, 
became an act of public safety—so adopted by all 
the banks, aud'so confirmed by this very legislature. 
The provision originally designed to guard against 
fraud, may thus become the punishment of honesty 
and ability. The legislative body which protected 
banks for years. is now in session, and in twenty- 
four hours can extend the indeinnity till a more ap- 
propriate season for resuming. I presume no diffi- 
culty will occur in this. Why should there be? Is 
it possible that such a body can see with indiffer- 
ence the distress which a perseverance in this 
course must inevitably create, or permit the pride 
of opinion or any mere political or party considera- 
tion. to prevent them interposing to protect their no- 
ble but suffering city? If they decline how can we 
of Pennsylvania interfere? 

Why should we voluntarily place ourselves in the 
same situation into which New York has been 
forced? By doing so we share only a common dis- 
aster—instead of husbanding our resources against 
the period when our interposition may be really 
useful. In the mean while, the most effeetual ser- 
vice which we can render is to speak in a tone of 
frank sineerity. She may perhaps bear it from one 
than whom she has never had a mere true and con- 
stant friend—who, although an entire stranger, has 
for a long series of years, done every thing in his 
power to advance her prosperity, and never saw her 
in any misfortune which he did not anxiously strive 
to mitigate. But I wish to serve her, not to flatter 
her. I believe then that at this moment New York 
is in an entirely false position. She is obliged by 
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the existing law to do what she feels to be wrong. 
Her natural course is to appeal to her representa- 
tives to rectify their mistake, and not to thrust out 
their own state banks to be crushed by the execu- 
tive. 

Instead of doing this, she perseveres from a mis- 
taken, though honorable pride, in not asking relief 
where relief is attainable, but is preparing for the 
event by sacrificing her own interests and inflicting 
distress on the community. The apparent superi- 
ority in the exchanges which this produces, is 
wholly fallacious as well as injurious. The state 
of the exchanges in New York proves notning wha - 
ever, except the scarcity of money in New York. 
The exchanges are even less depreciated than ina- 
ny other things. The bank notes of the southern 
states are at a great depreciation. But store rent 
and real estate in the very spot where these notes 


branches of the public revenue. 
bill passed the senate. 

Now, as to.its practical operation: By its provi- 
sions the government is thrown back upon the Joint 
resolution of 1816, under which the executive claims 
the right to prescribe the kind of funds to be receiv- 
ed, whether specie or the notes of specie paying 
banks. Under his construction of this joint resolu- 
tion, the late president issued the specie circular, by 
which he required specie in the payment of pub- 
lic lands, whilst the notes of specie-paying banks, 
under certain restrictions, were received for custoins. 
Mr. Webster’s amendment takes away this right of 
discritnination. The president must, therefore, either 
require specie or the notes of specie paying banks, in 
all the ditterent branches ol the public revenue, and 
cannot receive one kind of funds in one branch, and 
a diderent kind in another. We must, of course, re- 


In this shape the 





are sacrificed, are much more depreciated than the 

notes themselves. So tooin New York, the notes 

of Philadelphia are at a discount, yet at this moment 

New York has to pay to Philadelphia, little less 

than ten millions of dollars, for actual debts to Phil- 

a ore and to forcigners represented by Philadel- 
ia. 

Tt is not, therefore, the abundance, but the want 
of means—it is not strength but weakness which 
causes this diiference. By the saine process bread 
and meat may be reduced in price for the want of 
purchasers. You make an artificial scarcity of 
money, and then boast how much the little that re- 
mains will buy—but your superiority is punished 
by the debtor, who does not settle with a creditor 
so much above him. And what is the benefit of 
all this? The other states are not obliged to sub- 
mit to this local legislation, and the suffering of 
New York is not certainly fitted to make them 
adopt it voluntarily. It is better, therefore, for 
thein to state with perfect frankness that they do 
not mean to unite with her in this forced resumption 
—to say this decidedly and finally, so that she may 
apply the only remedy—an extension of her law. 

he whole subject would then be open for future 
adjustment upon principles of safety, alike to the 
banks and to the community. 

On the whole, the course which in my judgment 
the banks ought to pursue, is simply this: 

The banks should remain exactly as they are— 
prepared to resume, but not yet resuming. 

They should begin, as the Bank of England did, 
under similar circumstances, by paying the sinall 
notes, so as-to restore coin to all the minor chan- 
nels of circulation—but not make any general re- 
sumption until they ascertain what course the gov- 
ernment wiil pursue, employiag, in the meantime, 
their whole power to forward the crops to market. 
The American banks should do in short what the 
American army did at New Orleans, stand fast be- 
hind their cotton bales until the enemy has left the 
country. 

These are wm! opinions very deliberately formed, 
and very frankly expressed. They are thus set 
forth, not to influence the course of others, but to 
explain my own. 

ith great respectand esteem, yours, 


N. BIDDLE. 
Philadelphia, April 5, 1838. 





From the New York Times. 
MR. TALLMADGE’S LETTER. 
We take great pleasure in placing before our read- 


ers, in a conspicuous manner, the very interesting 


and able letter from the hon. N. P. Talimadge to re- 


corder Riker. Mr. Riker applied to Mr. Tallmadge, 


when the bearing of the sub-treasury bill, as passed 


by the senate, was a matter of conjecture in this 


community, for information on this subject, so preg- 
nant with momentous consequences to this commer- 
cial city. The letter has been hastily drawn up b 


Mr. Tallmadge in reply ; and the s::bject to which it 


relates being one of iminense public interest, and up- 


on which the views of every patriotic citizen and 
faithful republican ought to be freely expressed, Mr. 


Riker has consented to its publication. 


WasuinctTon, March 28, 1838. 
Hon. RicHarp RikER—Dear Sir: You ask m 


opinion of the sub-treasury bill as it passed the sen- 
ate. I will give it as briefly as pussible. 


Before the bill was engrossed, the 23d section, 


originally introduced by Mr. Calhoun, and common- 
ly called the specie clause, was stricken out. 


secretary of the treasur 


: Mr. 
Tipton then moved to insert a section in its place, 


requiring the notes of specie paying banks to be re- 
ceived in payment of the public revenues, under 
such restrictions and regulations as congress should 
provide, which was rejected. A section was then 
adopted, on inofion of Mr. Webster, taking from the 


the power of discriminating 


scind the specie circular which relates to the public 
lauds, or he must extend it to the customs. 

Which will he do? Some have supposed he would 
authorize the receipt of the notes of specie paying 
banks, and disburse them in the public service ; this, 
under certain restrictions, might be done, and might, 
perhaps, be mnade to operate beneficially upon the 
ditferent interests to be affected by it. Probably this 
was the expectation of some of those who voted to 
strike out Mr. Calhoun’s specie clause, for although 
Mr. Tipton’s amendinent was rejected, still it was 
avowed in debate that it was opposed on the ground 
that it implied a distrust in the president as to the 
prnpec perforinance of his duty. 

‘he guesiion then recurs, which of the two de- 
scriptions of funds will he «irect to be received? I 
should think he would hardly direct the public dues 
to be paid in specie, after the expression of the sen- 
ate against it by striking out the specie clause ; he 
must, then, direct the receipt of notes of specie pay- 
ing banks, under such regulations and restrictions as 
inay be prescribed. As to what those will be, we 
are left to infer from the facts before us. The pre- 
sideut, in his message at the extra session said: ‘ If 
at short and fixed periods, they (bank notes) were 
converted into specie, to be kept by the officers of the 
treasury, some of the most serious obstacles to their 
reception would, perhaps, be removed. To retain 
the notes in the treasury would be to renew, under 
another forin, the loans of public money to the banks, 
and the evils conseyuent thereon.” 

I took the ground, at the extra session, that if the 
bank notes were to be converted into specie, as 
above suggested by the president, it was immaterial 
to me whether specie or the notes of specie paying 
banks were to be received: the practical effect 
would be the same in both cases. 
Mr. Wright, in his speech at the extra session, 
said: ‘* For himself, he agreed with the view of this 
inatter which he understood his honorable colleague 
to take, that in case tle deposites were confined to 
the safe keeping of the officers of the government, 
it was a question of much less interest to the banks 
than seemed to be generally supposed. If the banks 
were not made the depositories, it could not be 
supposed their notes, if inade receivable, would be 
retained for any length of time in safe-keeping. It 
would be a necessary result of this mode of keep- 
ing the public funds, that all bank notes received 
must be presented at short intervals for payment ; and 
he could not see that it would be any very valuable 
favor to the banks, as a permanent system, to re- 
ceive their notes merely for the purpose of tmmedi- 
ate presentment and payment.’ At the present session, 
Mr. Wright said; ‘*1f the notes of the banks con- 
tinue to be received in payment of the public dues, 
and the depositaries are directed, as in that case 
they unquestionably would be, to call frequently 
and at short intervals for the balances against the 
banks, and to demand specie for those balances, this 
must operate as a powerful check upon all the banks 
in the vicinity of those depositaries where the col- 
lections are large.” 
From the above quotations, and from the sources 


in which the sub-treasury bill, if it shall become a 
law in its present shape, will be carried into effect; 


say whether the receipt of the notes of specie pay- 
ing banks, under such regulations, and under the 
discretionary 
not far worse th 


cantile community is entitled. 





as to the kind of funds to be received in the different 


from which they coine, I trust there can no longer 
be any doubt on the public mind as to the manner 


and I leave it to the judgment of every rational man to 


ower claimed by the executive, is 
an the positive and absolute receipt 
of gold and silver only? Inthe latter case, the banks 
would only suffer in consequence of their specie 
being drawn from them, and deposited in these sub- 
treasury vaults, by which they would be disabled 
to extend those accommodations to which the mer- 
In the former, it 


would subject them to the same inconvenience by 
the presentment of their notes for specie, and put it 
in the power of the executive to pull down or build 


———— 


he could accumulate its bills, if it continued to jo 


business, and suddenly present them for Specie: 


The same remark is also applicable to Mr. Calhoun, 


proposition, (whilst bank notes are received,) 
which one-sixth was to be received in specie the 
first year, two-sixths the second year, and so op {jj 
the whole receipts of the public revenue should be 
in gold and silver. Who can fail to see that, under 
such a system, every bank throughout the country. 
may be oN ate and all those evils, which haye 
been so fully depicted during the discussion of thi 
question, inflicted on the community. It is in fact 
establishing a gold and silver currency for officers 
and contractors of government, and leaving the peo- 
ple at the mercy of the executive or the secretary of 
the treasury. The banks cannot resume specie 
payments, if they continue to do business under 
such asystem. Nay, they cannot live but by exe. 
cutive clemency. 
The great evil consistsin the adoption of the syb. 
treasury system in any form. That done, all others 
must follow. There is no way in which the objec. 
tions to its adoption can be overcome. It is not 
capable of being made by any amendments either 
useful or harmless. I hope the country will not be 
deceived by the present form of the bill. It was 
right to strike out the specie clause, if we could, be. 
cause that was giving a blow which destroyed that 
little congruity it had, and left it in a shape in which 
it was hoped none would seriously think of pass. 
ing it. 
t contains powers which led directly to an un. 
initigated despotisin of opinion. You have not fail. 
ed to see, in reference to the progress of this mea. 
sure, the dangerous extent of executive influence, 
You can scarcely imagine the evils which may {ol- 
low the exercise of the additional powers proposed 
to be conferred by this bill on that department of 
the government. Away,then, with the whole sys. 
tem—away with these vaults and safes, these bars 
and bolts. Let the government deposite its funds 
in sound institutions, and let there be received the 
nutes of such banks as the deposite banks will agree 
to credit to the government as cash. Let the gov. 
ernment then make its drafts on those depositories, 
and let the holders draw such currency as they de- 
sire. 
I am utterly astonished at the manner in which 
this measure is attempted to be forced upon con- 
gress and the people. If the collection of thie reve- 
nue in gold and silver be so essential for the gene- 
ral government, why is it not equally so for every 
state government? The same argument would ap- 
ply in the one case as inthe other. What would be 
said to such a proposition in the state of New York! 
I believe it was entertained at Tammany Hall. 
But what would the people of the state say? What 
would the legislature say? It could scarcely com- 
mand a voice or a vote with the one or the other. 
Who is there that would require our canal tolls, our 
auction and salt duties, and our taxes, to be collect- 
ed in specie? Such a law, if it were passed, coull 
not be enforced. The same remark is applicable to 
every state in the union. And, I say, what is good 
enough for the states, and the people of the states, 
is good enough for the general government. I hope, 
then, the community will not be deceived as to the 
character of this bill. It does not contain a single 
mitigating feature. I trust it will be resisted, o 
any thing like it, in all the stages of its progress, 
until the executive be compelled to abandon bis 
scheming, and return to a system based on sound 
principles and sanctioned by experience. 

There is no occasion to despond. The spirit here 
is good. We are in earnest, and our resolution 18 
fixed and firm. Let but the people have an oppor 
tunity to see this matter in its true light. and 3" 
end will be put, ere long, to these pernicious 4 
dangerous projects. 

Very cespectfully, yours, 
N. P. TALLMADGE. 





STATE OF THE TREASURY. 
LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE TREA° 
SURY, 

Transmitling the information require 
of the house of representatives of seed 
in relation to the amount of treasury notes 9 
the amount of the same which has been seg et 
payment of the public dues up to this time; ar eet 
amount of moneys received on account of Mé 
toms, &c. 


Treasury DepartMENT, March 28, eat 
Sir: This report is submitted in compliance? © of 
the following resolution, passed by the hous 
representatives on the 24th instant: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the  pract’ 
to this house, at as early a day as may be foun or the 
cable, the amount of treasury notes issued un 


d bya resolution 
the 24th instant, 


treasury repo 
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at of the same which hae rae altel me For sactlealns: siadbied wky be had to the do-| of what he said on that occasion does not appear 


s up to this time; also the 
Sperm eat ed he cicodint of the customs, 
ener’ ublic lands, during the last quarter of the year 
ond prod during the first quarter of the present year, so 
sesh a quarterly returns, or other information in pos- 
far oa of the department, may show; also, what 
poem of moneys of every description, available for 
a public service, is now in the treasury, or in the 
vanes of receivers, liabie to draft, and at what points 
“snot 98 
dopo aly to the first inquiry, I would state; 
that «the amount of treasury notes issued under 
the authority of the act of the last session of con- 
ress” was, on the 24th instant, $7,116,635 75. 
6 2. The amount of the same which “had been re- 
ceived in payment of the public dues, up to” that 
time, was, so far as then ascertained by actual re- 
turns, $3, 241,000. 

Undoubtedly some two or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars more had then been received by the 
coliecting officers, but time enough had not elapsed 
for the returns of thein to reach the department. 

3. In answer to the third inquiry, f would ob- 
serve, that ‘the amount of moneys received on ac- 
count of the custoins and the public lands during 
the last quarter of the year 1337,” was $3,016,- 
816 77. Of this, $2,115,953 75 was froin custo.us, 
and $901, 857 99 trom lands. 

But, for reasons explainec in the last report on 
the finances from this department, and in a subse- 
quent part of this report, the ainount above stated 
as received from custoins is the aggregate, without 
making all the usual deductions tor debentures, 
bounties and other expenses, which it 1s customary 
to pay out of the current revenue before it is car- 
ried into the treasury. 

4. The fourth inquiry relates to the amount of 
money received frou customs and lands ‘during 
the first quarter of the present year, so far a3 the 
quarterly returns, or other Information 1n posses- 
sion of the department, may show.” 

That quarter not being completed, all the returns 
for it have, of course, not yet been received. But 
from the wonthly returns, which had been received 
onthe 28d instant, the receipts by the collecting 
officers since the first of January had been, trom 
custoins‘and lands, about $2,945,260; of this, about 
$2,560,600 was from customs, and $334,860 from 
lands. 

It is computed that, when all the returns for the 
quarter are made, the customs will appear to be 
about $3,000,009, and the lands about $500,000. 

It should be noticed, in relation to these receipts, 
as well as those in the last quarter of 1837, that 
mast of them trom customs have been in the trea- 
sury notes and drafts on banks returned through the 
custom-houses. As none of these can, by the 
existing laws, be re-issued to defray even the cost of 
collection, and as very little money has been paid 
for custo:ns during that period, it has followed that 
aconsiderable part of the custoin-house expenses 
in the United States, since last October, including 
debentures, fishing bounties, and current charges, 
has, by an act of congress then passed, been obliz- 
edto be advanced from the treasury. These ad- 
vances have amounted in all to $666,663; conse- 
quently, the receipts from customs, during that pe- 
riod, appear so much larger than they otherwise 
would, it being customary to deduct the payinents 
for those objects from the current receipts before 
they are carried into the treasury. 

5. The last inquiry is, ‘what amount of moneys, 
of every description, available for the public ser- 
vice,” is ‘now in the treasury, or in the hands of 
receivers, liable to draft, and at what points depo- 
sited.” 

In reply to this, 1 would observe, that the whole 
amount of money so available is, nominally, 
$2,299,544 03. But, deducting $592,212 of it, 
Which belongs to certain trust funds, and $400,000 
of what is deposited in the mint, (which, as ex- 
plained in the last annual report, cannot, without 
great public inconvenience, be withdrawn,) and 
the balance, available and applicable to general pur- 
Poses, is only ¢1,307,332 03. 

These “moneys of every description,” consisted, 

Firstly, of the sums liable to draft in the present 
deposite banks, being $126,693 70. 

The amounts in each, and “the points” where 
the money in them is “deposited,” will appear in 
the schedule annexed. : 

Secondly. Another portion of them is money in 
such of the former deposite banks, on general de- 
posite, as it is expected will be paid satisfactorily 
When drawn for, in a gradual manner, amounting 
to $516,697 17. 

For details as to each, with the “points where 
deposited,” see the tabular statement. 

Thirdly. Another portion is money in special de- 


posite by the treasurer in certain banks, amounting 
to $104,184 89. 





cument. ; 

Fourthly. Another part is the money placed in 
the mint and its branches, under provisions in two 
acts of congress—one to procure metal for 
coining, and one to make speedy payment to de- 
positors. oie 

Of the aggregate coin in the mint, being $908,- 
780 02, it is computed thatthe treasurer, in an exi- 
gency could draw out for the public service, with- 
out great inconvenience or delay, about $508,- 
780 02. 

Fifthly. The remaining sums amount to $670,- 
004 51, and are those which have never been de- 
posited or paid into the treasury, and are in the 
hands of collectors and receivers. But, deducting 
what belongs to the Chickasaws at Pontotoc, they 
are public money, liable to be drawn in case of ne- 
cessity, equalling $643,188 25. jong: 

A schedule, giving the amount and situation of 
each, is annexed. 

Respectfully. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Hon. Jamzs K. Pork, 
Speaker of the house of representaiwes. 





MR. WEBSTER’S SECOND SPEECH 
ON THE SUB-TREASURY BILL. 


Delivered in the Senate of ihe United States, March 
12, 1838. 


( Concluded. ) 


The constitution confers on us, sir, the exclusive 
power of coinage. This must have been done for 
the purpose of enabling congress to establish one 
unifurm basis for the whole money system. Con- 
gress, therefore, and congress alone, has power 
over the foundation, the ground-work, of the cur- 
rency; and it would be strange and anomalous, hav- 
ing this, if it had nothing to do with the structure, 
the edifice, to be raised on this foundation! Con- 
vertible paper was already in circulation when the 
constitution was frained, and must have been ex- 
pected to continue and increase. But the circula 
tion of paper tends to displace coin; it may banish 
it altogether: at this very moment it has banished 
it. If, therefore, the power over the coin does not 
enable congress to protect the coin, and to restrain 
any thing which would supersede it, and abolish 
its use, the whole power becomes nugatory. Jf 
others may drive out the coin, and fill the country 
with paper which does not represent coin, of what 
use, I beg to know, is that exclusive puwer over 
coins and coinage which is given to congress by 
the constitution: : 

Gentlemen on the other side admit that it is the 
tendency of paper circulation to expel the coin; but 
then they say, that, for that ve y reason, they will 
withdraw from all connexion with the general cur- 
rency, and limit themselves to the single and nar- 
row object of protecting the coin, and providing 
for payments to government. This seems to me 
to be a very strange way of reasoning, and a very 
strange course of political conduct. The coinage- 
power was given to be used for the benefit of the 
whole country, and not merely to furnish a medium 
for the collection of revenue. The object was to 
secure, for the general use of the people, a sound 
and safe circulating medium. There can be no 
doubt of this intent. If any evil arises, threaten- 
ing to destroy or endanger this medium or this 
currency, our duty is to meet it, not to retreat from 
it; to remedy it, not to let it alone; we are to con- 
trol and correct the mischief, not to submit to it. 
Wherever paper is to circulate, as subsidiary to 
coin, or as performing, in a greater or less degree, 
the function of coin, its regulation naturally be- 
longs to the hands which hold the power over the 
coinage. This is an admitted maxim by all writers; 
it has been admitted and acted upon, on all neces- 
sary occasions, by ourown government, through- 
out its whole history. Why will we now think 
vurselves wiser than all who have gone before us? 

This conviction of what was the duty of gov- 
ernment led to the establishment of the bank in the 
administration of General Washington. Mr. Madi- 
son, again, acted upon the same conviction in 1816, 
and congress entirely agreed with him. On former 
occasions, I have referred the senate, more than 
once, tothe clear and emphatic. opinions and lan- 
guage of Mr. Madison, in his messages in 1815 and 
1816, and they ought to be repeated, again and 
again, and pressed upon the publicattention. _ 

And now let me say, sir, that no man in our his- 
tory has carried the doctrine farther, defended it 
with more ability, or acted upon it with more deci- 
sion and effect, than the honorable member from 
South Carolina. His speech upon the bank bill, 
on the 26th of February, 1816, 1s strong, full, and 
conclusive. He has heretofore said that some part 








; 
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in the printed speech; but, whatever may have 
been left out by accident, that which is in the 
speech could not have got in by accident. Such 
accidents do nut happen. A close, well-conduct- 
ed, and conclusive constitutional argument, is not 
the result of an accident or of chance; and his ar- 
gument on that occasion, as it seems to me, was 
sebeyes conclusive. He founds the right of regu- 
ating the paper currency directly on the coin- 
age power. ‘The only object,” he says, ‘the 
framers of the constitution could have in view, in 
giving to congress the power to coin money, regu- 
late the value thereof, and of foreign coin, must 
have been to give a steadiness and fixed value to 
the currency of the United States.” The state of 
things, he insisted, existing at the time of the 
adoption of the constitution, afforded an argument 
in support of the construction. There then exist- 
ed, he said, a depreciated paper currency, which 
could only be regulated and made uniforin by giv- 
ing a power, for that purpose to the general go- 
vernment. 

He proceeded to say that, by a sort of under- 
current, the power of congress to regulate the mo- 
ney of the country had caved in, and upon its ruin 
had sprung up those institutions which now exer- 
cised the right of makin money for and in the 
United States. ‘For gold and silver (he insisted) 
are not the only money; but whatever is the me- 
dium of purchase and sale; in which bank paper 
alone was now ge and had therefore, be- 
come the money of the country.” ‘The nght of 
inaking money,” he added “an attribute of sover- 
eign power, a sacred and important right, was exer- 
cised by two hundred and sixty banks, scattered 
over every part of the United States.” 

Certainly, sir, nothing can be clearer than this 
language; and, acting vigorously upon princi- 
ples thus plainly laid down, he conducted the 
bank bill, through the house of representatives. 
On that occasion, he was the champion of the 
power of congress over the currency, and others 
were willing to follow his lead. 

But the bank bill was not all. The honorable 
gentleman went much farther. The bank, it was 
hoped and expected, would furnish a good paper 
currency to the extent of its own issues; but there 
was a vast quantity of bad paper in circulation, 
and it was possible that the mere inflnence of the 
bank, and the refusal to receive this bad money at 
the treasury, might not, both, be able to banish it 
entirely from the country. The honorable nember 
meant tomake clean work. He meant that neither 
government nor people should suffer the evils of 
irredeemable paper. Therefore, he brought in 
another bill, entitled ‘A bill for the more effectual 
collection of the public revenue.” By the provi- 
sions of this bill, he proposed to lay a direct stamp 
tax on the bills of state banks; and all notes of non- 
specie paying banks were, by this stamp, to be 
branded with the following words, in distinct and 
legible characters, at length—“Nor A spectre 
NoTs.” For the tax laid on such notes, there was 
to be no composition, no commutation; but it was 
to be specifically collected, on every single bill 
issued, until those who issued such bills should 
announce to the secretary of the treasury, and 
prove to his satisfaction, that, after a day named in 
the bill, all their notes would be paid in specie on 
demand. 

And now, how is it possible, sir, for the author of 
such a measure as this, to stand up and declare, 
that the power of congress over the currency 
is limited to the mere regulation of the coin? So 
much for our authority, as it has heretofore been 
admitted and acknowledged, under the coinage 
power. 

Now, sir, is the other source of power, in my 
opinion, at all more questionable. 

Congress has the supreme regulation of com- 
merce. This gives it, necessarily, a superinten- 
dence over all the interests, agencies, and instru- 
ments of commerce. The words are general, and 
they confer the whole power. When the end is 
given, all the usual means are given. Money is 
the chief instrument or agent of commerce; there 
can, indeed, be no commerce without it, which de- 
serves the name. Congress must, therefore, regu- 
late it as it regulates other indispensable commer- 
cial interests. 1f no means were to be used to this 
end but such as are particularly enumerated, the 
whole authority would be nugatory, because no 
means are particularly enumerated. Who regulate 
ships; their tonnage; their measurement; the ship- 
ping articles; the medicine chest; and various other 
things belonging to them; and for all this we have 
no authority but the general power to regulate 
commerce; none of these, or other means or modes 
of regulation are particularly and expressly pointed 
out. 
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But is a ship & more important instrument of 
rommertéé than moriey? We protect a policy of 
insurance, becanse ft is an importatt instrument of 
ordinary commercial contract; and our laws punish 
with death any mastet of 2 vesbel, Sr others, who 
le edminit i fraud On the partied to this contract 

tasting Away a Vessel. For all this we have no 
express authority. We infer it from the general 
power of regulating commerce, and we exercise 
the power in this case, because a policy of insur- 
ance is one of the usual instruments, or means, of 
commerce. But how inconsiderable and unimpor- 
tant is a policy of insurance, as the means or an 
instrument of commerce, compared with the whole 
circulating paper of the country? 

Sir the power is granted to ue; and granted with- 
out auy specification of mea.s; and therefore we 
may lawfully exercise alithe usual meaus. d need 
not particularize these means, nor state, at present, 
what they are, or may be. One is, ro doubt, a 
proper regulation of receipts at the custom- houses 
and land offices. But this, of itself, is not enough. 
Another is a national bank, which I fully believe, 
would, even now, answer all desired purposes, and 
reinstate the currency in ninety days. These, I 
think, are the means to be first tried; and if, ;not- 
withstanding these, irredeemable paper should 
overwhelm us, others must be resorted to. We 
have no direct authority over state banks; but we 
have power over the currency, and we must pro- 
tect it, using, of course, always, such means, if 
they be found adequate, as shall be most gentle and 
mild. The great measure, sir, is a bank; because 
a bank is not only able to restrain the excessive 
issues of state banks, but is able also to furnish for 
the country a currency of universal credit, and af 
uniform value. This is the grand desideratum. 
Until such a currency is established, depend on it, 
sir, what is necessary for the prosperity of the 
country can never be accomplished. 

On the question of power, sir, we have a very impor- 
tant and striking precedent. 

The members of the senate, Mr. President, will recol- 
lect the controversy between New York and her neigh- 
bor states, fifteen or sixteen years ago, upon the exclu- 
sive right of steam navigation. New York had granted 
an_exclusive right of such navigation over her waters 
to Mr. Fulton and his associates; and declared by law, 
that no vessel propelled by steam should navigate the 
North river or the sound, without license from these 
grantees, under penalty of confiscation. 

To counteract this law, the legislature of New Jerse 
enacted, that if any citizen of hers should be restrained, 
or injured, in person or property by any party acting 
under the law of New York, such citizen should have 
remedy in her courts, if the offender could he caught 
within in her territory, and should be entitled to treble 
damages and costs. New Jersey called this act a law 
of retortion; and justified it on the general ground of 
reprisals. 

On the other side, Connecticut took fire, and as no 
steamboat could come down the sound from New 
York to Connecticut, or pass up from Connecticut to 
New York, without a New York license, she enacted a 
law, by which heavy penalties were imposed upon all 
who should presume to come into her ports and har- 
bors, having any such license. 

Here, sir, was a very harmonious state of commercial 
intercourse! a very promising condition of things in- 
deed! You could not get trem New York to New 
Haven by steam; nor could yougo from New York to 
New Jersey, without trashiilaenent in thebay. And 
now, sir, let me remind the country, that this belligerant 
legislation of the states concerned was justified and de- 
fended, by exactly the same arguments as those which 
we have heard in this debate. Every thing which has 
been said here, to prove that the authority to regulate 
commerce does not include a power to regulate cur- 
rency was said in that case, to prove that the same au- 
thority did not include an exclusive power over steam- 
boats or other means of navigation. I do not know a 
reason, a suggestion, an idea, which has been used in 
this debate, or which was used,in the debate in Septem- 
ber, to show that Congress has no power to control the 
currency of the country and make it uniform, which 
was not used in this steamboat controversy, to prove that 
the authority of this government did not reach the mat- 
ter then in dispute. Look to the forensic discussions in 
New York! Look to the argument in the court here! 
You will find it every where urged that navigation does 
not come within the general idea of reg ating com- 
merce; that steamboats are but vehicles and instru- 
ments; that the power of congress is general, and 
general only; and that it does not extend to agents and 
instruments. _ 

And what, sir, put an end to this state of things? 
What stopped these seizures and confiscations? No- 
thing in the world, sir, but the exercise of the constitu- 
tional power of this government. Nothing in the world, 
but the decision of the supreme court, that the power of 
congress to regulate commerce was paramouut; that it 
overruled any interfering state laws; and that these 
acts of the states did interfere with acts of congress, 
enacted under its clear constitutional authority. 

As to the extent of the power of regulating commerce, 
allow me to quote a single sentence from the opinion of 
one of the learned judges of the supreme eourt, de- 


livered on that occasion; a judge always distinguished 
for the great care with which he rarded tite richie: ] 
mean Mr. justice Johnson. And when I have read it, 
sit, then Say, if it does hot confirm every word and 
syllable which I have iitteved on this subject,cither 
now, or at the ‘September session. “In the advance- 
ment of society,” said the judge, “labor, transportation, 
intelligence, care, and various means of exchange, be- 
come commodities, and enter into commerce; and the 
subject, the vehicle, the agent, and these various operations, 
become the objects .of commercial regulation.” 

These just senuments prevailed. The-decision of the 
court quieted the dangerous controversy; and satisfied, 
and I will add gratified, most highly gratified, the 
whole country. 

Sir, may we not perceive at the present moment, 
without being suspected of looking with eyes whose 
sight issharpened by too much apprehension—may we 
not perceive, sir, in what is now passing around us, the 
possible beginnings of another controversy between 
states, which may be of still greater moment, and fol- 
lowed, if not arrested, by still more deplorable conse- 
quences? Do we see no danger, no disturbance, no 
contests ahead? Si, do we not behold excited com- 
mercial rivalship, evidently existing between great 
states and great cities? Do we not see an emulous 
competition for trade, external and internal? Do we 
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| but as 80 thany efforts to give to the executive an yp- 
constitutional contrel over the public moneys. Ww 
thought we saw, tverywhere, proofs of a design to 
tend executive authority, not only in derogation of th, 
ust powers of congress, but to the danger of the public 
iberty. We acted together, to check these designs 
and to arrest the march of executive prerogative and 
dominion. In all this, we were but co-operating with 
many other gentlemen here, and with a large and jp. 
tegen poruon of the whole country. 

The unfortunate results of these executive interfer. 
e1ces with the currency had made an impression oy 
the public mind. A revolution seemed in progress, and 
the people were coming in their strength, as we began 
to think, to support us and our principles. 

In this state of things, sir, we met here at the com. 
mencement of the September session: but we met, not 
as we had done; we met, not as we had paried. The 
events of May, the policy of the president in reference 
to those events, the docirines of the message of Sep- 
tember, the principles and opinions which the honor- 
able gentleman, both to my surprise, and to my infinite 
regret, came forward then to support, rendered it quite 
impossible for us to act together, for a single moment 
longer. To the leading doctrines of that message, and 
to the policy which it recommended, I felt, and stil! feel, 
a deep, conscientious, and irreconcilable opposition, 


not see the parties concerned enlarging, and proposing | The honorable gentleman supported, and still supports, 


to enlarge, to a vast extent, their plans of currency, 
evidently in connection with these em of trade and 
commerce? Do we not see states themselves becom- 


both. Here, then, we part. On these questions of con- 
stitutional power and duty and on these momentous 
questions of national policy, we separate. And so 


ing deeply interested.in great banking institutions? Do} broad and ample is the space which divides us, and so 


we not know that, already, the notes and bills of some 
states are prohibited by law from circulating in others? 
Sir, I will push these questions no farther: but I tell 


you that it was for exactly such a crisis as this—for this | that we are to meet again. 


very crisis—for this identical exigency now upon us— 


that this constitution was framed, and this government | act with the honorable gentleman. 


established. And now, sir, let those who expect to get 
over this crisis without effort and without action, let 
those whose hope it is that they may be borne along on 
the tide of circumstances and favorable occurrences. 
and who repose in the denial of their own powers and 
rm own responsibility—let all such, look well to the 
end. 

For one, I intend to clear myself from all blame. I 


deep does the division run, touching even the very foun- 
dations of the government, that, considering the time of 
life to which we both have arrived, it is not probable 
1 say this with unteigned 
and deep regret. Believe me, sir, I would most gladly 
If he would but 
come back, now, to what I consider his former prin- 
ciples and sentiments; if he would place himself on 
those constitutional doctrines which he has sustained 
through a long series of years; and if, thus standing, 
he would exert his acknowledged ability to restore the 
prosperity of the country, and put an end to the mis- 
chiets of reckless experisnents and dangerous innnova- 
tion,—I would not only willingly act with him, I would 


intend, this day, to free myself of the responsibility of | act under him; I would follow him, I would support 


consequences, by warning you of the danger into which 
you are rege ys, our public affairs, by urging and 
entreating you, as 


do now urge and entreat you, by 


him, 1 would back him, at every step, to the utmost of 
my power and ability. Such is not to be our destiny. 
That destiny is, that we here part; and all I ean say 


invoking you, as I do now invoke you, by your love of| further is, that he carries with bim the same fecling of 


country, and your fidelity to the constitution to aban- 


don all untried expedients; to put no trust in ingenuity 
and contrivance; to have done with projects which 


alarm and agitate the people; to seek no shelter from 


obligation and duty; but with manliness, directness, 
and true wisdom, to apply to the evils of the times their 


proper remedy. 


prayer! 

r. President, on the subject of the power of con- 
gress, aS well as.on other important topics, connected 
with the bill, the honorable gentleman trom South Caro- 


lina has advanced opinions, of which 1 feel bound to 


take some notice. 


That honorable gentleman, in his recent speech, at- 
tempted to exhibit a contrast between the course of 


conduct which I, and other gentlemen who act with 
me, at present pursue, and that which we have here- 
tofore followed. In presenting this contrast, he said, 


he intended nothing personal; his only object was 


truth. To this I could not object. 


sonally injurious, and that my object, also, is truth, and 


nothing else. Here I might stop: but I will even say 


something more. 

It is now five and twenty years, sir, since I became 
acquainted with the honorable gentleman, in the house 
of representatives, in which he had held a seat, I think, 
abouta year and a half before I entered it. 


sincerity, there was not, among my political contem- 
poraries, any man for whom I entertained a higher re- 
spect or warmer esteem. When we first met, we were 
both young men. I beheld in him a generous char- 
racter, a liberal and comprehensive mind, engrossed 


personal kindness on my part, the same hearty good 
will which have heretofore inspired me. 

There have been three principal occasions, sir, on 
which the honoroble gentleman has expressed his opin- 
ions upon the questions now under discussion. They 
are, his speech of the 15ih September, his published ‘et- 


; That Providence may guide the coun- | ter of the 3d November, and his leading speech of the 
sels of the country to this end, before even greater dis- 


asters and calamities overtake us, is my most fervent 


present session. ‘These Sagevtegen are all marked 
with his characteristic ability; they are ingenious, able, 
condensed, and striking. ‘They deserve an answer. 
T’o some of the @bservations in the speech of Septem: 
ber, I made a reply on the day of its delivery; there are 
other parts of it, however, which require a more de- 
liberate examination. 

Mr. President, the honorable gentleman declares in 
that speech, ‘that he belongs to the state-rights party; 
that that party, from the penning the government, 
has been opposed to a national bank as unconstitutional, 
inexpedient, and dangerous; that it has ever dreaded 
the union of the political and moneyed power, and the 
central action of the government,'to which it so strongly 


The occasion re-| tends, that the connection of the goverment with the 
quires, sir, that I should now examine his opinions; 


and I can truly say, with him, that I mean nothing per- 


banks, whether it be with a combination of state banks, 
or with a national institution, will necessarily central- 
ize the action of the system at the principal point ot 
collection and disbursement, and at which the mother 
| bank, or the head of the league of state banks, must 
be located. From that point, the whole system, throug! 
the connection with the government, wil! be enabled to 
control the exchanges both at home and abroad, and 


) From that} w.th it, the commerce, foreign and domestic, including 
period, sir, down to the year 1824, I can say, with great 


exports and imports.” 

Now, sir, this connection between government and 
the banks, to which he imputes such mischevious coil- 
sequences, he describes to be “the receiving and pay- 
ing away their notes as cash; and the use of the public 
money, from the time of the collection to the disburse- 


by great objects, distinguished talent, and, particularly, | ment.” 


great originality and vigor of thought. 
ambitious, I did not doubt; but that there was any 
thing in his ambition low or sordid, any thing approach- 
ing to a love of the mere luaves and fishes of office, 1 
did not then believe, and do not now believe. 
that moment, down to the time I have already mention- 


ed, I differed with him on any great constitutional ques- | means of business and of 


tion, I do not know it. 
But in 1824, events well known to the senate sepa- 
rated us; and that separation remained, wide and broad, 


until the end of the memorable session which terminat- | small ones from these deposites in the banks. 


ed in March, 1833. With the events of that session, 


our occasions of difference had ceased; certainly for 


the time, and, as I sincerely hoped, forever. Before 
the next meeting of congress, the public deposites had 


That he was 


Sir, if I clearly comprehend the honorable gent!e- 
man, he means no more, after all, than this: that, while 
the public revenues are collected, as heretofore, throug 
the banks, they will lie in the banks between the une 


If, from | of collection and the time of disbursement; that, during 


that period, they will be regarded as one part of the 
iscount possessed by the 
banks; and that, as a greater portion of the revenue }§ 
collected in large cities than in small ones, these large 
cities will, of course, derive greater benefits than the 
In other 
words, that, as the importing merchants in a great cily 
pay more duties to government than those in a sma 
one, so they enjoy an advantage to be derived from any 
use which the banks may make of these money*s 


been removed from their lawful custody by the presi-| while on deposite with them. Now, sir, 1 would be 


sident. Ramuoctang this exercise of the executive power, 
the honorable 








tions connected with that, and growing out of it, there 
was not, so far as I know, any 


ifference of sentiment | incidental use of more money, it is simp! 


very glad to know, supposing all this to be true, what 


rable gentleman and myself entertained the} there isin it either unequal or unjust? The benefit 18 
same opinions; and, in regard to subsequent transac- | exactly in proportion tothe 


amount of business, and a 
the sums paid. If individuals in large cities enjoy | 
because they 





between us. We looked upon all these proceedings! pay more money. It is like the case of credit on duty 
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js. Whoever imports goods with the benefit of | be paid out or advanced to whomsoever it pleases, in | Country, and will be able to perform the great business 
peg bond for duties, instead of making present pay- discharging the obligations of yovernment, bearing no | Of currency and exchange, even tho it exist in 
1V! 


it, enjoys @, certain benefit; and this benefit, in a 
meet sense, i8 in proportion to the amount of goods 
COE ned he large importer having credit for a large 
ump the small importer having credit for a small sum. 
eat the advantage, the benefit, or the indulgence, or 
OT eae we call it, is, nevertheless, entirely equal and 


‘mperual. ; 
yd then, does the collection of revenue through the 


banks “centralize” the action of the none og aye 
tem? It seems to me, sir, the cause is mista en wa the 
effect. The greatest amount of revenue is coi*cted. in 
the greatest city because it 1s already the greatest city; 
pecause its local advantages, its population, its capital 
and enterprise, draw business towards it, constitute it 
a central point in cominercial operations, and have 
made it the greatest city. It is the centralization of 
commerce by these just and proper causes—vauses 
which must always exist in every country which pro- 
duce a large collection. of revenue in the favored spot. 
The amount of capital is one of very important Cause, 
no doubt; and leaving public moneys in the banks ull 
wanted, allows to merchants, in places of large import, 
a degree of incidental benefit, in just proportion to the 
amount of capital by them employed in trade, and no 
more. Paes ee 

[ suppose, sir, it is the natural course of things in 
every commercial country, that some place, or a few 
places should go ahead of others in commercial busi- 
nessimportance. ‘T'his must ever be so, until all places 
possess precisely equal natural advantages. And I sup- 
pose, [00 that, instead of being mischevious, it is rather 
for the common good of all, that there should be some 
commercial emporium, some central point, for the ex- 
changes of trade. Government, certainiy, should not 
seek to produce this result by the bestowal of unequal 
privileges; but surely, sir, it would be a very strange 
and indefensible policy which should lead the govern- 
ment to withhold any portion of the capital of the 
country from useful employment, merely because that, 
if employed, while all enjoyed the benefit proportion- 
ately, all would not eujoy it with the same absolute 
mathematical equality. 

So much, sir, for concentration, arising from deposit- 
ing the revenues in banks. Let us now look to the 
other part of the connection, viz: the receiving of bank 
notes tur duties. How in the world does this ‘‘central- 
ize’ the commercial system? ‘The whole tendency and 
eflect, as it seems to me, is directly the otier way. Lt 
counteracts centralization. It gives all possible advan- 
tage tv local currency and local payments, and there- 
by encourages both imports and exports. It tends to 
make local money good every where. if goods be im- 
poried into Charleston, the duties are paid in Charles- 
ton notes. New York notes are not demanded. Noth- 
ing, certainly, can be fairer or more equal than this, and 
nothing more favorable to the Charleston importers. 

But how would that system work, which the gen- 
tleman himself proposes? 

it his plan could prevail, he would have the duties 
collected either in specie, or in a governinent paper 
to beissued from the treasury. He would reject ail 
bank notes whatever. If the gentleman, sir, fears 
centralization, I am astonished that he does not see 
centralization in all its terrors in this very proposition of 
hisown. Pray allow me to ask, sir, where will this 
government paper, in the course of its issue and circu- 
lation, naturally centre? ‘To what pvints will it tend? 
Certainly, most Certainly, to the greatest puints of col- 
lection and expenditure; to the very heart of the metro- 
politan city, wherever that city may be. ‘This is as in- 
evitable as the fall of water or the results of aitracuon. 
If two-thirds of the duties be collected in New York, it 
will follow, of course, that two-thirds of any government 
paper received for duties will be there received; and it 
will be myre valuable there than elsewhere. ‘The value 
of such paper would consist in its receivability, and 
nothing else. It would always tend, therefore, directly 
to the spot where the greatest demand should exist tor 
ittur that purpose. Is it not so atth.s moment with the 
outstanding treasury notes. Are they abundant in 
Georgia, iu Mississippi, in Illinois, or in New Hamp- 


shire? No sooner issued, than they commence their 
march toward the place where they are most valued 
and mostin demand; that is, to the place of the greatest 
public receipt. If you want concentration, sir, and 
chough of it—if you desire to dry up the small streams 


of commerce, and fill more full theleep and already 


swollen great channels, you will act very wisely to that 
end, if you keep out of the receipt of the treasury all 


Money but such paper as the government may furnish, 


and which shall be no otherwise redeemable than in | 
receipt for debts togovernment while at the same tume 


you depress the character of the local circulation. 


Such is the scheme of the honorable member in its 
probable commercial effect. Let us look at it in a po- 


ical point of view. 


. The honorable member says he belongs to the state- 
rights party; that party professes something of an un- 
common love of liberty; an extraordinary sensibility to 
all its dangers; and of those dangers, it most dreads the 
union of the political and money power. This we learn 
fom the authentic declaration of the gentleman him- 
And now, oh, transcendental consistency! oh, 
Most wonderful conformity of means and ends! oh, 
;Xquisite mode of gratifying high desires! behold, the 
°norable member proposes that the political power of 
'€ state shall take to itself the whole function of sup- 
plying the entire paper circulation of the country by 
Hotes or billsof its own, issued at its own discretion, to 


self. 


tl 





promise to pay, and to be kept in circulation merely by 
being made receivable at the treasury! ‘The whole cir- 
culation of the country, excepting only that which is 
metallic, and which must always be small, will thus be 
made up of mere government paper, issued for govern- 
ment purposes, and redeemable only in payment of 
government debts. In other words, the entire means 
of carrying on the whole commerce of the country will 
be held by government in its own hands, and made 
commensurate, exactly, with its own wants, purposes, 
aiid opinions; the whole commercial business of the 
country being thus made a mere appendage to re- 
venue. 

But, sir, in order that I may not misrepresent the 
honorable member, let me show you a little more dis- 
tinctly what his opinions are respecting this government 
paper. 

The honorable member says, sir, that to make this 
sub-treasury measure successful, and to secure it against 
reaction, some safe and stable medium of circulation, 
“to take the place of bank notes in the fiscal operations 
of the government, ought to be issued;” that, “‘in the 
present condition of the world, a paper currency, in 
some form, if not necessary, is almost indispensable 
in financial and commercial operations of civilized an 
extensive communities;” that, “the great desideratum is 
to ascertain what description of paper has the requisite 
qualities of being free from fluctuation in value, and 
liability to abuse in the greatest perfection; that bank 
notes do not possess these requisitesin a degree sufh- 
ciently high for. this purpose.” And then he says, “I 
go fariher. It appears to me afier bestowing the best re- 

ection I can give the subject, that no convertible pa- 
per, that is, no paper whose credit rests upon a pro- 
mise to pay, is suitable for currency.” “On what, then, 
(he asks,) ought a paper currency to rest?” “I would 
say, he answers, ‘fon demand and supply simply: which 
regulate the value of every thing else—the constant de- 
mand which government has for its necessary supplies.” 
He then proceeds to observe, “that there might be a 
sound and safe paper currency, founded on the credit 
of government exclusively.” ‘That such paper only 
to be issued tothose who had claims on the government, 
would, in its habitual state, be at or above par with gold 
and silver;” that “nothing but experience can deter- 
mine what amount, and of what denominations, might 
be safely issued; but that it might be safely assumed 
that the country would absorb an amount greatly ex- 
ceeding its annual income. Much of its exchanges, 
which amount toa vast sum, as well as its bankiug bu- 
siness, would revolve about it; and many millions 
would thus be kept in circulation beyond the demands 
of the government.” 

By this scheme, sir, government, in its disbursements, 
is not to pay money, but to issue paper. ‘This paper is 
no otherwise :ayable or redeemable, than as it may be 








received at the treasury. Itis expected to be let out 
| much faster than it comes in, so that many mill'ons will 
ibe kept in circulation; and its habitual character will 
be at or above par with gold and silver! Now, sir. if 
there is to be found anywhere a more plain and obvious 
project of paper money, in all its deformity, I should 
not Know where to look for it. 

In the first place, sir, I have suggested the complete 
union which it would form, if it were, in itself, practi- 
cable, between the political and the money power. 

The whole commerce of the country, indeed, under 
‘such a state of law, would be litle more than a sort of 
‘incident to treasury operations—rather a collateral 
emanation of the revenue system, than a substantial 
and important branch of the public interest. I have 
referred, also, to its probable consequences, upon that 
which the gentleman regards as so great an evil, and 
which he denominates “the centralization of commer- 
cial action.” 

And now I pray you to consider, Mr. President, in 
the next place, what an admirable contrivance this 








government which the gentleman has so much at 
heart. Released from all necessity of taxation, and 
trom the consequent responsibility to the people; not 
called upon to regard at all, the amount of annual in- 
come; having an authority to cause treasury notes to 
issue whenever it pleases, 


“In multitudes, like which the populous north 
Poured never from her frozen loins, to pass 
Rhene, or the Danau;’’ 


what admirable restraint would be imposed on govern- 


public service! 


ciety, and be kept at par. This is an im 











quantities exceeding, by many millions, the demands of 
government. 
If it be necessary, sir, at this day, to refute ideas like 
these, it must be because the history of all countries, 
our own included, is a dead letter to us. Even at the 
very moment in which I am speaking, the small amount 
of treasury notes which has been issued by government, 
hardly a fifth part of the ordinary annual revenue— 
though those notes bear an interest of five per cent— 
though they are redeemable in cash at the treasury at 
the expiration of the year—and though, in the mean 
time, they are everywhere received in payment of the 
government dues, are not only of less value than spe- 
cie, but of less value, also, than the notes of non-specie- 
paying banks; those banks whose paper is daily de- 
nounced here as “rags, filthy rags.’ tn my opinion, 
sir, the whole scheme is as visionary and impracticable 
as any which the genius of project ever produced. 
Mr. President, toward the close of this speech of Sep- 
tember, | find a paragraph in which several other sub- 
jects are whet ta together, and which I must ask per- 
mission to read. 
Having commended the wise and noble bearing of 
the little state-rights party, of which he says it is his 
pride to be a member thoughout the eventful period 
noes which the country has passed since 1824, he 
adds: 
“In that year, as I have stated, the tariff system tri- 
umphed in the councils of the nation. € saw its 
disastrous political bearings; foresaw its surplusses, and 
then the extravagancies to which it would lead; we 
rallied on the election of the late president to arrest it 
through the influence of the executive department of 
the government. In this we failed. We then fell back 
upon the rights and sovereignty of the states; and, by 
the action of a small but gallant state, and through the 
potency of its interposition, we brought the system to 
the ground, sustained, as it was, by the opposition 
and the administration, and by the whole power and 
patronage of the government.” ‘ 
Every part of this most extraordinary statement well 
deserves attention. 
In the first place, sir, here isan open and direct 
|avowal that the main object for rallying on general 
Jackson’s first election, was to cagcummlieh the over- 
throw of the protecting policy of the country. Indeed! 
Well, this is very frank. I am glad to hear the avowal 
made. It puts an end to all suspicions. 
It was, then, to overthrow protection, was it, that the 
_honorable gentleman took so much pains to secure 
general Jackson’s first election? I commend his can- 
dor, in now acknowledging it. But, sir, the honorable 
member had allies and associates in that rally. They 
thronged round him from all quarters, and followed his 
lead. And pray, sir, was his object, as now avowed 
by himself, the joint object of all the party? Did he 
tell Pennsylvania, honest, intelligent, straight-forward 
Pennsylvania, that such was his purpose? And did 
Pennsylvania concur in it? Pennsylvania was first and 
foremost in espousing the cause of general Jackson. 
Every body knows she is more of a tariff state than 
-any other in the union. Did he tell her that his pur- 
pose was to break the tanff entirely down? Did he 
state his objects, also, to New York? Did he state them 
to New Jersey? What say you gentlemen from Penn- 
sylvania? gentleman from New York? and genilemen 
from New Jersey? Ye who supported general Jack- 
son’s election, what say you? as it your purpose, 
also, by that election, to break down the protective po- 
licy? Or,if it were not your purpose, did you know, 
nevertheless—pray let us waiseaead that—did you 
know, nevertheless, that it was the purpose, and the 
main purpose, of the honorable member from Caroli- 
na? and did you, still, co-operate with him? 

The present chief magistrate of the country was a 
member of this body in 1828. He and the honorable 
member from Carolina were, at that time, exerting their 





would be to secure that economy in the expenses of | united forces, to the utmost, in order to bring about 


general Jackson’s election. Did they work thus zeal- 
ously together, for the same ultimate end and purpose? 
or did they mean merely to change the government, and 
then each look out for himself. 

Mr. Van Buren voted for the tariff bill of that year, 
commonly called the “bill of abominations;” but, very 
luckily, and in extremely good season, instructions for 
that vote happened to come from Albany! The vote, 
therefore, could be given, and the member giving it 
could not possibly thereby give any offence to any gen- 
tleman of the state-rights party, with whom the doc- 


ment, how doubly sure would assurance be made for it, | trine of instructions is so authentic. 
that all its expenditures would be strictly limited to the 


absolute and indispensable wants and demands of the | belong to tariff states, as they are called, and who sup- 


Sir, I will not do gentlemen injustice. ‘Those who 


ported general Jackson for the presidency, did not in- 


But, sir, fortunately. very fortunately, a scheme so | tend thereby to overthrow the protecting policy. They 
wild, and which would be so mischevious, is totally im- | only meant to make general 
practicable It rests on an assumption, for which there | come into power along with him! As to ultimate. ob- 
is not the least foundation, either in reason or experi- | jects, each had his own. _ All could agree, however, in 
ence. It takes for granted that which the history of | the it 
every commercial state refutes, and our own, especial- | sible appearance to a political union, among gentemen 
ly, in almost every page. It supposes that irredeemable | who ¢iffered so widely, on the great and lea 
government paper can circulate in the business of so- | tion of the times—the question of the protecting policy. 
i sibility. | But this difficulty was overcome by the oracular decla- 
The honorable gentleman rejects convertible bank | ration that general Jackson was in favor of a “judicious 
notes, which are equivalent to specie, since they will | tariff” 
always command it, and adopts, in their stead. govern- dle ¢ 
ment paper, with no promise to pay, but a promise only | could object to a judicious tariff? ‘Tariff men and anti- 
to be received for debts and taxes; and he puts forth the | tariff men, state-nghts men and consolidationists, those 
imagination, as I have said, so often and so long refu- | who had been called p 


ted, that this paper will be kept in circulation in the | called radicals, all thronged and flocked together here, 


ackson president, and te 


tstep. It was difficult, certainly, to give a plau- 


ng ques- 


ere, sir, was ample room and verge enough. Who 
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and with all their difference in regard to ultimate ob- 
jects, agreed to make common cause, till they should 
get into power. — ' 

The ghosts, sir, which are fabled to cross the Styx, 
whatever different hopes or purposes they may have 
beyond it, still unite, in the present wish to get over, 
and therefore all hurry and huddle into the leaky and 
shattered craft of Charon, the ferryman. And _ this 
motly throng of politicians, sir, with as much differ- 
ence of final object, and as little care for each other 
made a boat of “judicious tariff,” and all rushed an 
scrambled into Sega they filled it, near to sinking. 
The authority of the master was able, however, to keep 
them peaceable and in order, for the time, for they had 
the virtue of submission, and thuugh with occasional 
dangers of upsetting, he succeeded in pushing them all 
over with his long setting-pole. 


“Ratem conto subigit.” 


Well, sir, the honorable gentleman tells us that he 
expected, when general Jackson should be elected. to 
arrest the tariff system through the influence of the exe- 
cutive department. Here is another candid confession. 
Arrest the tariff by executive influence! Indeed! Why, 
sir, this seems like hoping, from the first, for the use of 
the veto. How, but by veto, could the executive arrest 
the tariff acts? Ard is it true, sir, that, at that early 
day, the honorable member was looking to the veto, not 
with dread, but with hope? Did he expect it, and did 
he rely upon it? Did he make the raliy of which he 
speaks, in order that he might choose a president who 
would exercise it? And did he afterwards complain of 
it, or does he complain of it now, only because it was 
i Sirocted=-becasst it turned out to be a thunderbolt, 
which did not fall in the right place? 

In this reliance on executive influence—sir, I declare 
I hardly can trust myself that I read or quote correctly, 
when I find, in what I read, or from what I quote, the 
honorable member from South Carolina, by his own 
confession, hoping or expecting to accomplish any thing 
by executive influence; yet so it was spoken, and soit is 

rinted—in this reliance, or this hope, or expectation, 
ounded on executive influence, the honorable gentle- 
man and his friends failed; and, failing in this, he says, 
they fell back on the sovereignty of the states, and 
brought the system to the ground “through the potency 
of interposition;” by which he means neither more nor 
less than nullification. So then, sir, according to this, 
that excessive fear of power which was so much cher- 
ished by the nullifiers, was only awakened to a flame 
in their bosoms, when they found that they could not 
accomplish their own ends by the executive power of 
the president. 

1am no authorized commentator, sir, on the doc- 
trines or theories of nullification. Non nostrum. But, 
if this exposition be authentic, I must say it is not cal- 
culated to diminish my opposition to the sentiments of 
that school. ae 

But the gentleman goes on to tell us that nullification, 
or interposition, succeeded. By means of it, he says 
he did bring the ae re system to the ground. An 
so, in his published letter of November 3d, he states 
thit “state interposition has overthrown the protective 
tariff, and with it, the American system.” 

We are to understand, then, sir, first, that the com- 
promise act of 1833 was foroed upon congress by state 
interposition, or nullification. _ 

Next, that its object and design, so far as the honor- 
able gentleman was concerned in, was to break down 
and destroy, forever, the whole protective policy of the 
country. 

And lastly, that it has accomplished that purpose, and 
that the last vestige of that policy is wearing away. 

Now, sir, I must say, that, in 1833, I ente-tained no 
doubt at all that the esign of the gentleman was ex- 
actly what he now states. On this point, I have not 
been deceived. It was not, certainly, the design of all 
who acted with him; but, that it was his purpose, | 
knew then, as clearly as 1 know now, after his open 
avowal of it; and this belief governed my conduct at 
the time, together with that of a great majority of those 
in both houses of congress, who, after the act of 1824, 
felt bound to earry out the provisions of that act, and 
to maintain them reasonably and fairly. I opposed the 
compromise act with all my power. It appeared to 
me every way objectionable: it looked like an atttem pt 
to make a new constitution; to introduce agether fun- 
damental law, above the power of congress, and which 
should control the authority and discretion of congress, 
in all time to come. ‘This, of itself, was a conclusive 
objection with me; I said so then, have often said so 

since, and say so now. I said, then, that I, fur one, 
should not be bound by that law more than any other 
law, except that, as it was a law passed on a very im- 
portant and apnsng subject, I should not be disposed 
to interfere with it, until a case of clear necessity should 
arise. On this principle I have acted since. When that 
case of necessity shall arise, however, should I be in 
public life, I shall concur in any alteration of that act, 
which such necessity may require. That suchan occa- 
sion may come, I more than fear. I entertain something 
stronger than a doubt upon the possibility of maintain- 
ing the manufactures and industry of this country, upon 
such a system as the compromise act will leave us, 
when it shall have gone through its processes of reduc- 
tion. All this, however, I leave to the future. 

Having had occasion, Mr. President, to speak of 
nullitication and the nullifiers, I beg leave to say, that 
i have not done so for any purpose of reproach. Cer- 
tainly, sir, | see no possible connexion, myself, between 
their principles or opinions, and the support of this 


measure. They, however, must speak for themselves. 
They may have intrusted the bearing of their standard, 
for aught [ know, to the hands of the honorable mem- 
ber from South Carolina; and I perceived last session, 
what I perceive now, that in his opinion there is a con- 
nexion between these projects of government and the 
doctrines: of nullification. Ican only say, sir, that it 
will be marvellous to me if that banner, though it be 
said to be tattered and torn, shall yet be lowered in obei- 
sance, and laid at the footstool of executive power. T'o 
the sustaining of that power, the passage of this bill is 
of the utmostimportance. The administration will re- 

rd its success 2s being to them, what Cromwell said 
the battle of Worcester was to him—‘“‘a crowning mer- 
cy.” Whether gentlemen, who have distinguished 
themselves so much by their extreme jealousy of this 
government, shall now find it consistent with their 
principles to give their aid in accomplishing this con- 
summation, remains to be seen. 

The next exposition of the honorable gentleman's 
sentiments and opinions, is his letter of November 3d. 

This letter, sir, isa curiosity. Asa paper, describing 
political movements, and exhibiting political opinions, it 
1s without a parallel. Its phrase is altogether military. 
It reads like a despatch, or a bulletin from headquarters. 
It is full of attacks, assaults, and repulses. It recounts 
movements and counter-movements; speaks of occu- 
pying one position, falling back upon another, and ad- 
vancing to a third; it has positions to cover enemies, 
and positions to hold allies in check. Meantime, the 
peep of all these operations reminds one of the rapidi- 
ty of the military actions of the king of Prussia, in the 
seven years’ war. Yesterday he was in the south, giv- 
ing battle to the Austrian—to-day he is in Saxony, or 
Silesia; instantly he is found to have traversed the Elec- 
torate, and is facing the Russian and the Swede on his 
northern frontier. tf you look for his place on the map, 
before you find it he has quitted it. He is always march- 
ing, flying, falling back, wheeling, attacking, defend- 
ing, surprising; fighting everywhere, and fighting all 
the time. In one particular, however, the campaigns, 
described in this letter, differ from the manner in which 
those of the great Frederick were conducted. I think 
we nowhere read, in the narrative of Frederick’s 
achievements, of his taking a position to cover an ene- 
my, or a position to hold an ally in check. These refine- 
ments, in the science of tactics and of war, are of more 
recent discovery. 

Mr. President, public men must certainly be allowed 
to change their opinions, and their associations when- 
ever they see fit. No one doubts this. Men may have 
grown wiser, they may have attained to better and more 
correct views of great public subjects. It would be un- 
fortunate, if there were any code which should oblige 
men, in public or private life, to adhere to opinions 
once entertained, in spite of experience and better 
knowledge, and against their own convictions of their 
erroneous character. Nevertheless, sir, it must be ac- 
knowledged, that what sapeen to be a sudden, as well 
as a — change, naturally produces a shock. I con- 
fess, for one, I was shocked, when the honorable gen- 
tleman, at the last session, espoused this bill of the ad- 
ministration. And when I first read this letter of No- 
vember, and, in the short space of a column and a 
half, ran through such a succession of political move- 
ments, all terminating in placing the honorable member 
in the ranks of our opponents, and entitling him to 
take his seat, as he has done, among them, if not at 
their head, I confess I felt still greater surprise. All 
this seemed a good deal too abrupt. Sudden move- 
ments of the affections, whether personal or political, 
are alittle out of nature. 

Several years ago, sir, some of the wits of England 
wrote a mock play, intended to ridicule the unnatural 
and false feeling, the sentimentality, of a certain Ger- 
man school of literature. In this play, two strangers 
are brought together atan inn. While they are warm- 
ing themselves at the fire, and before their acquaint- 
ance is yet five minutes old, one springs up and ex- 
claims to the other, “A sudden thought strikes me! 
Let us swear an eternal friendship!” 

This affectionate offer was instantly accepted, and 
the friendship duly sworn unchangeable and eternal! 
Now, sir, how long this eterual friendship lasted, or in 
what manner it ended. those who wish to know, may 
learn by referring to the play. 

But it seems to me, sir, shat the honorable member 
has carried his political sentimentality a good deal 
higher than the flight of the German school; for he ap- 
pears to have fallen suddenly in love, not with stran- 
gers, but with opponents. 

Here we all had been, sir, contending against the 
progress of executive power, and more particularly, and 
most strenuously, against the projects and experiments 
of the administration, upon the currency. The honor- 
able member stood among us, not only as an assuciate, 
but asa leader. We thought we were making some 
headway. The people appeared to be coming to our 
support and our assistance. The country had been 
roused; every successive election weakening the 
strength of the adversary, and increasing our own. 
We were in this career of success carried strongly for- 
ward by the current of public opinion, and only needed 
to hear the cheering voice of the honorable member, 


“Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once 
more!” 


and we should have prostrated, forever, this anti-con- 
stitutional, anti-commercial, anti-repubhican, and anti- 
American policy of the administration. But, instead 





of these encouraging and animating accents, behold! | 





in the very crisis of our affairs, on the very eve of... 
: Mf Vie. 
tory, the honorable member cries out—to the ene, 
not to us, his allies—but to the enemy—“Holioat 
sudden thought strikes me! I abandon my allies! jy 
I think ot it, they have always been my oppress i 
abandon them, and now let you and me swear a, 
nal friendship!” 
_, such a proposition, from such a quarter, sir, yas . 
likely to be long withstood. The other party Was a Ie 
tle coy, but, upon the whole, nothing loath, Afi 
proper hesitation, and a little decorous blushing, jt ao 
ed the soft impeachment, admitted an equally-sudd.. 
sympatitetic impulse on its own side; and, since fon 
words are wanted where hearts are already known the 
honorable gentleman takes his place among his Lee 
friends, amidst greetings and caresses, and is already 
enjoying the sweets of an eternal friendship. / 
n this letter, Mr. President, the writer says, jn gy) 
stance, that he saw, at the commencement of the last 
session, that affairs had reached that point, when he and 
his friends, according to the course they should take 
would reap the full harvest of their long and arduous 
siruggle, against the encroachments and abuses of jj, 
— government,- or lose the fruits of all thei 
abors. 

At that time, he says, state interposition (viz. nyljif. 
cation) had overthrown the protecting tariff and {lip 
American system, and put a stop to congressiona| 
usurpation; that he had previously been united with the 
national republicans; and that their joint attacks had 
brought down the power of the executive; but that, iy 
joining such allies, he was not insensible to the embar. 
rassment of his position; that, with them, victory itselj 
was dangerous; and that, therefore, he had been wait. 
ing for events; that now, (that is to say, in September 
last,) the joint attacks of the allies had brought dowy 
executive power; that the administration had become 
divested of power and influence, and that it had be- 
come clear that the combined attacks of the allied forces 
would utterly overthrow and demolish it. All this he 
saw. But he saw, too, as he says, that in that case the 
victory would enure, not to him or his cause, but to his 
allies and their cause. I do not mean to say that he 
spoke of personal victories, or alluded to personal ob. 
jects, at all. He spoke of his cause. 

He proceeds to say, then, that never was there be- 
fore, and never, probably, will there be again, so fair 
an opportunity for himself and his friends to carry ou: 
their own principles and policy, and to reap the fruits of 
their long and aduous sided. These principles and 
this policy, sir, be it remembered, he represents, al 
along, as identified with the principles and policy of 
nullification. And he makes use of this glorious oppor- 
tunity, by refusing to join his late allies in any further 
attack on those in power, rallying anew the old state 
rights party to hold in check their old opponents, the 
national republican party. This, he says, would enabe 
him to prevent the complete ascendancy of his allies, 
and to compel the southern division of the administr- 
tion party to occupy the ground ef which he proposes 
to take possession, to wit, the ground of the old siate- 
rights party. They will have, he says, no other alter- 
na‘ive. 

Mr. President, stripped of its military language, what 
is the amount of all this, but that, finding the adminis: 
tration weak, and likely to be overthrown, if the oppo- 
sition continued with undiminished force, he went over 
to it, to join it; to act, bimself, upon nullification prin 
ciples; and to compel the southern members of the ad- 
ministration to meet him on those principles?—~ in other 
words, to make a nullification administration, and to 
take such part in it as should belong to him and his 
friends. He confesses, sir, that in thus abandoning his 
allies, and taking a position to cover those in power, he 
perceived a shock would be created, which would re- 
quire some degree of resolution and firmness. In this 
- was right. A shock, sir, has been created; yet there 

e is. 

This administration, sir, is represented as succeeding 
to the last, by an inheritance of principle. It professes 
to tread in the foot-steps of its illustrious predecessor. 
It adopts, generally, the sentiments, principles, end 
opinions, of general Jackson—proclamation and ull: 
and yet, though he be the very prince of nullifiers, and 
but lately regarded as the chiefest of sinners, it recelves 
the honorable gentleman with the utmost complacency; 
to all appearance the delight is mutual; they find hv: 
an able leader, he finds them complying followers. Bu, 
sir, in all this movement, he understands himse!f. He 
means to go ahead, and to take them along. He is"! 
the engine-car; he controls the locomotive. His han¢ 
regulates the steam, to increase or retard speed, at b's 
own discretion. And as to the occupants of the pa* 
senger-cars, sir, they are as happy a set of gen‘lemen as 
one might desire to see, of a summer's day. ‘They !€¢ 
that they are in progress; they hope they shall not be 
run off the track; and when they reach the end of the! 
journey, they desire to be thankfu!! ie 

The arduous struggle is now all ever. Its riches 
fruits are all reaped; nullification embraces the sub- 
treasuries, and oppression and usurpation will be heat 
ef no more. 

On the broad surface of the country, sir, there} , 
spot called “the hermitage.” In that residence een 
occupant very well known, and not a little remarka ; 
both in person and character. Suppos , sir, the tal 
pant of the hermitage were now to open that om 
ter the Senate, walk forward, and look over the cha } 
ber to the seats on the other side. Be not frighten , 

ntlemen, it is but fancy’s sketch. Suppose he sho 
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ak ‘ ou44 * 
has fallen the chief support of that administration, 


which was, in so great a degree, appointed by himself, 


of his own. If gentlemen bg d to see “y mgr 

‘itary step, his erect posture, his compressed lips, his 

Dal -nitted brow, and his eye full of fire, I cannot 
vl Y inkin , sir, they would all feel somewhat queer. 
There vault be, I imagine, not a little awkward moy- 
ing, and shifting in their seats. They would expect 
300? to hear the roar of the lion, even if they did not 
el his paw- 
- ord sir, to the speech of the honorable member, 
delivered on the 15th o February last, in which he an- 
nounces propositions, respecting the constitutional 
ower of congress, which, if they can be maintained, 
must necessarily give a new direction to our legislation, 
and would go far towards showing the necessity of the 
present bill. ee a tied 

The honorable member, sir, insists that congress has 
no right to make general deposites of the public revenue } 
in banks; and he denies, too, that it can authorize the 
reception of any thing but gold and silver in the pay- 
ment of debts and dues to the government. _ 

These questions, sir, are questions of magnitude, cer- 
tainly, and since they have been raised, ought to be 
answered. ‘They may be considered together. Allow 
me in the first place, however, to clear them from some 
extranevus matter. ‘The honorable member puts the 
first question thus: Have we the right to make depos- 
ites in the banks, in order to bestow confidence in 
them, with a view to enable them to resume specie pay- 
ments? And, by way of illustration, asks the further 
question, whether government could constitutionally 
bestow on individuals, or a private association, the same 
advantages, in order to enable them to pay_their debts? 
But this [take not to be the question. ‘The true in- 
quiry is, may not congress authorize the public revenue, 
in the intervening time between its receipt and its ex- 
penaiture, to be deposited in banks, for the general pur- 
pose of safe-keeping, in the same way as individuals | 
deposite their own money? And if this mode of safe- | 
keeping be attended wih incidental advantages, of | 
considerable importance tu the community, is not that, 
a reason which may properly govern the discretion of 
congress in the case? To benefit the banks, or to bene- 
fit he community, is, in this case, not the main yo 
it is only the incident; and as to the case put for illus- 
tration, it would not be expected of congress, certain- 
ly,tomake deposites with individuals with a view 
principally, of enabling such individuals to pay their 
debts: itmight, nevertheless, be very competent to con- 
gress, in sone cases, and a very proper exercise of its 
power, to deposite money, even with individuals, in 
such manner as that it might be advantageous to the 
depositary. This incidental or consequential advan- 
tage results, often, from the nature of the transaction, 
and is inseparable from it. It may always be enjoyed, 
more or less, by any one, who holds public money for 
disbursement. In order to the necessary exercise of any 
of its powers, government doubtless may make con- 
tracts with banks or other corporations as well as with 
individuals. If it has occasion to buy bills of exchange, 
itmay buy them of banks. If it has stock or treasury 
notes to sell, it may sell to banks, as the secretary of the 
treasury has lately proposed. It may employ banks, 
therefore, at its discretion, for the keeping of the pub- 
ic moneys, as those moneys must be kept somewhere. | 
ltcan no more need a specific grant of power in the 
constitution for such a purpose, than one merchant, be- 
coming agent for another to receive and pay out mo- 
ney, would need a particular clause in his authority, 
enabling him to use banks for these purposes as other 
persons use them. No question hasever been raised in 
this government about the power of congress to author- 
ize such deposites. Mr. Madison, in opposing the first 
bank charter in 1791, argued, strenuously, that a bank 
of the United States was not necessary to government 
as a depository of the public moneys, because, he in- 
sisted, its use could be supplied by other banks. This 
sufficiently shows his opinion. And in 1300, congress 
nade it the duty of the collectors of customs to de- 
posite bonds for duties in the bank and its branches for 
collection. 

When the charter of the first bank expired, in 1811, 
ainost every gentleman who oppvused its renewal con- 
tended that it was not necessary for the purpose of 
ilding deposites of revenue, because s‘ate banks 
could answer all such purposes equally well. A strong 
and prevailing tone of exqunatite runs through all the 
speeches on that occasion, tending to this conclusion, 
viz. that government may derive from state banks all 
the benefit which a bank of the United States could 
render. In 1816, when the charter of the last bank was 
granted, it contained, as originally presented, no pro- 





vision for making the public deposites in the bank. The | 


ill was probably drawn, in this particular, from the 
model of the first charter, in which no such clause was 
contamed, without adverting to the law of 1800; but a 


that congress cannot, constitutionally, autherize the 
receipt of bank notes, though they be notes of specie- 
paying banks, in payment oi debts to government; be- 
cause, he says, that would make them money; and if 
we make them money, then are we bound to control 
and regulate that money. Most certainly, sir, I agree 
with the honorable member, that when bank notes be- 
come money, we are beund to control and regulate 
them. I thank him for this admission; since it goes a 
reat way to support that proposition, for which I have 
beee contending. That bank notes have become mc- 
ney in fact, that they answer the uses of money, that, 
in many respects, the law treats them as money, 1s cer- 
tain. Why, then, are we not already bound to control 
and regulate them? ‘The gentleman will say, because 
we have not, ourselves, made them money. But is that 
any answer? If they have become money in fact, they 
require the same regulation, and we have the same 
authority to bestow it, as if they had acquired that 
character by any acts of our own: because our power 
is general; it is to take care of the money of the coun- 
try, and to regulate all the great concerns of commerce. 
But let us see how this opinion of the hunorable 
member stands upon the authorities in our own his- 


ry. 

When the first bank was established, the right of 
congress to create such a corporation was, as we all 
know, very much disputed. Large majorities, how- 
ever, in both houses, were of opinion that the right ex- 
isted, and they theretore granted the charter; and in 
this charter there was an express provision that the 
bills of the bank should be receivable in all payments 
to government. ‘Those who opposed the bank did not 
object to this clause: on the contrary, they went even 
much farther; and Mr Madison expressly insisied that 
congress might grant or refuse, to state banks, the 
privilege of having their notes received in revenue. In 
1791, therefore, men of ali parties supposed that con- 
rress, in its discretion, might authorize the receipt of 

ank notes. ‘The same principle was incorporated into 
the bank charter of 1816: indeed, it was in the bill 
which the gentleman himself reported; and it passed 
without objection from any quar‘er. But this is not all. 
M:. President, let us look into the proceedings of the 
session of 1815-16, a little more closely. At the com- 
mencement of that session, Mr. Madison drew out at- 
tention to the state of the currency; by which he meant 
the paper currency of the country, which was then 
very much disordered, as the banks had suspended 
specie payment during the war, and had not resumed. 
Karly in the progress of the session, the honorable 
member from South Carolina moved that this part of 
the message should be referred toa select committee. 
It was so ordered. The committee was raised, and 
the honorable gentleman placed atitshead. As chair- 
man of the committee, he introduced the bank bill, ex- 
plained it, defended it, and carried it triumphantly 
through the house, having in it the provision which I 
have before mentioned. 

But there is something more. At the same session 
the gentleman introduced the bill for the further col- 


This amendment was opposed, and for a time de- 
feated: butit was renewed, and finally prevailed. It 
was incorporated into the resolution, became part of 
the law of the land, and so remains at this very mo- 
ment. Sir, may I not now say to the honorable mem- 
ber, that if the constitution of the country has been 
violated by treating bank notes as money—"Thou art 
the man!” 

How is it possible, sir, the gentleman could so far 
forget his own agency in these most important transac- 
tions, as to stand up here, the other day, and with an 
air not unly of confidence, but of defiance, say: “But 
I take a siill higher ground; I strike at the root of the 
mischief. I deny the right of this government to treat 
bank notes as money in its fiscal transactions. On this 
great question I never have before committed myself, 
though not generally disposed to abstain trom forming 
or expressing opinions.” 

I will only add, sir, that this reception and payment 
of bank notes was expressly recognised by the act ot 
the 14th April, 1836; by the depusite act of June of that 
year, and by the bill which passed both houses in 1837, 
but which the pres.dent cid neither approve nor return. 
In all these acts, su far as I know, the honorable mem- 
ber from South Carolina himself concurred. 

So much for authority. 

But now, sir, what is the principle of construction 
upon which the gentleman relies to sustain his doc- 
trine? “The genius of our constitution,” he says, “is 
opposed to the assumption of power?’ This is un- 
duubtedly true: no one can deny it. But he adds, 
“whatever power it gives, is expressly granted.” 

But I think, sir, this by no means follows from the 
first proposition, and cannot be maintained. Itis doubt- 
less true that no power is to be assumed; but then pow- 
ers may be inferred, or necessarily implied. Itis nota 
question of assumption, it is a quesuon of fair, just, 
and reasonable interence. ‘To hold that no power is 
granted, and no means authorized, but such as are 
granted or authorized by espress words, would be to 
establish a docrine that would put an ead to the gov- 
ernment. It could not last through a single session of 
congress. If such opinions had prevailed in the be- 
ginning, it never could have been putin motion, and 
would not have drawn its first breath. My friend, near 
me, from Delaware, has goue so fully and so ably into 
this part of the subject, that it has become quite unne- 
cessary for me to pursue it. Where the coustiiution 
confers on congress a general power, or imposes a 
general duty, all other powers necessary for the exer- 
cise of that general power, and for fulfilling that duty, 
are implied, so far as there is no prvhibition. We act 
every day upon this principle, and could not carry on 
the government without its aid. Under the power to 
coin money, we build expensive mints—fill them with 
officers—punish such otters for embezzlemment—buy 
bullion—and exercise various other acts of power. 

The constitution says that the judicial power of the 
United States shail be vested in ceriain courts. Under 
this genera! authority we not only establish such courts, 





lection of the revenue, to which I have already refer- 
red, and in which bill he carried the receivability of | 


any bank or bankers which were payable and paid, on de- 
mand, in specie,might be allowed and accepted in all pay- 
ments to the United States. So that the honurable gen- | 


which it was provided that the notes of state banks 
should be considered and treated as money at the 
treasury. Sull further, sir. The bill containing this 


provision necessary, indispensably necessary, fur the 
state of things then existing, [ introduced, I think, the 
very next day afier the failure of the honorable gentle- 
man’s bill, three resolutions. The two first were mere- 
ly declaratory, asserting that all duties, taxes, and im- 
sts, ought to be uniform, and that the revenues of the 

nited States ought to be collected and received in the 
legal currency, Or in treasury notes, 0° the notes of the 
Bank of the United States, as by law provided. These 
two resolutions I agreed to waive, as it was thought 
they were not essenual, and that they mightimply some 
degree of censure upon past transactions. ‘The third 
resolution was in these words: 

“And resolved, further, That the secretary of the 
treasury be, and he hereby is, required and directed to 
adopt such measures as he may deem necessary to 


sums of money accruing or becoming payable to the 
United S:ates, to be collected and paid in the tegal cur- 
rency of the United States, or_ treasury notes, or notes 
of the Bank of the United States, as aforesaid; and 
that from and after the Ist day of February next, no 
such du:ies, taxes, debts, or sums of money accruing 
or becoming payable to the United States as aforesaid, 
ought to be collected or received otherwise than in the 














Section was introduced, on my motion, making it the 
uty of collectors to deposite the public moneys in the 
ank and its branches. It was this section of the law 

Which some of us thought was violated by the removal 

of the deposites. The main object of the deposite bill 

of 1836, as we know, was to regulate deposites of the 
public money with the state banks; so that, from the 
commencement of the government to the present time, 
nobody has thought of making any question of the con- 

“—. power of congress to make such arrange- 

The gentleman’s other proposition, and which he 
ays down with still more confidence and emphasis, is, 


legal currency of the United States, or treasury no’es, 
or notes of the Bank of the United States, as afore- 
said.” : 

The senate will perceive that, in this eresolution of 
mine, there was no provision whatever for receiving 
bank notes, except of the Bank of the United States, 
according to its sites. Well, what happened there- 
on? Why, sir, if you look into the National Intelli- 

encer of a succeeding day, you will find it stated, 
that Mr. Calhoun moved to amend Mr. Webster’s re- 
solution by “extending us provisions to the notes of all 
banks which should, at the time specified therein, pay their 
notes in specie on demand.” 





bank notes much further, and provided that notes of | 


tieman himself drew, with his own pen, the very first | 
legal enactment in the history of this government, by | 


provision did not pass the house; and as I deemed some | 


but protect their records by penalties against forgery, 
and the purity of their administration by punishing 
perjuries. ' 

‘ne department of the post office@is another, and 
signal instance, of the extent and necessity of implied 
powers. ‘The whole authority of congress over this 
subject is expressed in very few words; they are mere- 
ly “to establish post offices and post roads.” Under 
this short and general grant, laws of congress have 
been extended toa great variety of very important en- 
actments, without the specific grant of any power 
whatever, as any one may see whv will look over the 
post office laws. In these laws, among other provi- 
sions, penalties are enacted against a great number of 
offences; thus deducting the highest exercise of crimi- 
nal jurisdiction, by reasonable and necessary inference, 
yom the general authority. But I forbear from travers- 
ing a field already so fully explored. 

‘There are one or two other remarks, sir, in the gen- 


| tleman’s speech, which 1 must not entirely omit to no- 


tice. 

In speaking of the beneficial effects of this measure, 
one, he says, would be, tnat “the weight of the banks 
would be taken from the side of the tazr-consumers, 
where it has been, from the commencement of the 

overnment, and placed on the side of the tuz-payers. 
his great division of the community necessarily grows 
out of the fiscal action of the government.” 











Sir, [ utterly deny that there is the least foundation, 


cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxes, deLis, or |in fact, for this distinction. It is an odious distinction, 


calculated to inspire envy and hatred; and being, as I 
thnk. wholly groundless, its suggestion, and the en- 





deavor to maintain it, ought to be resisted, and repelled. 
We are all tax-payers, in the United Siates, who use 
articles on which imposts are laid; and who is there 
that is excused from this tax, or does not pay his proper 
part of it, according to his consumption? Certainly no 
one. 

On the other hand, who are the tax-consumers?— 
Clearly, the army, the navy, the laborers on public 
works, and other persons in government employment. 
But even these are not idle consumers; they are agents 
of the government and of the people. Pensioners may 
be considered as persons who enjoy benefit from the 
public taxes of the country, without rendering present 
service in return; but the legal provision for them stands 
on the ground of previous merits, which none deny. 
If we had avast national debt, the annual interest ot 
which was a_ charge upon the country, the holders of 
this debt might be considered as tax-consumers. But 





we have no such debt. If the distinction, therefore, 
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which the gentleman states exists anywhere, most cer- 
taintly it does not exist here. And I cannot but ex- 
ceedingly regret that sentiments and opinions should 
be ex realaa here, having so little foundation, and yet 
so well calculated to spread prejudice and dislike, far 
and wide, against the government and institutions of 
the country. 

But, sir, [ have extended these remarks already to a 
length for which I find no justification but in my pro- 
found conviction of the importance of this crisis in our 
national affairs. We are, as it seems to me, about to 
rush macly from our proper spheres. We are to relin- 
quish the performance of our own incumbent duties; 
to abandon the exercise of essential powers, confided 
by the constitution to our hands, for the good of the 
country. This was my opinion in September—it is my 
opinion now. What we propose to do, and what we 
omit to do, are, in my judgment, likely to make a fear- 
ful, perhaps a fatal, inroad upon the unity of commerce 
between these states, as well as to embarrass and 
harass the employments of the people, and to prolong 
the existing evils. 

Sir, whatever we may think of it now, the constitu- 
tion had its immediate origin in the conviction of the 
necessity for this uniformity, or identity, in commercial 
regulations. 

he whole history of the country, of every year and 
every month, from the close of the war of the revolu- 
tion to 1789, proves this. Over whatever other inter- 
ests it vas made to extend, and whatever other bless- 
ings it now does, or hereafier may, confer on the mil- 
lions of free citizens who do or shall live under its pro- 
tection; even though in time to come, it should raise a 
yramid of power and grandeur, whose apex should 
Gok down, on the loftiest political structures of other 
nations and other ages, it will yet be true, that it 
was itself the child of pressing commercial neces- 
sity. Unity and identity of commerce among all the 
states was its seminal principle. It had been found 
absolutely impossible to excite or foster enterprise 1n 
trade, under the influence of discordant and jarring 
state regulations. ‘The country was losing all the ad- 
vantages of its position. The revolution itself was be- 
ginning to be regarded as a doubtful blessing. ‘The 
ocean before us was a barren waste. No American 





canvass whitened its bobsom—no keels of ours ploughed 
its waters. ‘The journals of the congress of the confe- | 
deration show the most constant, unceasing, unwearied, | 
but always unsuccessful appeals to the states and the | 
people, to renovate the sysieim, to infuse into that con- 
federation at once a spirit of union and a spirit of ac-— 
tivity, by conferring on congress the power over trade. | 
By nothing but the aspen of its indispensable ne- | 
cessity—by nothing 

from its want, were the states and the people brought, 
and brought by slow degrees, to invest this power, in a 
permanent and competent government. 

Sir, hearken to the fervent language of the old con- | 
gress in July, 1735, in a letter addressed to the states, | 
prepared by Mr. Monroe, Mr. King, and_ other great | 
names, now transferred fr. m the lists of living men, to | 
the records which carry down the fame of the disTn- | 
guished dead. The proposition before them, the great | 





yut their consciousness of suffering | 


| 
| 
' 
} 


objects to which ghey so solicitously endeavored to draw | 
the attention of the states, was this, viz: that “the 
United States, in congress assembled, should have the 
sole and exclusive naht of regulating the trade of the 
states, as well with foreign nations as with each other.” 
This, they say, is urged upon the states by every consi- 
deration of local as well as of federal policy; and they 
beseech them to agree to it, if they wish to promote the | 
strength of the union, and to connect it by the strong: | 
est ties of interest and affection. ‘This was in July, 
1735. 

In the same spirit, and for the same end, was that 
most important resolution which was adopted in the 
house of delegates of Virginia, on the 21st day of the 
fo'lowing January. Sir, I read the resolution eatire. 

Resolved, That Edmund Rarfolph, and others be 
appointed commissioners, who, or any five of whom, 
shall meet such commissioners as may be appointed by 
the other states in the union, ata time and place to be 
agreed on, to take into consideration the trade of the 
United States; to examine the relative situations and 
tra le of the said states; to consider how far a uniform 
system in their commercial regulations may be neces- 
sary to their common interest and their permanent har- 
mony, and to report to the several states such an act 
relative to this great object, as, when unanimously rati- 
fied by them, will enable the United States, in congress 
assembled, effectually to provide for the same: that the 
said commissioners shall immediately transmit to the 
several states, copies of the preceding resolution, with a 
circular letter requesting their concurrence therein and 
proposing a time and place for the meeting aforesaid.” 

ere, sir, let us pause. Let us linger, at the waters of 
this original fountain. Let us comtemplate this, the 
first step, in that series of proceedings, so full of great 
events to us and the world. Notwithstanding the em- 
barrassment and distress of the country, the recom- 
mendation of the old congress had not been complied 
with. Every attempt to bring the state legislatures into 
any harmony of action, or any pursuit of a common 
object, had signally and disastrously failed. ‘The exi- 
gency of the case called for a new movement; for a 
more direct and powerful attempt to bring the good 
sense and patriotism of the country into action upon 
the crisis. A solemn assembly was therefore proposed 
—a general convention of delegates from all the siates. 
And now, sir, what was the exigency? What was this 
crisis? Look at the resolution itself; there 1s not an 





, loners, so as to embrace not only commercial regula- 
| tions, but other umportant matters. ‘This suggestion the 


cerning its precise nature and limits, might require a | 





'government adequate to the exigencies of ihe union.” 


‘the commerce of the United States. There were not 





idea in it but trade. Commerce! commerce! is the be- 
ginning and end of it. The subject to be considered 
and examined was “the relative situation of the trade 
of the states;” and the object to be obtained was the 
“establishment of a uniform system m their commer- 
cial regulations, as necessary to the common interest 
and their permanent harmony.” ‘Thisis all. And, sir, 
by the adoption of this ever-memorable resolution, the 
house of delegates of Virginia, on the 21st day of Janu- 
ary, 1736, performed the first act in the train of mea- 
sures which resulted in that constitution, under the au- 
thority of which you now sit in that chair, and I have 
now the honor of addressing the members of this body. 

Mr. President, I am a northern man. I am attach- 
ed to one of the States of the north, by the ties of birth 
and parentage, educaiion, and the associations of earl 
life; and by sincere gratitude for proofs of public Oni 
dence early bestowed. I am bound to another north- 
ern state by adoption, by long residence, by all the 
cords of social and domestic life, and by an attachment 
and regard, springing from her manifestations of 
approbation and favour, which grapple me to her with 
hooks of steel. And yet, sir, with the same sincertty 
of respect, the same deep gratitude, the same rever- 
ence, and hearty good will, with which I would pay a 
similar tribute to either of these states, do I here ac- 
knowledge the commonwealth of Virginia to be enti- 
tled to the honor of commencing the work of estab- 
lishing this constitution. The hs is hers, let her 
enjoy it; let her-forever wear it proudly; there is not a 
brighter jewel in the tiara that adorns her brow. Let 
this resolution stand, illustrating her records, and bla- 
zoning her name through all time! 


The meeting, sir, proposed by the resolution was 
holden. . It took place, as all know, in Annapolis, in 
May of the same year; but it was thinly attended, and 
its members, very wisely, adopted measures to bring 
about a fuller and more general convention. Their 
letter to the states on this occasion is full of instruction. 
It shows their sense of the unfortunate condition of the 
country. In their meditations on the subject, they saw 
the extent to which the commercial power must neces- 
sarily extend. The sagacity of New Jersey had led 
her, in agreeing to the original proposition of Virginia, 
to enlarge the object of the appointment of commis- 


oD” 
commissioners adopted, because they thought, as they 
inform us; ‘that the power of regulating trade is of such 
comprehensive extent, and will enter so far into the 
general system cf the federal government, t’ at to give | 


it efficacy, and to obviate questions and doubts con- 


corresponding adjustment of other parts of the federal ! 
system.” Here you see, sir, that other powers, such as 
are DoW in the constitution, were expected to branch 
vut of the necessary commercial power; and, there- 
fore, the letter of the commissioners concludes with re- 
commending a general convention, ‘to take into con- 
sideration the whole situation of the United States, and 
to devise such further provisions as should appear ne- 
necessary to render the constitution of the federal 


The resu't of that convention was the present consti- 
tution. And yet in the midst of all this flood or light, 
respecting its original objects and purposes, and with 
all the adequate powers which it confers, we abandon 
the commerce of the country, we betray its interests, 
we turn ourselves away from its most crying necessi- 
ties. Sir, it will be a fact, stamped in deep and dark 
lines upon our annals; it will be a truth, which in all 
time can never be denied or evaded, that if this constitu- 
tion shail not, now and hereafter, be so administered as 
to maintain a uniform system in all matters of trade; if 
it shall not protect and regulate the commerce of the 
country, in all its great interests, in its foreign inter- 
course, in its dumestie intercourse, in its navigation, in 
its currency, in every thing which fairly belongs to the 
whole idea of commerce, either as an end, an agent, 
or an instrument, then that constitution will have failed, 
utterly failed to accomplish the precise, distinct, origin- 
al object, in which it had its being. 

In matters of trade, we were no longer to be Geor- 
gians, Virginians, Pennsylvanians, or Massachusetts 
men. We were to have but one commerce, and that 


to be separate flags, waving over separate commercial 
systems. ‘There was to be one flag, the & PLURIBUS 
unum; and toward that was to be that rally of united 
interests and affections, which our fathers had so ear- 
nestly invoked. 


Mr. President, this unity of commercial regulation is, 
in my Opinion, indispensable to the safety of the union 
of the states themselves. In peace itis its strongest tie. 
I care not, sir, on what side, or in which of its branches, 
it may be attacked. Every successful attack upon it, 
made anywhere, weakens the whole, and renders the 
next assault easier and more dangerous, Any denial 
of its just powers is an attack upon it. We attack it, 
most fiercely attack it, whenever we say we will not 
exercise the powers which it enjoins. If the court had 
yielded to the pretensions of respectable states upon 
the subject of steam navigation, and to the retaliatory 
proceedings of other states; if retreat and excuse, and 
disavowal of power had been prevailing sentiments 
then, in what condition, at this moment, let me ask, 
would the steam navigation of the country be found ? 
To us, sir, to us, his countrymen, to us, who feel so much 
admiration for his genius, and so much. gratitude for 





his services, Fulton would have lived almost in vain. 





State grants and state exclusions would a, 
over all our waters. COVvered 
ie it isin the nature of such things, that the fire 
violation, or the first departure from true Principles. 
draws more important violations or departures ae 
and the first surrender of just authority will be fo)! oes 
by others more to be deplored. If commerce be lowed 
to break itin any one part, is to decree its ultima dia 
memberment in alj. If there be made a first cha 
though it be small, through that the whole wild poten, 
will pour in, and we may then throw up embank; a 
in vain, nents 
_ Sir, the spirit of union is particularly liable to t 
tion and seduction, in moments of peace a 
perity. In war, this spirit is strengthened bya 
common danger, and by a thousand recolle 
ancient efforts and ancient glory in a common cays 
In the calms of a long peace, and the absence o} all <a 
parent causes of alarm, things near_gain an ascende 
cy over things remote. Local interests and feelings 
overshadow national sentiments. Our attention Pm 
regard, and our attachment, are every moment solicit. 
ed to what touches us closest, and we feel less and jeg 
the attraction of a distant orb. Such tendencies ~ 
are bound by true patriotism, and by our love of union, 
to resist. ‘This is our duty; and the moment, in my 
judgment, has arrived when that duty is summoned to 
acuon. We hear, every day, sentiments and aroy. 
ments, which would become a weeting of envoys, ey). 
ployed by separate governments, more than they be. 
come the common legislature of a united country 

Consiant appeals are made to local interests, to ceo. 
graphical distinctions, and to the policy and the pride 
of particular states. It would sometimes appear that 
It was, or as if it were, a settled purpose, to convince 
the people that our union is nothing but a jumble of 
different and discordant interests, which must, ere long 

be all returned to their original state of separate exis. 
tence ; as if, therefore, it was of no great value while jt 
should last, and it was not likely to last long. he 
processs of disintegration begins, by urging the fact of 
different interests. 

Sir, is not the end obvious, to which all this leads ys? 
Who does not see that, if convictions of this kind take 
possession of the public mind, our union can hereafter 
be nothing, while it remains, but a connexion without 
harmony; a bond without affection; a theatre for the 
angry contests of local feelings, local objects, and local 
jealousies? Even while it continues to exist, in name, 
it may, by these means, become nothing but the mere 
form of a united government. My children, and the 
children of those who sit around me, may meet, per- 
haps, in this chamber, in the next generation; but if 
tendencies, now but too obvious, be not checked, they 
will meet as sirangers and aliens. They will feel no 
sense of common interest or common county: they 
will cherish no common object of pairiotie love. If the 
same Saxon language shail fall from their lips, it may 
be the chief proof that they belong to the same nation. 
Its vital principle exhausted and gone, its power of 
doing good terminated, now productive only of strife 
and contention, and no longer sustained by a sense of 
common interest, the union itself must uliumately full, 
dishonored and unlamented. : 

The honorable member from Carolina himself, hab’- 
tually indulges in. charges of usurpation and oppression 
against the government of his country. He deity de- 
nounces its important measures, in the language in 
which our revolutionary fathers spoke ot the oppressions 
of the mother country. Not merely against executive 
usurpation, either real or supposed, does he utter these 
sentiments, but against laws of congress, laws passed 
by large majorities, laws sanctioned, for a course of 
wy y the people. These laws he proclaims, every 
1our, to be but a series of acts of oppression. He 
speaks of them as if it were an admitted tact, that such 
is their true character. This is the language which he 
utters, these the sentiments he expresses, to the rising 
generation around him. Are they sentiments an 
language which are likely to inspire our children with 
the love of union, to enlarge their patriotism, or to teach 
them, and to make them feel, that their destiny has 
made them common citizens of one great and glorious 
republic? A principal object, in hislate political move- 
ments, the gentleman himself tells us, was to unite the 
entire south}; and against whom, or againt what, does 
he wish to unite the entire south? Is not this the very 
essence of local feeling and local regard? Is it not the 
acknowledgment of a wish and object, to create polit!- 
cal strength, by uniting political opinions geograplil- 
cally? While the gentleman thus wishes to unite the 
entire south, I pray to know, sir, if he expects me 0 
turn toward the 4s Kates and acting on the same prin- 
ciple, to utter a cry of rally! to the whole north? Fea: 
ven forbid! To the day of my death, neither he nor 
others shall hear such a cry from me. 

Finally, the honorable member declares that he shall 
now march off, under the banner of state rights! March 
off from whom? March off from what? We have 
been contending for great principles. We have been 
struggling to maintain the liberty and to restore the pros- 
perity. of the country; we have made these struggles 
1ere, in the national councils, with the old flag, the true 
American flag, the eagle, and the stars and _ stripes, 
waving Over the chamber in which we sit. He now 
tells us, however, that he marches off under the state- 
rights banner! 

Let him go. I remain. I am, where I ever have 
been, and ever mean to be. Here, standing on the 
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~ ae country—I shall still be found. 
ew . 


: » part in the aw * 
vith pare to act in Its spirit, and in the spirit of 
jou, ; 


d it. 
phase who treed it for us, and who bequeathed it to 
atherss ‘7 oking on us—as if I could see their venera- | 
s, were “ending down to behold us, from the abodes 
pie wage would act, too, sir, as if that long line of pos- 
phave. re also viewing us, whose eye is hereafter to 
ry ee our conduct. 


wytinize OU . 
oer ng thus, asin the full gaze of our ancestors, 
we 


lend our pusteritys . 


“he ri emer ~ 
pet I am born for any good, in my day and genera- 































hold on the constitution andthe union. I move 
* »nder no banner, not known tothe whole American 
ob and to their constitution and laws. No, sir, 
q 
these walls, these column 






y foot 






































From their firm base as soon as I.” 





S United States. On that broad altar, my earliest, and 
«ll my public vows, have been made. I 
‘gerve no other master. So far as depends on any 
vency of mune, they shall continue united states; 
joe ed in interest and in affection; united in every | 
thing in regard to which the constitution has decreed | 
‘heir union; united in war, for the common defence, , 
the common renown, and the common glory; and | 
mnited, compacted, knit firmly together in peace, for 
the common prosperity and happiness of ourselves and 
our children. 


TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION-——-SENATE. 











April 6. The following, among other petitions, 
' memorials, &c. were presented: LA 
| By Mr. Merrick: The preamble and resolutions of | 
the legislature of Maryland, in favor of the United | 
States contributing further aid to the construction | 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, or otherwise | 
conveying the interest of the United States in that 
canalto the state of Maryland. .Read, referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 
| By Mr. Sevier: From the legislature of Arkansas, 
"on the subject of the public lands. Laid on the 
' table, and ordered to be printed. 
- On motion of Mr. Wright, the committee of 
' finance were discharged froin the further consid- | 
' eration of a variety of memorials on subjects con- | 
nected with revenue and the currency; and they | 
were ordered to lie on the table. 





Intrusted , Merrick, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, 
the administration of that constitu- ‘ Robinson, Ruygies, Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, 
irl of Indiana, Strange, Swift, Tipton, Trotter, Wal- | ing 
Yes, sir, 1 would act as if our | key, White, Williams, Wright—27. | A bill to prohibit the giving or accepting, within 


penalty for the offence, confirement in a common 
jail not more than two years, a fine not exceeding 
$2,000, and disability to hold office under the Uni- 
ted States, was lost as follows: 


to be transmitted to the latter, and feeling, | Strange, Trotter, Walker, White-~12. | 


ropose to | of the time in this amendment was made five years 


‘follows: 


‘Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Smith, of Indiana, Swift, 


— 


Mr. Clayton’s amendment, making the highest | 





The senate then adjourned till Monday. 
The bill, as it passed the senate, is in the follow- 


ing words : 


the District of Columbia, of a chalienge to fight 
a duel, and for the punishment thereof. 
Be it enacied by the Senate and House of Represen- 


tatives of the United States of America in congress 
assembled, That if any person shall, in the District 


YEAS—Messrs. Clay,of Alabama, Clayton, Ful- |of Columbia, challenge another to fight a duel, or 


| 


having received this inheritance from | ton, Grundy, Linn, Nicholas, Norvell, Robinson, | shall send or deliver any written or verbal message, 
purporting or intended to be such challenge, or 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Davis, Hubbard, Lump- | shall accept any such challenge or message, or shall 


vn, it is for the good ot the whole country, no local! kin, Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, Pren- | 
feeling, no temporary impulse, shall induce me to yield | tiss) Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of | 
Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Swift, Tipton, | 


Williams, Wright—20. | 
The amendment from the committee on the judi- | 


On motion of Smith, of Indiana, the lower limit 


instead of ten. 

Mr. Norvell moved to make the higher limit of 
this time ten years instead of twenty. This mo- 
tion (the yeas and nays being ordered on the call 
of Mr. Prentiss) was carried in the affirmative, as 


YEAS—Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, Clayton, 
Fulton, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Preston, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, Tip- 
ton, Trotter, Walker, White—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Davis, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin, Lyou, Merrick, Pierce, Prentiss, 


Williams, Wright—i5. 

Mr. Niles moved to amend the bill, by adding to 
the penalty a disability to hold any office of trust 
or profit under the United States Government. 

Alter debate by Mr. Preston and Mr. Niles, this 
amendment was lost, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Davis, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Smith, of 
Connecticut, Swift, Trotter, Walker, Williams, 
Wright—14. 











knowingly, carry or deliver any such challenge or 
message, or shall, knowingly, carry or deliver an 
acceptance of such challenge or message to fight 
aduelin or out of the said District, and such duel 
shall be fought in or out of the said District, and 


ciary, making the highest penalty confinement in | either of the parties thereto shall be slain, or mor- 
the penitentiary from ten to twenty years, was 
I came into public life, sir, in the service of the | adopted. 


tally wounded in such duel, the surviving party to 
such duel, and every person carrying or delivering 
such challenge or tmnessage, or acceptance of such 
challenge or message as aforesaid, and all others 
aiding or abetting therein, shall be deemed guilty 
of felony,and upon conviction thereof, in any court 
competent to the trial thereof in the said District, 
shall be punished by imprisonment and confine- 
ment to hard Jabor in the penitentiary, for aterm 
not exceeding ten years, nor less than five years, 
in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall give or send, or cause to be given or 
sent, to any person in the District of Columbia, any 
challenge to fight a duel, or to engage in single 
combat with any deadly or dangerous instrument or 
weapon whatever, or if any person in said District 
shall accept any challenge to fight a duel, or to en- 
gage in single combat with any deadly or danger- 
ous instrument or weapon whatever, or shall be the 
bearer of any such challenge, every person so giv- 
ing or sending, or causing to be given or sent, or 
accepting such challenge, or being the bearer there- 
of, and every person aiding or abetting in the giv- 
ing, sending, or accepting such challenge, shall be 
deemed guilty of a high crime aud misdemeanor, 
and on conviction thereof, in any court competent 





NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, Clay. of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Fulton, Merrick, 


to try the same in the said District, shall be punish- 


Mouton, | ed by imprisonment and confinement to bard labor 


Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Rug- |in the penitentiary, for a term not exceeding ten 


gles, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Tipton, 
White—17. 
Mr. Smith, of Indiana, offered an amendment to 


The bill for the relief of the legal representatives ,the bill, requiring that, whenever there should be 


5 


_ of Henry Fisher was read a third time, and passed. | good cause to believe, in the opinion of a magis- 
On motion of Mr. Linn, the committee on public trate, that a duel was about to take place, the par- any person in the District of Columbia, for declin- 
| lands were discharged from the further consideration | ties should be arrested, and bound for one year to|ing or refusing to accept any challenge to fight a 


_ of the petitions of Thomas Bailey and Nathaniel 

- Hamer, the subjects of them having been embraced 
in general bills, passed or in progress. 

_ On motion of Mr. Roane, the committee for the 

_ District of Columbia were discharged from the fur- 

ther consideration of a resolution adopted by citi- 

| zens of Georgetown, (the object not heard.) 

Mr. Young, on leave, introduced a bill granting 
aquantity of land to the Mississippi and Rock river 
canal company, to aid in constructing their canal. 
Read twice, and referred. 

The bill requiring the clerks of the circuit court 

of the United States to keep a record of certain 
subjects, was considered, andordered to be engross- 
edfora third reading. 
_ Also, the bill for the relief of Joseph Lachine. 
Che bill to extend the time for selling land granted 
to the Kentucky Asylum for the deaf and dum, was 
'ead a third time and passed. 

lhe senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
prohibiting the giving and accepting of challenges 
to duels in the district of columbia. 

Mr. Linn briefly urged, as reasons why the se- 
conds in duels should not be subject to the same 
penalty as the principals, that it would prevent 
their appearance’as witnesses, while it was a mat- 
ler of extreme difficulty to get witnesses at all. 


T 


. hey would find it also easy to evade the law, by a 


| keep the peace. 
| To thisamendiment Mr. Clayton objected as con- 
| trary to the constitution and the spirit of the com- 
/mon law. 
| Mr. Grundy also objected to making the bill too 
icomplicated, and hoped the amendment would be 
withdrawn. 
Mr. Smith accordingly withdrew it. 

| Mr. Linn inquired whether the surgeons ata 
poees were to be punished by the bill. The reply 
'was in the affirmative; all persons engaged in aid- 
ing or abetting were to be punished. 

Mr. White, aftera few remarks, which were un- 
derstood to relate to the difficulty of carrying anti- 
duelling laws into effect, moved a substitute for 
the whole bill, requiring that every one about to 
take office under the United States should, so far 
las the constitution would allow, make oath that he 
‘had never been concerned inaduel, nor had given 
‘or accepted a challenge. 
| Thisamendment was lost as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Alabama, Ful- 
ton, Linn, Nicholas, Norvell, Roane, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Walker, White—13. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clayton, Davis, Grundy, 





} 





lictitious form in the challenge, such, for instance, | —19. 


a an invitation to tea. 


with him in this view of the subject. 


_ Mr, Clayton was understood to express his wil- 


lingness to have the bill so modified. 


Mr. L. said he had con- 
sulted the senator from Delaware, who concurred 


saine manneras if they had remained in the District 





lhe debate was continued by Messrs. Linn, Clay- | This amendment was lost as follows: 


lon, Prentiss, Hubbard, Smith, of Indiana, Niles 
Grundy, and Sevier. 


YEAS—Messrs. Davis, Grundy, Hubbard 


> 


The question now recurred on the second amend- 
ment from the committee, providing that persons | object which the senator from Vermont (Mr. Pren- 
going out of the District, with a view to evade the | tiss) proposed to accomplish by its introduction, 
|provisiors of this bill, should be punished in the 


years, nor less than five years, in the discretion of 
| the court. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any 
/person shall assault, strike, beat, or wound, or 
_cause to be assaulted, stricken, beaten, or wounded, 


'duel, or to engage in single combat with any deadly 
| or dangerous instrument or weapon whatever, or 
shall post or publish, or cause to be post@d or pub- 
jlished. any writing charging any such person, so 
declining or refusing to accept any such challenge, 
Ito be a coward, or using any other opprobrious or 
injurious language therein, tending to degrade and 
|disgrace such person for so declining or refusing 
| such challenge, every person so offending, on con- 
| viction thereof in any court competent to the trial 
i thereof, in the said District, shall be punished by 
confinement to hard labor in the penitentiary, for a 
term not exceeding seven years, nor less than three 
years, in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in addi- 
tion to the oath now prescribed by law to be ad- 
ministered to the grand jury in the District of Co- 
lumbia, they shall be sworn faithfully and impar- 
tially to inquire into, and true presentiment make 
of, all offences against this act. 

April 9. After the presentation of petitions, 
\chiefly from individuals, and the transaction of 
‘some miner business, the senate took up on its third 
reading, the bill to prohibit the giving and accept- 


ing of challenges to duels in the District of Colum- 





Hubbard, Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, | bia, and for the punishment thereof. 
Pierce, Prentiss, Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of 
Indiana, Swift, Trotter, Williams, Wright, Young | no part heretofore in the debate to which this bill 


Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said that he had taken 


had given rise; but his silence did not proceed 
from any indifference which he felt to the laudible 


No man would rejoice more sincerely than he 
.|should, in witnessing the absolute suppression, for- 
ever, of the unjustifiable practice which the bill 
,|denounces and seeks to discountenance. But he 


te. '. Sevier expressing his belief that no satisfac- 
ory law would be passed, moved to lay the whole 
Subject on the table; which motion was negatived 
as follows: 


_YEAS—Messrs. Linn, Nicholas, Preston, Roane, 
Sevier—5, 


rae YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clayton, Davis, 
ulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Lumpkin, McKean, 





| Lumpkin, Merrick, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss. Smith, 
of Con., Smith, of Inda., Strange, Swift, Williams, 
Wright, Young—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay, of Ala., 
Clayton, Fulton, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Trotter, Wal- 
ker, White—16. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be en- 


grossed for a third reading. 











(Mr. C.) thought that the great object of legisla- 
tion, on this subject, should be directed tu the cor- 
rection and purification of public opinion. In sec- 
tions of the union, where the practice was not tol- 
erated, it was public opinion that kept it down, by 
discouraging a resort to private combat to avenge 
or settle personal injuries. There it was no dis- 
grace to decline such a combat. The man who 
should decline it was more, certainly not less, res- 
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pected (aaa if he had engaged init. But it was other- 
wise in thuse sections where the practice prevailed. 
In these, the man that fights a duel, acts under 
the constraint of public opinion, which brands him | 
with cowardice and dishonor if he does not resent 
with spirit, a personal insult or wrong. There the 
alternative presented to a person of honor and of 
nice sensibility, is, whether he shail live, covered 
with disgrace, an object of reproach, scorn and 
contempt, or encounter the hazard of death, with- 
outdishonor. But few honorable and high-spirited 
men were resolute enough to avoid the contest. 
Public opinion, which exacts the sacrifice, is as 
censurable as those who fall victims or conform to 
its stern commands. It was when public opinion 
should be rectified in this respect, that we might 
expect to see the abandonment of a practice which 
was vee | to humanity, abhorrent to reason, and 
condemned by our religion. In the mean time, it 
is the duty of the legislator to exert all his authority 
to bring about this desirable state of things. And 
he (Mr. C.) should vote, with pleasure, for the 
passage of the bill before the senate, under the 
anxious hope that, being the deliberate expression 
of the judgment of congress, it may contribute to 
enlighten the public mind; and that, if it should 
not totally eradicate, it may tend materially to di- 
minish, a practice which all ought to unite in com. 
pletely destroying. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote, 
and sent tothe otherhouse for concurrence: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Ala., Clay, of Ken, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Lunpkin, Lyon, McKean, Mer- 
rick, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Prentiss, Roane, Rob 
bins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Conn., Smith, 
of Inda., Strange, Swilt, Tipton, Trotter, Walker, 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright, Young—34. 

NAY—-Mr. Sevier—1. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill toreduce and graduate the price of the public 
(refuse) lands. 

Mr. Grundy offered the substitute (before laid on 
the table by him) providing for the reduction of the 
price twenty-five cents fur every five years during 
the time the land shall be in market, from Deceim- 
ber next, down tothe minimum price of filty cents, 
waiting in each case one year before the reduction 
should take effect. ; 

Mr. Grundy advocated this substitute at some 
length, as preferable to the substitute from the coin- 
mittee, which proposed that the lands should be re- 
duced to four diiferent classes, according to their 
value,to be estimated by the surveyor general and 
other land officers, chiefly fiom the field books of 
surveyors, which Mr. G. described as extremely 
doubttu! and deceptive as atest of value. He re- 
garded the simple test of time as both better and 
more safe for the public interests. 

Mr. Walker explained and vindicated the substi- 
tute from the committee, but expressed himself as 
rather indifferent which of the two should be adopt. 
ed. 

Mr. Grundy said he was not satisfied with this 
explanation, ard went into some further details in 
support of his substitute. 

r. Sevier advocated Mr. Grundy’s substitute as 
both more simple and more certain and showed in 
what respects the surveyor’s field books must be 
deceptive, especially as they usually described the 
quality of only the small portion of the land which 
lay on or very near the lines of the survey. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, argued that the plan pro- 

osed by the committee would be the most sure, 
inasmuch as the officers who were to make the esti- 
mate would have not only the field books, but also 
the position of the land, as near to or distant from 
a town or river to aid them in making that estimate. 
They would also have the time itself during which 
the land should have been in market, to aid them, 
on which alone the substitute of Mr. Grundy de- 
pended. He was, however, willing to take either 
propostion. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said he wished now 
merely to remark that he felt an utter reluctance 
to reduce the price of land as proposed by the bill, 
or in any form whatever; and he thonght it conld 
be shown that the reduction ought not to be made. 
He was indifferent as to which of the various pro- 
jects before the senate should be adopted; they 
might adopt either, and he (Mr. C.) would then 
take some opportunity to express his sentiments at 
large against the whole scheme of distributing in 
anv way the existing prices of the public lands. 

Mr. Grundy was understood to express himself 
as not much in favor of any reduction; but he was 
willing to go for such a measure, if he could in the 
mean time secure the public interests. 

The substitute of Mr.Grundy was adopted witb- 
out a division. 





Mr. Niles proposed to amend the bill, as now 


ees 


modified, by making the minimum price 75 cents, 
to be obtained by a reduction of 25 cents succes. 
sively at the end of seven and of twelve years. Nega- 
tived; Ayes 18, noes 19. 

Mr. Niles then moved simply to make the mini- 
mum price 75 cents, Negatived: Ayes 18, noes 19. 

Mr. Lyon offered an amendment as an addition to 
the bill granting to the states all the refuse lands 
within their respective boundaries, at blank price, 
after they should have been blank years in the 
market; but withdrew it after a brief conversation 
by Messrs. Lyon, Clay, of Alabama, Linn, and 
Clay, of Kentucky. 

At the desire of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, who said 
the measure was a very important one, involving 
an amount of hundreds of millions, as he would en- 
deavor to prove when the senate shonld be more 
full, the proceedings on the bill were, by consent, 
suspended till Wednesday next, and the bill was 
ordered to be printed as amended. 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill supple- 
mentary to the acts establishing the northern boun- 
dary of Ohio, involving certain large appropriations 
to the state of Michigan. 

The subject of this bill was discussed by Messrs. 

Norvell. Crittenden, Tyon, Clay. of Ky., Sevier, 
Walker, Davis, Buchanan, Calhoun, and Tipton. 
The two main objections to the bill were the pre- 
sent embarrassed state of the treasury, and the un- 
due partiality shown by this aud other measures 
as to the new states. 
_ On motion of Mr. Buchanan, made only on the 
former ground, and seconded exclusively on the 
same ground by Mr. Calhoun, the bill was post- 
poned to the next session of congress bythe fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yi: AS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala., Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Strange, Swift, Trotter, 
Walker, White, Williams, Wright-—28. 

NA YS—Messrs. Fulton, Grundy, Lyon, Norvell, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Sinith, of Indiana, Tip- 
ton, Wall, Young—11. 

The Chair presented a communication from the 
treasury department, in answer to a senate resolu- 
tion of February 22¢, with copies of the replies of 
the late deposite banks alluded to in that resolution. 

The senate adjourned, alter an executive session. 

April 10. The Vice President presented a com- 
munication from the war department, in pursuance 
of a senate resolution of the 5th ult. offered by Mr. 
Davis, with reports from the third auditor and com- 
inissioner of pensions. Laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

After the presentation of petitions, &c. the sen- 
ate took up the resolutions otfered some time since 
by Mr. Davis, calling on the department for in- 
formation to enable the senate to determine what 
lortifications might be diminished or dispensed 
with, and whether a system of defence, by the aid 
ot steam batteries, would not be more economical! 
and efficient than the present system. After Mr 
Davis addressed the senate at some length in expla- 
nation of the subject, [his remarks shall have a 
place in our next, ] 

Mr. Benton insisted that all the information asked 
for was already before the senate, and he argued, at 
considerable length, and with much earnestness, 
that when the treasury was full, gentlemen of the 
opposition had resisted appropriations for the de- 
fences of the country, that they might save the 
money to debauch the people jby the state depos- 
ites; and now, when the treasury was empty, they 
were bringing forward their own projects for ex- 
pendiiures on these defences. 

Mr. Davis said, if the gentleman had listened 
more attentively, he could not have fallen into so 
agreat mistake. Mr. D. had not proposed at all to 
increase the burden on the treasury; on the con- 
trary, he had reform and retrenchment directly in 
view, in connexion with a system which he sup- 
posed might be more efficient as well as more 
economical. Mr. D. also went into some further 
particulars to show the advantages that might arise 
from the use of the steam batteries as auxiliaries to 
the existing system of defence. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The senate took up the bill for the relief of Boli- 
tha Laws, involving a question of interest, which 
was debated at inuch length by Messrs. Hubbard, 
Roane, Tipton, Wright, Rives, White, and Prentiss, 
and indefinitely postponed: Yeas 32, nays 5. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Remard was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Roar.e presented a memorial from George- 
town, praying that it might be receded to the state 
of Maryland. Referred to aselect committae of five. 

The senate adjourned, after an executive session. 

Iprii il. After the presentation of petitions, 
on motion of Mr. Walker, a call was made on the 











secretary of the treasury for statements ae: 
what portion of the public lands in the several ie 
tricts of the United States have been Subje ts 
sale at private entry at cents and upw ag to 
The following bills were considered, and gra, 

to a third reading: ang 

The bill supplementary to the act to proyig f 
the settlement of titles to land in the town of Dn 
troit, Michigan; for the relief of Jabez L. anq a 
White; and of James Felton. — 

The bill for the relief of James MceMaher to 

: r} : >» ‘OTe. 
munerate him for expenses incurred by his havin 
atthe instance of the post office department ur. 
sued and prosecuted a mail depredator, was debateg 
at much length, and ultimately passed Over jn 
formally. 

Mr. Walker rose, and called the attention of the 
senate to our relations with Mexico, and to the re. 
solution on that subject adopted by the senate at 
the session of 1836-"7, and proceeded to make 
some remarks, which brought on an irregular dis. 
cussion, (10 be given hereafter.) embracing, amono 
other topics, a recent alleged attack on an Ainerj. 
can steamboat by some Mexican cruisers, in which 
Messrs. Walker, Buchanan, Clay, of Kentucky 
Preston, Benton, and King, participated. The sub. 
ject was dropped without action, as it was been) 
without motion; the impression appearing general 
that action on the subject ought now to originate jp 
the other house. 

Mr. Grundy gave notice that he should, on Mon. 
day next, move to take up the bill to prohibit the 
issuing and cirenlating of notes of the late Bank of 
the United States. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to reduce and graduate the price of the public lands, 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, spoke at considerable 
length in opposition to the Dill, and to all changes 
in the land system so long and so successfully in 
operation. 

Mr. Grundy replied in favor of the bill, and offer. 
ed an amendment providing that it should take ef. 
fect only on lands already in the market. 

This amendment was adopted without a division, 
although 

Mr. Clay remarked that it would be nnugatory, 
because the bill itself would establish a principle 
that would be used in future legislation on the sub- 
ject. 

, After a few remarks from Mr. Hubbard, the bill 
being still up, 

The senate adjourned, after a short executive 
session. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, April 6. Memorials on the subject of 
the late duel were presented by Mr. Fairfield, of 
Maine, and referred. 

Leave to present similar memorials being asked 
by Mr. Grant, of New York, the house refused to 
suspend the rules for the purpose. 

A resolution, offered by Mr. Hall, of Vermont, 
instructing the select committee on this sudject lo 
report by bill certain restrictions upon the practice 
of duelling among members of congress, &c., was 
objected to, and, as it could not be received with- 
out suspending the rules, was not pressed. 

[The following is a copy of the resolution. 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed on 
the 27th of February last (in addition to any legis- 
lative measures they may think proper fo recou- 
mend for the suppression of duelling) be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing, by 4 
rule of the house, for the expulsion of any meinber 
who, during the term for which he is elected, shall 
be concerned ina duel, either as principal or acces- 
sory, or who shall send, bear, oraccept a challerge: 
and further to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by another rule of the house for the appoint: 
ment, at the commencement of each session, of 4 
standing committee, whose duty it shall be, with- 
out special direction from the house, to examine 
summarily into any personal controversy arisitg 
between members, or in which aimewber is a partys 
and, if necessary to the adjustment thereof, to te- 
port to the house what order, in their opinion, 
ought to be taken on the same, providing in such 
rule for the expulsion or-other punishment of aby 
member who shall neglect or refuse to comply wilh 
such order as the house may make in the premises. ] 

Reports of committees were next presented 1n 
order, among them were the following: : 

Other memorials upon this and other topics being 
offered, 

Mr. Whiltlesey rose and said that, inasmuch as 
the chair had decided the morning hour to col: 
mence at the moment when the call for reports com 
mence, he should object to the presentation ol al 
petitions at this time, in order that the house may 
come, as speedily as possible, to the [private] orders 
of the day. 
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py Mr. Smith, fro:n the committee on commerce, 

“Bill making appropriation for building light- 
2 ases, light-boats, beacon-lights, buoys, and mak- 
hows nrveys for the year 1833. 
>, 180 a bill to test the practicability of establish- 
tale aa ‘stem of electro-magnectic telegraphs for the 
United States. he ches 

Mr. Cushman, from the same committee, made a 
against the memorial of the city council of 
Boston for measures to prevent the introduction of 
foreign paupers, and in favor of senate bill author- 
wine the sale of certain real estate at Bath, in the 
orate of Maine, belonging to the United States, and 
the appropriation of the proceeds for a custom-house 
at that place. ; 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill granting a bounty in land to the or- 
anized inilitia men, mounted militia men, volun- 
fers, and rangers, who d -fended the country during 


report 


the late war with Great Britain. 


Mr. Broason, from the committee on territories, 
made a report against the memorial cf the legislature 
of the state cf Missouri, asking a cession of that 
tract of land between the Missouri and Des Moines 

ivers. 
“on McKay laid before the house ‘‘a plan for the 
defence of the western frontier, furnished by major 
eneral Gaines.” 

Mr. S. W. Morris, from the committee of ac- 
counts, reported against the resolution of the house 
of the 5th instant, inquiring as to the expediency 


of allowing a fixed suin of money to each meinber 


at each session, of congress, in view of the ad libt- 
tum supply of stationery now allowed. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, 

Resolved, That the chart accompanying the report 
of the survey of the harbor of Lynn, in Massachu- 
setts, communicated to the house with the report of 
the secretary of war onthe improvement of said har- 
bor, belithographed and published with said report. 

On notion of Mr. Cambreleng, the speaker was 
authorize.| to appoint a meinber of the committee 
of waysand means, vice Mr. McKim, deceased. 

Mr. Wise rose to make an inquiry of the cnair- 
man of the committee for the District of Columbia, 
if it be intended to make any report on the subject 
of the retrocession of the District to the states of 
Maryland and Virginia? 

Noreply at first was given. The chairman of the 
cominittee was not, at the time, in his seat. But 
soon after he (Mr. Bouldin) came in, and the ques- 
tion being repeated, that gentleman replied, that 
that was a subject upon which the committee had 
not yet deliberated. When they had done so he 
would be quite happy to give his colleague (Mr. 
Wise) any information in his power on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole, (Mr. Corwin in 





the chair,) and took up the bill ‘to establish a| 


board of comnmissioners to exarnine and decide cer- 
tain claims against the United States,”’ reported on 
the 23th ult. by Mr. Whittlesey, from the commit- 
tee of claims. 

Several amendments were proposed, and a dis- 
cussion (which we will give hereafter) ensued upon 
them, and upon the general merits of the bill, in 
which Messrs. Adams, Whittlesey, of Ohio, Ser- 
geant, C. Morris, of Pennsylvania, Craig, Under- 
wood, and Legare, took part. 

On motion of Mr. Bell. the committee rose, asked, 
and had leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, this bill 
was made the special order for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Mitchell, the house then (at 4 
o'clock) adjourned 


Saturday, April 7. Mr. Henry, of Pennsylvania, 
asking leave to present and to have referred memo- 
morials upon the subject of the recent duel, 

Mr. Whitilesey said that he must object, as he 
had notified the house yesterday he should do, in 
order that the private orders may be proceeded 
with without delay. 

The motion by Mr. Pratt yesterday, that 1,000 
copies (extra) of the report on the public build- 
ings and grounds be printed, was first in order, 

Mr. Sibley moved to amend by striking out 1,000 
and inserting 3,009. Lost. Mr. Everett moved to 
add the letter of Mr. Mills, the architect, laid be- 
fore the house on a forinerday. Lost. The house 
rejected the motion of Mr. Piatt, 66 to 61. 

_ Mr. Himer rose and stated that he had a resolu- 
tion which he did not wish to offer at that time, but 
to ask the consent of the house to have it printed, 
and gave notice that, on Monday next, he should 
call it up and move its adoption. 

. “Considering that the business, commerce, circula- 
ton, and exchanges of the country are in a deranged 
and embarrassed condition: and 

, Considering, also, that a part of the banks of the 
United States Eiea expressed a desire to resume specie 
Payments at an early period: 


to the remarks of Mr. Cushinan) in support of the | 








“Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 


the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That if the banks, or a portion of them, do thus re- 
sume, it will be the duty of the general government, 
within the limits of its constitutional authority, to aid 
such banks, as the present administration design to do, 
in regaining public confidence, and to sustain them in 
their laudable efforts to fulfil their obligations, to re- 
lieve the wants of the community, and to restore to the 
public a sound circulating medium.” 

Mr. Taylor, from the committee on invalid pen- 
sions, reported, without amendment, senate bill en- 
titled **An act to revive and continue in force an 
act entitled “An act to provide for persons who 
were disabled by known wounds received in the 
revolutionary war.” 

Also, a bill granting a pension to Harvey Rey- 
nolds. 

Mr. Sibley, from the committee on revolutionary 
pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Su- 
sannah Hoogland, and against the petition of Sher- 
man Patterson. 

Mr. Garland. of Lonisiana, said he deemed the 
resolutiou offered by him yesterday so important, 
that he must again ask for its consideration. The 
resolution was as follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to inform this house, as soon as practicable, 
whether, in the present financial condition of the coun- 


try and of the treasury, it will not be most judicious 


and proper to make such appropriations as will pre- 
serve the public works from injury and dilapidation 
alone: and if such a course will not be judicious and 
proper, he then inform the house whether some or all 
the estimates for the service of the year 1833 already 
submitted, for fortifications, the improvement of har- 
bors and rivers, the establishment of light-houses, bea- 
cons, and buoys, the construction of roads, the service 
of the Indian department, and for all other purposes, 
cannot be reduced without injury to the public service; 
and if such reduction can be made, that he designate 
what proposed appropriations may properly be reduced, 
and how much; aad further, that i inform the house 
whether some of the appropriations already made ma 
not, without materialinjury to the country, be suspend- 
ed for the present; if so, to designa‘e them; also, that 
he infoim this house whether, if a!l the appropriations 
made are expended, and those proposed are made, the 
amount now in the treasury, or estimated to come into 
it during the present year, will be sufficient to meet 
them; and, if not, what will be the deficit, and in what 
manner it is proposed to be met. 

Objection being made, Mr. Garland moved that 
the rules of the house be suspended to enable him 
to offer it: and on this he asked for the veas and 
nays, which were ordered: and the vote on the mo- 
tion to suspend was, yeas 76, nays 60. So the 
honse refused to suspend the rules for this purpose. 

The resolution of Mr. Hopkins upon the subject 
of the public printing was the unfinished business 
of the morning hour. 

Mr. Bond, of Ohio, addressed the house (in reply 


resolution, until the expiration of the morning 
hour. 
Board of claims. 


The bill upon this subject was resumed in com- 
mittee of the whole, and several members address- 
ed the committee upon it. 

After which. on motion of Mr. Graham, of North 


Carolina, the cominittee rose, and had leave to sit 


again. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the acting secretary of war, transmitting a report 
of the colonel of ordnance, in compliance with the 


resolution of the house of the 21st ult. requiring 


information on the subject of the sale of the Unit- 
ed States lead mines. 
Also, the following letter from Mr. Patton: 


Wasuineton, April 7, 1833. 
Sir: I have determined to accept an appointment 
which has been conferred’ on me by the general assem- 
bly of the commonwealth of Virginia. ‘Tt seems to be 
desired by the legislature, that I should, with as little 
delay as possible, enter upon the duties of that appoint- 
ment. and consequently vacate my seat in the house 
of representatives. In cheerful compliance with their 
wishes, I do hereby resign the same. 
I have the _ cows to he, &c. 
JOHN M. PATTON. 
To hon. J. K. Pork, 


Speaker of house of representatives. 


The Speaker was,on motion, directed to acquaint 
the governor of Virginia that a vacancy existed in 


the delegation of that state. 
The house then adjourned until Monday, at 11 
o’clock A. M. 


Monday, April 9. The journal being read, Mr. 


Hamer rose, and made some explanations with re- 


gard to the following resolution, which was ordered 


to be printed, on his motion, on Saturday. 


“Considering that the business, commerce, circula- 
‘ion, and exchanges of the country are in a deranged 


and embarrassed condition: and 





, Considering, also, that a part of the banks of the 
Uni ed Siates\ have expressed a desire to resume specie 
payme its at an early period: 

“Resolved by the senate and house of revresentatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That if the banks, or a poriion of them, do thus resume 
it will be the duty of the general government, within 
the limits of its constitutional authority, to aid such 
banks, as the present administration designs to do, in 
regaining public confidence, and to sustain them’ in 
their laudable efforts to fulfil their obhgations, to re- 
lieve the wants of the community, and to restore to the 
public a ~ound circulating medium.” 

Mr. Humer remurked that, since the resolution 
was ordered to be printed, he had added thereto the 
following words, which now make part of it: “as 
this adwinistration designs to do.” Its preseuta- 
tion had seemed to excite some interest and in- 
quiry in the house, as to its true censtruction. It 
had been intimated to him that, were the resolution 
to be printed without explanation, it might be in- 
ferred that the administration really entertained 
hostility to the banks which were about to resume 
specie payments; and that it was designed to induce 
them to alter their course in this respect. He had 
replied to these suggestions, that he would make 
such explanations, when the resolution came up, as 
would tend to avert such a misconstruction; and, 
considering the resolution as his own, and not yet 
in the possession of the house, he had thought he 
had a right to modify it; and had done so by insert- 
ing the words ‘‘as the’ present administration de- 
signs todo.” If he had mistaken his right to do 
this, he was sorry, and asked the pardon of the 
house for doing so. He had merely intended to 
shield the administration from any distrust that 
might be occasioned by any act of his. 

Mr. H. then modified his resolution by striking 
out the words above quoted; and asked leave to 
offer it in that shape. 

Objections being made, Mr. H. moved to sus- 
pend the rules, and Mr. Sherrod Williams demand- 
ed the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. McKennan demanded a call of tke house, 
which was ordered; and 155 members were found 
to be present; and then the call was, on motion, 
suspended. 

Mr. Parker, of New York, hoped the subject 
would be pestponed until Wednesday. 

Mr. Hamer wished as speedy an action upon it 
as possible. 

The question on suspension was decided in the 
negative by the following vote: yeas 110, nays 61, 
as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, Bell, 
Bidale, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Bronson, W. B. 
Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. Carter, Casey, Cheatham, 
Childs, Clark, Clowney, Corwin, Cranstoa, Crockett, 
Darlington, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, 
Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, R. Gar- 
land, Goode, J. Graham, Wm. Graham, Grantland, 
Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Hamer, Har- 
lan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoff- 
man, Hopkins, Ingham, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, Kil- 
gore, Legare, Leadbetter, Lyon, Marvin, S. Mason, 
Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Menetee. Mercer, Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell, M. Morris, C. Morris Naylor, Noyes, 
Ogle, Patterson, Peck, Phelps, Pope, Fratt, Prentiss, 
Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Rhett, Ridgway, Rumsey, 
Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shep- 
ard, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, Snyder, Souih- 
gate, Stanly, Scart, Siratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Toucey, Underwood, A. 8. White, J. White, 
E. Whittlesey, I Williams, Sherrod Williams, C. H. 
Williams, Wise—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Bicknell, Brodhead, Cambreleng, Chapman, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, DeGraff, 
Dromgoole, Farrington, Fairfield, Fletcher, Fry, Grant, 
Harrison, Haynes, Holt, Howard, W. H. Hunter, R. 
M. 'T’. Hunter, T. B. Jackson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, 
Keim, Klingensmith, Mallory, Martin, McKay, Mc- 
Cleilan, McClure, Miller, Moore, Morgan, S. W. Mor- 
ris, Murray, Palmer, Parker, Pennybacker, Peitrikin, 
Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Reily, Rives, Robertson, Shet- 
fer, Taylor, Turney, Vail, Websier, J. W. Williams, 
Worthington, Ye!l—61. 

So (there not being two-thirds in favor) the rules 
were not suspended to allow Mr. Hamer’s motion 
being received at this time. 

P-titions were presented by Messrs. Evans, Fair- 
field, and Anderson, of Maine; Atherton, Cush- 
man, and Williams, of New Hampshire; Calhoun, 
Reed, Fletcher, (for Mr. Phillips,) Hastings, and 
Adams, of Massachusetts; Cranston, of Rhode 
Island; Haley, and Holt, of Connecticut; Fletcher, 
Allen, and Everett, of Vermont; Peck, Russell, 
Grant, Patterson, Marvin, Pratt, Andrews, Moore, 
Jackson, Mitchell, Sibley, Hoffinan, and Childs, of 
New York; Aycrigg, and Stratton, of New Jersey; 
Henry, Reily, Potter, Sergeant, Darlington, Plumer, 
Klingensmith, McClure, Naylor, and Toland, of 
Pennsylvania; Milligan, of Delaware; Howard, of 
Maryland; Morgan, Taliaferro. Beirne, Johnson, 








Rives, and Pennybacker, of Virginia; Elmore, of 
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South Carolina; Connor, Shepperd, and Shepard, 
of North Carolina; Grantland, of Georgia; Hawes, 
and Underwood, of Kentucky; Carter, Turney, 
and Polk, of Tennessee; Morris, Kilgore, Leadbet- 
ter, Harper, Cotlin, Goode, Whittlesey, and Allen, 
of Ohio; Johnson, of Louisiana; Boon, Dunn, White, 
Ewing, Herod, Rariden, and Graham, of Indiana; 
Casey, of Lilinois; Miller, and Harrison, of Mis- 
souri; Yell, of Arkansas; Crary, of Michigan; 
Downing, of Florida; and Jones, of Wisconsin. 

Among these petitions, a great number were up- 
on the tollowing subjects: The recent duel; the 
sub-treasury scheme; a national bank; the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia; the 
prevention of trade in slave property in the States; 
the annexation of Texas to the United states; the 
resolution of the 21st of December last; the Chero- 
nee treaty, &c. which were appropriately disposed 
of. 

Mr. Adams, presenting memorials against the 
sub-treasury scheme, and in favor of a national 
bank, remarked that he hardly knew what to do 
with these memorials. The sub-treasury scheme 
was sleeping, and, as he hoped, the sleep of death. 
He presuined that there was not now much neces- 
sity of petitioning congress against that. But he 
would move to refer the inemorials to the co:mmit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union, which 
had under its consideration the project of a new 
treasury. Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. “verett, of Vermont, oitered another protest 
of the Cherokee nation against the New Echota 
treaty; which he moved to have printed. 

On presenting this memorial and protest, Mr. 
Everett said he wished to say to the house and to 
the meworialists, that he considered the previous 
action of the house as final for this session, and that 
he should make no other motion than that the me- 
morial and protest be,printed; which was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, it was laid on the table. 

The cominittees were called, in order, for reports, 
and the following were presented: 

Mr. Whitilesey, of Ohio, from the committee of 
claims, reported against the petition of John L. Bo- 
gardus. 

Mr. Taylor, from the committee on invalid pen- 
sions, reported a bill granting a pension to John H. 
Lincoln. 

Mr. Sawyer, from the committee on expendi- 
tures for the public buildings, made a report, ex- 
hibiting a statement of the balance due on the ac- 
count of the commissioner of public buildings, ren- 
dered for 1837, and the money appropriated and 
expended by act of July 4, 1536, of which the fol- 
lowing is an abstract: 

Balance due on account of 1836 - 
Amount drawn by warrants issued by 
the secretary of the treasury for 


$16,005 30 








1837 - - - - 89,749 
Total - 105,755 05 
Amountexpended - - - 94,093 62 
Leaving an unexpended balance of - 11,661 43 
Add for old copper sold - - 336 62 





Leaving to the credit of the United 


States - - - $12,048 05 








On account of the treasury building. 
Amount drawn by warrants issued by 
the secretary of the treasury - 
Amountexpended - - : 


$180,006 00 
176,953 54 





Leaving a balance in favor of the 
United States : - > 








On account of the patent office. 
Balance due the United States tor 1836 
Amount of warrants issued by the 
secretary of the treasury for 1837 


$9,017 29 
86,692 56 





$95,709 85 


Expended - - - . 84,136 07 





$11,573 78 | 


On motion of Mr, McKay, 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolution of Mr. Thompson, presented on the 19th 
of March last, directing the secretary of the trea- 
sury to furaish the house with a statement of the 
amount of revenue received in each state or ter- 
ritory during the vear 1836, &c. and the same was 
read, and agieed to. 


$3,046 46 | 


whole house; likewise, against petitions of Maria 


vision for the disposal of the public lands in the Indian 
‘terrnory, and for other purposes,” have been located 
_and patented, and by and to whom the location was 
; made and the patent obtained; what confirmed claims 
_have been lecated and not yet patented; and what con- 


according to the construction given to the law by the 
department, the title of the United States is absolutely 
and completely vested in the confirmees after the loca- 
tion,and betore possession is acquired and a patent is- 
sued, or, if some title does not remain in the United 
States, until possession or patent be obtained by the 
proper claimant; if a territorial act imposing a land tax 
could by tax sale vest title to confirmed tracts not pat- 
ented; and if justice and expediency do not urge a 
quantity of land be set apart equal to satisfy confirmed 
claims not yet surveyed, located, or patented, with the 
appointment of commissioners authorized to receive 
testimony in relation to claims neglected for want of 
proof, or suspended for want of due attention on the 
part of the claimant, as set forth in the published re- 
port of the former board appointed to receive and de- 
cide upon said claims; and, also, that he furnish this 
louse with copies of any opinions of the attorney gen- 
eral of the Untied Siates, and all instructions of bis de- 
partment touching or relating to any of the points 
| herein contained. 

Mr. Cavalry Morris submitted the following pre- 
amble and resolution, which were agreed to: 

Whereas, the statement of the expenditure of the 
moneys appropriated for the contingent expenses of the 
military establishment for the year 1837, submitted to 
the house by W. B. Lewis, second auditor in the trea- 
sury department, contains an item of $800 allowed to 
Samuel Lewis, by the secretary of war, for the services 
of his sou, Edward, (a minor) as a clerk in the pension 
bureau, war department, from July, 1818, to July, 1819, 
which said services were rendered mace than nineteen 
years since: 

And, whereas, the said Samuel Lewis has repeated- 
ly presented said claim to both houses of congress, and 
it has been rejected; therefore, 

Resolved, 'Vhat the committee on the expenditures 
of the department of war be instructed to inquire into 
and report to this house the facts connected with the 
case, and why said claim was paid after having been 
repeatedly rejected by both houses of congress. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 

Resolved, ‘That the committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making provision for giving to Richard Lawrence, con- 
fined in the jail of this city as a lunatic, and others 
similarly situated, the benefits of some suitable lunatic 
asylum. 

Mr. Bond resumed his remarks upon the resolu- 
tion under consideration during the morning hour, 
and spoke thereon until the expiration of the hour. 

Several bills from the senate received their first 
and second reading, and were appropriately re- 
ferred. 





The senate anti-duelling bill, 
This bill came from the senate, and received its 


_\ first and second reading. Mr. Fairfield moved that 
75 it be referred to the select committee on the sub- | 


| ject, now in session. 


} 


Mr. Dromgoole moved its re- 
ference to the committee on the judiciary; which 
motion having precedence, was put first, and pre- 
vailed. 

A debate arose on the motion of Mr. Montgome- 
ry torecommit the bill to the committee of ways 
and means, for the purpose of obtaining a state- 
ment of the precise sum to be expended upon the 
exploring expedition. 

Without taking the question, the house (at half 
past four o’clock) adjourned. 

Tuesday, April 10. Mr. Hunter, of Ohio, and 
Mr. Lincoln, of Massachusetts, who have both 
been confined to their rooms for some days by in- | 


to attend the house to-day. 

A uumber of reports were received, among them 

ne following: 

Mr. Bouldin, from the committee for the District | 
of Columbia, moved to be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the resolution relative to a retroces- 
sion of the District of Columbia; which motion‘ 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Heman Allen, from the committee on invalid 


firmed claims have not been located or patented, if, 


aes 
— 


ing the mode of recording deeds within the D 
with amendments, which were agreed to ee 
bill as amended was read a third time and’ ae the 

Mr. Thomas, froin the committee on the passed, 

‘ ; JUdiejan, 
moved that that committee be diseharged’ 4)... 
consideration of the senate’s bill to punish ae 
King, and that it be yeferred to the select eae 
fee on the late dael, and the means of preyers.” 
future duels; which was agreed to. ting 

Mr. Bond occupied the residue of the mor; 
hour in discussing the resolution of Mr. Ho % 
to divorce congress from the newspaper rene ts, 

The house then resumed the consideratioy of th 
navy appropriation bill. ’ 

And the question being on the motion of 
Montgomery of North Carolina, to recommit th 
bill, with instructions, to designate the Special 
amount to be appropriated for the exploring ¢, 
dition, — PIOFING €xpe 

Mr. Bronson, of New York, addressed the hous 
at length in support of the motion to recomwmit 

When, at the request of Mr. Camoreleng, — 

Mr. Montgomery modified his motion to recom, 
mit, and accepted the following proposed by M 
Cambreleng, viz. to amend the bill by so redyein, 
the several items of appropriation as in eticct ; 
cut off the expedition by retusing the means of ear. 
rying it on, viz. to strike ont $1,312,000 {or {hp 
pay of officers and seamen, and insert $1,172,100: to 
strike out$600,000 for provisions, and insert $56). 
000; to strike out $75,000 tor medicines, surgical 
instruments, hospital stores, and other expenses oy 
account of the sick, and to insert $72,300; and to 
strike out for miscellaneous expenditures $450,0u9 
and insert $439,300. 

The debate, the report of which will be given 
hereafter, was further continued by Mr. Bronson 
Mr. Mercer, and Mr. Crary; all of whom Opposed 
the amendments. 

Mr. Cambreleng himself said he should vote 
against it: he had only suggested it as a substitute 
of the motion of Mr. Montgomery, to avoid are. 
commitment of the bill. 

Mr. Mallory now moved further to amend the 
bill by adding as a proviso that no part of the mo- 
ney appropriated by this bill should be applied 
after the Ist of May next to the south-sea explor- 
ing expedition, without the further action of con- 

ress. 

Mr. Montgomery accepted this as a further modi- 
fication of his motion. 

Mr. Wise then took the floor, and went into an 
.extended speech in opposition to the expedition, 
| and in favor of converting it into a coast squadron. 

He was followed by Mr. Reed, who advocated 
the expedition as a measure of the greatest practi- 
cal utility, as perfectly practicable, and as now re- 
quired by the bonor of the nation. 

Mr. Cushman now moved the previous question: 
but the house refused to sustain the call, ouly 36 
rising in its favor. 

Mr. Sergeant made an earnest appeal against the 
abandonment of the enterprise. 

After a brief explanation by Mr. Wise, the ques- 
tion was put on Mr. Montgomery’s motion as wed- 
ified by the acceptance of the two amendments ol 
Mr. Cambreleng and Mr. Mallory, viz. te reduce 
the appropriations, and to confine their application 
to the expedition tothe lst of May next—and de- 
cided by yeas and nays in the negative: yeas 57, 
nays 91. 

Mr. Cumbreleng offered one or two verbal amend- 
ments to the bill, not connected with the exploring 


Mr. 





} 


} 
| 
} 


disposition, have sufficiently recovered to be able | expedition, which were agreed to. 


Mr. Mallory moved to add a proviso, that in offi- 
cering the expedition, the law of February, 1799, 
(which forbids vessels of a certain size to be com- 
manded by officers under the rank of a captain) 
should not be violated. 

This amendment was promptly negatived; and 
the bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time to-morrow. 

The fiouse then adjourned. 





pensions, reported against the resolution of the 5th 
of March lasi, for extending the provisions of the 
act of 3d March, 1837, so as to embiace all per- 
sons who have been or may hereafter be wounded 
in the service of the United States; also, against 
the petition of Archibald Brockwell, and moved to 
be discharged from the petition.of John W. Cox, 
and that it be committed to the committee of the 


Everett and Mary Glanville. 
On motion of Mr. Briggs, 


Resolved, That the chart of the country across the 





On motion of Mr. Ewing, 
Resolved, 'That the secretary of the treasury be di- | 
rected to inform this house what claims confirmed by | 
the commissioners for examining claims to land in the | 
district of Vincennes, under the act of congress ap- | 
proved March 26, 1804, entitled “An act making pro- | 


isthmus of Panama, accompanying the president’s 
message on the subject of a canal or water communi- 
cation between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, be 
lithographed and published with said message. 

Mr Dawson, from the committee for the District 


Wednesday, April 11. The first business befcre 
the house, being a report of the committee for the 
District of Columbia, in opposition to a memorial 
praying for a retrocession of the District to the 
states of Virginia and Maryland— 

Mr. Bouldin, chairman of the committee who 
had made the report, moved that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 


subject, and that the report be laid upon the 
table. 


Mr. Adams hoped the subject would be disposed 
of in some other manner than that proposed by the 
gentleman from Virginia. It included very many 
important considerations, one of which was the 
continuance of the seat of government in this place. 
He did not desire a discussion, but hoped to geta 





of Columbia, reported a bill from the senate direct- 


direct vote upon the subject. 
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' and fully allthat was going on; but in deference to 


' of his own constituents, he had made the motion to 


' not involve the subject of abolition in the remotest 


ble opportunity was now presented to effect this, 
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—— 
—The question being taken, the committee were 
\ischarged, and the report, as moved by Mr. Boul- 
din taid on the table. F 

The following, among other reports, were receiv- 
ed frou standing committees: nN 

Mr. McKay, from the committee on military 
gairs, reported a bill concerning the western fron- 
; and against the resolution of the house of the 
pro March last, relative to amending the act of | 
ith May, 1836, **to provide for the payment of 
volunteers and militia corps in the service of the 
United States,” by adopting the following section : 
«That so much of the second section of the act 
above named as relates to the allowance of — 
cents a day to the officers of mounted companies, 
for the use and risk of each horse, shalt be consid- 
ered as extending to all staif officers of said volun- 
teers or militia corps above the grade of captain.” 

Mr. Harlan, froin the committee on private land 
claims, reported a<ainst senate bill No. 17, to pro- 
vide for issuing patents for certain lands at Green 
Bay, Wisconsin territory. ; 

Mr. Jones, of New York, reported a bill making 
an appropriation for the compilation of the laws of 
Florida. 

Mr. Wise, (who had just entered the house,) ex- 

ressed a desire that soine gentleman who had _vo- 

tel to lay the report of the coininittee for the Dis- 
trict of Coluunbia on the table, would move a re- 
cousideration of the vote, to give an opportunity 
for bin to move that the report be referred to a 
comnittee of the whole house on the state of the 
Union. He believed that the committee had taken 
a mistaken view of the subject, and that a majority 
of the house would be found.to be in favor of re- 
trocession. 

Mr. Bouldin said he had moved to lay the report 
on the table only because he believed that a «is- 
cussion of it would inevitably involve the discus- 
sion of a subject which the house had determined 
should not be agitated in this house. For himself, 
his own personal opinion was, most decidedly, that 
it would be far better that all restrictions should be 
taken oif, and that the people should know exactiy 





Ss - 
the decision of the house, and also to the wishes 


lay on the table. 
Mr. Wise renewed his appeal to the southern 
gentlemen. The discussion of the report would 


degree. He wished to avoid that subject, and it 
Was precisely to avoid it that he wanted this report | 
referred to a committee of the whole. He wanted | 
to have the subject put at rest forever. A favora- 


aud, ifit were suffered to pass by, they might never | 
have another. 


Mr. Harlan now moved a reconsideration of the 
decision to lay the report of the committee upon 
the table. Mr Wise gave a notice that, if a motion 
to reconsider should prevail, he would immediately 
move to refer the report to a committee of the 
whole on the state of the union. Mr. Muson, of 
Quio, moved to lay Mr. Harlan’s motion for recon- 
sideration on the table. Mr. Wise demanded on 
this motion the yeas and nays. Mr. Adams gave 
hotice to the gentleman from Virginia that, if he 
supposed the subject of abolition would not be in- 
Volved in the discussion of this report, he was wide- 
ly nistaken. It would involve that subject most 
eeply and thoroughly : as well as the question of 
the continuance of the seat of government within 
the District of Columbia. 


Mr. Wise said all the abolitionists were opposed 
to retrocession, because this District was their cho- 


Sen field of Operations; every southern tmnan ought | 


o vote for retrocession, expressly with a view to 
take this field out of their hands. 
he yeas and nays were taken upon the motion of 
‘t. Mason, and it was decided in the affirmative— 
eas 82, nays 63. 
0 Mr. Harlan’s motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
lhe House then passed to the unfinised business 
of the inorning hour, which was the consideration 
of Mr. Hopkins’ resolutions on divorcing the gov- 
*r:nent from the newspaper press. 
“At. Bond resumed and continued his speech in 


joinders. 





S'pport ofthe motion; until he was again cut short 


y the expiration of the morning hour. 


'. Cambreleng inoved that the house proceed 
othe o 


rders of the day. 
rW 


tt. Wise, by consent, put to Mr. Hamer the in- 
quiry when the house might expect his promised 
°solution on the subject of the resumption of specie 
Payment by the banks. 


ue Hamer rose, and was about to reply, when 
'. Petrikin objected. [A laugh.] 


'. Wise, moved to suspend the rules to allow 


of the reply being given; but the house refused to; 
suspend—Ayes 86, noes 54: not two-thirds. ; 

The navy appropriation bill was then read a third | 
time, and put on its passage, when 

Mr. Mallory, of Virginia, after a tew prefatory re- ' 
marks, read a letter fromm com. Jones, addressed to 
himself, and vindicatory of his character as con- | 
nected with the exploring expedition: and said that, 
at a proper time, he should move its reference to a | 
cominittee of the house with a view toa regular in- | 
vestigation of the whole subject. Mr. M. then went | 
into a series of remarks explanatory of the course. 
of the commodore. 

Mr. Hoffman explained on the subject of the ap- 
pointment of lieutenant Wilkes, which he insisted | 
was not an infringement of the rights of senior offi 
cers, inasmuch as this was a special service, to | 
which the ordinary rules of seniority did not apply, | 
as was manifest in the British practice in the case | 
of Cook, Ross, and Parry, who were all inferior | 
officers when appointed on similar expeditions. 

The discussion of this point was continued be- | 
tween Messrs. Hoffman and Wise, in several re- | 





Mr. Ingham then made some statements in rela- 
tion to the alleged expenditures on the expedition, 
insisting that after the due deductions had been 
made for the vessels and material still on hand, | 
the loss which had occurred would not amount to 
$100,000. 

Mr. Wise controverted this, and insisted that the 
loss would be little short of a quarter of a million. 
He then gave some advice to the friends of the ad- 
ministration on the subject of economy. 

Mr. Boon moved the previous question, and, alter 
two counts, the motion was sustained: Ayes 68, | 
noes 64. 

The previous question was then put and carried, 
and the bill was passed. 

A bill trom the senate for completing the re- 
moval of the raft in Red river, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill for continuing the Cumberland road 
through Indiana and []linois, with amendinents from 
the committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
coming up next in order, was debated throughout 
the residue of the sitting. 

Mr. Underwood moved to recommit the bill to the 
committee of the whole, with instructions to report 
a bill ceeding the whole of the road, in its present 
state, to the states through which it runs. 

The motion was supported by Mr. Campbell, of 
South Carolina, warmly opposed by Messrs. Ewing 
and Boon, of Indiana, and explained and defended 
by the mover, when Mr. Pope, of Kentucky, hav- 
ing obtained the floor, gave way fora motion to ad- 
journ; and the house thereupon adjourned. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
Senate, April 12. Mr. Buchanan presented the 





proceedings of a meeting in Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, on the subject of the late duel, and) 
recommending to congress to pass a law prohibit- | 
ing any one concerned in a duel from holding any | 
office under the government. Laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Norvell oitered a resolution, which lies over 
one day, that senators, if absent, must be absent on 
leave, or be necessarily detained by sickness, under 
the penalty of not receiving their pay during such 
absence. 

Mr. Grundy, from the select committee on the 
case of Mr. Ruggles, accused of corrupt practices, 
made a report, accompanied with documents, to 
which was appended the following resolution, 
unanimously approved by the committee, and which 
lies on the table for consideration: 

Resolved, That there is no sufficient evidence to 
establish the charges of corruption made against 
the hon. John Rugzyles. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, (the report having 
been read, ) 590 extra copies of the report and docu- 
ments were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Wall, the report of captain 
Carney and others, on certain coast surveys, was 
referred, and ordered to be printed. 

The bills supplementary to the act for the ad- 
justment of titles to land in Detroit, Michigan, and | 
for other purposes; for the relief of Jabez L. and 
Asa White; and for the relief of James Dutton, | 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bills for the relief of Elias Johns, of Chris- 
topher Clark, of Thomas Cooper, and of Philip 
Marshall, and others, were severally considered, 
and ordered to a third reading. 








The bill to authorize the importation, duty free, 
ef one of Napier’s improved printing presses, was 
recommitted to the committee on finance. 





The senate resu:ned the consideration of the 





lands, 


On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill was modified 
so as to make the minimum price seventy-five 
cents, and the longest time for any particular pro- 


| cess of reduction ten years. 


Mr. Walker entered into a general argument, 
chiefly statistical, in favor of the bill. Mr. Benton 
spoke also in favor of the bill. Mr. Crittenden 
spoke briefly in opposition to the bill, Mr. Tipton 
inoved to ainend the bill by limiting each purchas- 
er under it to a quarter section. Mr. Walker mov- 
ed to amend this amendinent by fixing the limit to 
one section instead of a quarter. 

These amendments were discussed by Messrs. 
Tipton, Clay, of Alabama, Walker, Sevier, Robin- 
son, King, and Benton. 

Mr. Walker’s amendment, fixing the limit on one 
section for each purchaser, was agreed to: Ayes 
18, noes 14, 

Mr. Tipton, on the suggestion of Mr. Walker, 
amended his amendment as now modified, by pro- 
viding that no purchaser under this bill should be 
prohibited from buying any quantity of land at 
$1 25 per acre. 

The amendment, thus amended, was adopted by 
the fellowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Clay, of Ky. 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, McKean, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robbins, Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of 
Indiana, Swift, Tipton, Walker, Wall, Williams— 
23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Alabama, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Norvell, 
Robinson, Sevier, Trotter, White, Young—14. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay, of Alaba- 
ma, Fulton, Grandy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 


| kin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Robinson, 


Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Tipton, Trotter, Walk- 
er, White, Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Swift, Wall, Williams—16. 

The senate then adjourned. 





House of Representatives, Thursday April 12. Mr. 
Fairfield and Mr. McKennan, on leave, presented 
sundry memorials on the subject of the late duel. 

Mr. Naylor asked leave to offer two resolutions of 
inquiry in the following terms: 

Whereas a resolution wa3 passed this house on 
the seventh of December last, requesting the presi- 
dent of the United States «to furnish to this house 
(am ong other things,) copies of all letters, docu- 
ments, and communications which have passed be- 
tween the secretary of the navy, the commissioners 

of the navy board, and the officers or persons rela- 
tive to all matters connected with the preparation, 
outfit, and sailing of the exploring expedition;” and 
whereas this house has not yet been furnished with 
the documents, letters, and co:nmunications called 
for, although upwards of four months have elapsed 
since the passage of the resolution, and the session 
is now drawing towards a close: 

Therefore, resolved, That the president of the 
United States be requested to inforin this house 
whether or not he intends to coinply with the re- 
quest of this resolution, by transmitting the copies 
of the documents, letters, and papers called for, and 
why they have not long since been furnished. 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate at as early a time as 
practicable whether the number of the scientific 
corps appointed to the exploring expedition has 
been, or is to be, reduced; and if so, to communi- 
cate the names of those who are to be dismissed, 
copies of their appointments, and the causes of the 
reduction; as also copies of all letters and corres- 
pondence which have passed between them, or 
either of them, and the secretary of the navy, sec- 
retary of war, commissioners of the navy board, or 
any other agent or officer of the United States rela- 
tive to the matters connected with the objects, pre- 
paration, outfit, and sailing of the expedition. 

The louse refused leave to Mr. Naylor to offer 
these resolutions at this time. The vote on this re- 
quest disclosing the fact that no quorum was pre- 
sent— 

Mr. Haynes moved a call of the house. 

On this motion, Mr. Petrikin demanded the yeas 
and nays: which, being taken, resulted as follows— 
Yeas 58, nays63. So the call was refused. 

The following reports were received: 

Mr. Underwood, from the select committee ap- 
pointed on the 28th December last, reported a joint 
resolution, requiring the secretary of war to deliver 
to Frederick Hancock and George W. Woodward 


bill to reduce and graduate the price of the public | the flag carried by the enemy in the battle and mas- 


sacre of Wyoming in July, 1778, to be deposited 
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in such place as the people of Wyoming Valley 
may designate, until the president of the United 
States may think proper to reclait it. 

Mr. U. briefly explained the grounds of the re- 
port, and observed that, since the application for 
this flag had been inade, it had been discovered that 
it was not the flag borne by the American forces, 
but by their enemies and c-uel destroyers. He also 
said he had consulted tha account of the massacre, 
as given by Potter in his history of the United 
States, but on referring to gentlemen froin the spot, 
he had been assured that the representations of that 
historian were extrem ‘ly inaccurate, and not at all 
to be relied upon. He quoted, particularly, Pot- 
ter’s description of the massacre, and said he had 
been inforined that nearly the whole was without 
foundation. As to the resolution itself, he pre- 
suined there could be no objection to it. It merely 
gave a permission which, under the circumstances, 
would probably never be acted upon. 

Mer. Petrikin, the representativ. from Wyoming, 
observed that but one person had been here exainin- 
ing the flay in the firstinstance; since then, others 
had seen it, and ascertained that it was the flag of 
the British party who had been engaged in the 
massacre, and there was now no desire at Wyo- 
ming to possess or to look at it. H+ hoped the reso- 
lution would not pass; and he moved to lay it on 
the table. He withdrew the motion, however, at 
the request of 

Mr. Potter, of Pennsylvania, who addressed the 
house in remarks of some length, of which a re- 
port shall appear in our next. 

Mr. Petrikin now renewed his motion to lay the 
resolution on the table; which was agreed to. So 
the resolution was laid on the table. 

The house now passed to the orders of the day, 
and resumed the consideration of the bill to extend 
the Cumberland road throush Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois; and the question being upon the motion of 
Mr. Underwood, proposing a re-coim.nitment of the 
bill, with instructions to cede the road to the states 
throuzh which it passes; together with an amend- 
ment thereto moved by Mr. Ewing, as follows: 

Proviled, however, That the same sum per mile 
be, and is hereby appropriated to finish and com- 
plete the work yet unfinished, to Jetlerson city, in 
the state of Missouri, as has been expended per 
mile on the portion of said road already transferred 
and ceded to the states thruungh which it passes; 
and said average suin per inile shail be paid to the 
states immediately interested, in three annual in- 
stalments, the first to be payable on the passage 
and approval of this act. 

Mr. Pope, who had the floor from yesterday, 
went into a general discussion of the origin, pro- 

ress, constitutionality, and expediency of contiuu- 
ing and completing the road. He exainined the 
doctrine of contract as applied to this work, insist- 
ing that the government was bound to complete it, 
and dwelt upon the injustice and the national dis- 
grace of now abandoning the work. ; 

Mr. Holsey, of Georgia, next took the floor, in 
decided opposition to the bill generally; insisting 
that the appropriations for this road went to create 
a national debt, and to advance consolidation. He 
argued the constitutional question, insisting that 
the whole system of internal improvements by the 
general government was unconstitutional, and that 
the continuance of this road was bad policy in every 
view. Ha utterly scouted the doctrine of contract 
as biniling the general geverninent to its construc- 
tion. 

Mr. Robertson expressed much gratification at 
the presentation of Mr. Underwood’s amendment, 
in which he thought he saw the dawn of betier times 
—when the system of internal improvements by 
the general government should be totally aban- 
doned, or at least placed upon a footing of more 
equal! justice. He denied the obligation of any con- 
tracts inrelation to this road between the states 
and the general government, since the states had 
received far over the ammount of their 2 per cent. 
fund. 

Mr. Underwood supplied him with a statement 
going to show that more than seven millions had 


been expended upon this road by the United | 


States. . evke 
, Mr. Robertson then went into a constitutional ar- 


guinent against the system of internal improve- 


ments asa whole. If the system operated unequally, 
it ought to be abolished as unjust: if it operated 
equally, it uught to be abolished as useless. He 
adverted to the exhausted state of the treasury, 
and appealed to the friends of the administration 
as having the power to arrest this system; for which 
there could not be a better opportunity than the 
present. 





Mr. Rariden traced back the history of the road 
froin its co.nmencement; adverted to the contin-| 


tion of its coustitutionality by Jefterson, Madison. 
and Gallatin, Monroe, Adams, and Jackson; and 
deprecated the injury which imust result from with- 
holding the appropriation now proposed in the bill. 
He regretted the unexpected quarter from which 
the opposition to it now proceeded. 

Mr. Atherton expressed his concurrence in the 
views taken by Messrs. Cainpbell, Underwood, and 
Robertson, against the bill; denied the obligation of 
any contract in the matter; quoted aspeech of Mr. 
Clay’s in the senate, in 1835, and another of Mr. 
P. Barbour’s in the house, of an earlier date; ar- 
“pp generally against the system, and concluded 

y sending to be read ai the clerk’s table certain 
resolutions adopted by the legislature of New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Good briefly expressed his regret at the op- 
position of Mr. Underwood to the bill. 

Mr. Mercer then went into an extended vindica- 
tion of the bill, and of the system of internal im- 
provements generally; he went into the question of 
its constitutionality, and referred to Messrs. Giles 
and Randolph, of Virginia, as having both reported 
in favor of the system, of which those two decided 
advocates of state-rights were virtually the fathers. 
He argued the right to make this and other roads 
in the new lands, on the ground of proprietorship in 
the United States, and insisted strongly on their 
utility snd indispensable importance in time of war; 
an event he dreaded as likely soon to take place on 
our western frontier. In conclusion, he replied to 
the speech of Mr. Robertson, whose charges 
against the manner in which the system had been 
conducted he considered as very unair. 

Mr. Haynes having obtained the floor, moved an 
adjournment; which motion prevailing. 

The house adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

Texas. The assembly of New York by a vote 
of 80 to 13, have adopted the following resolu- 
tion— 

Resolved, (if the senate concur,) That the ad- 
mission of the republic of ‘Texas into this union 
would be entirely repugnant to the will of the peo- 
ple of this state, and would endanger the union of 





i these United States.’’ 


The Boston Post says that the president and 
cashier of the Commercial bank of that city have 
been returned by the grand jury as guilty of wilful 
perjury, and warrants have been issued against 
them. They have both absconded. 


Department of State, Washington April 2, 18388. 
Inforination bas been received at this department 
from the consul of the United States at Kingston, 
Jamacia, in a letter dated on the 19th ultimo, that 
a duty of six dollars and fifty cents per thousand is 
now charged at that port on flooring boards that 
are tongued, grooved and planed, being one dollar 
sixty-two anda half cents more than when in a 
rough state. 


Gen. Wm. H. Marriott, of the city of Baltimore, 
was onthe 12th inst. unanimously nominated by 
the convention of the friends of the national ad- 
tninistration, as a candidate for congress to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Me- 
Kim. 


Blasphemy. The supreme court of Massachn- 
setts has denied to Abner Kneeland the right of 
appeal to the supreme court of the United States, 
against the verdict of a jury, pronouncing him 
guilty of blusphemy. When Mr. Kneeland had 
read his reasons for an appeal, the Boston Post 
says, ‘*That chief justice Shaw replied that an ap- 
peal would not lie because the case did not come 
within any law of the United States. Neither did 
the state law under which he was convicted, con- 
flict with any provision of the constitution of the 
United States. That constitution only prohibited 
congress from passing laws respecting religion; and 
therefore left it to the state to legislate upon that 
great subject. His honor added, that if he knew of 
any wayin which Mr. K.’s case could be carried up 
to the United States supreme court, he certainly 
would inform him of the best course to pursue to 
etfect that purpose. If the case were appealable, 
a writ of error was the only nethod known to the 
law, by which it could be done.” 


The Pittsburg Manufacturer of Saturday says: 

The rivers are falling fast; at present there 
is but six feet water in the channel. Steamboats 
are still departing ane arriving briskly, freight 
rather scarce, but passengers numerous. 

Business on the canal is not large, but will pro- 
bably increase gradually through the season. 


The Yarmouth Register says that captain Isaiah 
Baker has 8 sons at sea. 


Dreadful casualty. The Nashua (N. H.) Gazette 


ned favor shown it by the government; the sanc- lof Friday states that the following dreadful casualty 








—— 
occurred in the town of Nelson on the preyioy, 
Saturday. Henry Melville, esq., president of i 
Manufacturers’ Bank at New Ipswich, was 29a 
ed in blasting rocks, and was stooping down ©. 
communicate fire to the. train, when a coal on 
blown by the wind directly upon the powdery 7 
the whole charge exploded. Mr. Melville a 
shockingly mangled; his arm and shoulder “a 
broken, his head bruised, and both his eyes pnt o = 
In this state he lingered till Tuesday night ~ 
when be expired. He was about fifty years of ac,’ 
and was extensively known and respected. *, 


Dahilias. It is little more than twenty years Sine 
the first dahlia was introduced into Europe, and my 
ready ithas become the universal favorite of the 
the florists. It is a native of the marshes of Sy 
and was called after Dahl, the famous Swedish 
botanist. The*numberof known varieties is nearly 
five hundred. ; 


Mortality of Washington city. According to the 
report of Dr. Lindsley, president of the board of 
health, thirty-two deaths have been reported to 
the board for the month ending the 31st of Marc), 
Of these, there were of the age of two years aid 
under, eleven; between two and ten, one; bety eeQ 
ten and thirty, five; between thirty and forty, six. 
between fifty and eighty, seven; upwards of eighty. 
two. " 

Diseases. Pleuresy, six; consumption, six; mea. 
sels, one; convulsions, three; childbed, two; stil}. 
born, one; decline, three; dysentery, one; inem. 
perance, one, not reported, three; croup, two: 
worms, two; simall-pox, one. 


Upper Canada.—Sutherland was found guilty on 
the 3d, and was sentenced to be executed. 

The reformers addressed the new governor, Sir 
G. Arthur, on the subject of extending the royal 
clemency to Sutherland, and two others, Lount and 
Mathews, who are found guilty with him, and to 
the other prisoners; but his excellency’s answer 
left no ground for hope. Lount and Matthews were 
ordered to be executed on the 12th. 

We learn that governor Marcy has received a 
very friendly letter from Sir G. Arthur, the new 
governor, expressing a desire that all the amicable 
relations that hitherto subsisted between that pro- 
vince and the Unitea States may be immediately re- 
established.—[N. Y. Siar. 

Lord Gosford, late governor general of the Cana. 
das, has sailed for London in the ship Toronto. 

It was stated at the anniversary of the Missis- 
sippi colonization society, held at Natchez on the 
14th of March, that captain Isaac Ross of that 
state had bequeathed to the American colonization 
society his entire estate estimated at 400,000 dol- 
lars. His will emancipates all his slaves, amoun- 
ting to 170, and provides fer their removal and set- 
tlement in the society’s colony. 

The nett profit derived by the East India Com- 
pany from the opium sold at Calcutta in the year 
1836-7, is estimated at nine and a quarter millions 
of Spanish dollars. The amount sold in that period 
was 16,916 chests. It is usually calculated that the 
cost of the company is 250 rupees per cbest, but in 
the above estimate, the cost is put at 3°0. The 
total amount received froin the four sales in 1836-7, 
was 25,395,300 rupees. The value of the sicca 
rupee is about 46 cents. The amount sold last 
year is more than double the sale of 1831-2. The 
greater part of this opium goes to China. 

[Philad. Nat. Gaz. 

New Orleans and Texas. The intercourse be- 
tween New Orleans and Texas is becoming daily 
more frequent, and calls are already made in the 


|New Orleans papers, for increased facilities of con- 


veyance. The steam packet Columbia, tle ouly 
one in the trade, has been doing a highly profitab!? 
business, having conveyed about seven hundred 
passengers, within the last two months, besid¢s 
freight sufficient to pay for fuel and other charge’: 
The Bulletin urges that the steam packet Cuba be 
put into the trade. 


Great fire at Natchitoches. A fire occurred a 
Natchitoches, Lon. on the 17th of March which 
laid a fair portion of the town in ruins. It broke 
out in the building owned by Mr. Crossman, and 
before the citizens could check its progress, it had 
laid desolate half the square upon which the Ep!s- 
copal church stood. The residence of Mrs. Hal: 
rison, Dr. Hord, Mr. Crossman, Mr. Martin, toge 
ther with all the out houses from the church ()?- 
cluding that building) on church street, to the © 
Exchange bank on St. Dennis street; from thencé 
the whole width of the square to second street. 
The loss is estimatimated at $90,000. It origin? 
ae through the negligence of a servant in the kit- 
chen.” 

William C. Lane, whig, has been elected may 
of St. Louis, by a majority of two hundred a? 
three votes over C, Collins, V. B. 
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